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Contents
Community Forum – Community Forums were established to create a two way communication
process with representatives of local communities, establish and build relationships, provide timely
updates on the designs and plans, whilst listening to the issues and concerns raised by members of
the community. Membership of the Community Forums comprised of two representatives from local
resident and community associations, all disability groups or special interest groups, business
organisations and public representatives along eachscheme.

Signal-controlled Bus Priority – Signal-Controlled Priority uses traffic signals to enable buses to
get priority ahead of other traffic on single lane road sections, but it is only effective for short
distances. This typically arises where the bus lane cannot continue due to obstructionson the roadway.
An example might be where a road has pinch-points where it narrows due to existing buildings or
structures that cannot be demolished to widen the road to make space for a bus lane. It works through
the use of traffic signal controls (typically at junctions) where the bus lane and general traffic lane
must merge ahead and share the road space for a short distance until the bus lane recommences
downstream. The general traffic will be stopped at thesignal to allow the bus pass through the narrow
section first and when the bus has passed, the general traffic will then be allowed through the lights.

Bus Gate – A Bus Gate is a sign-posted short length of stand-alone bus lane. This short length of
road is restricted exclusively to buses, taxis, and cyclists plus emergency vehicles. It facilitates bus
priority by removing general through-traffic along the overall road where the busgate is located.
General traffic will be directed by signage to divert away to other roads before they arrive at the Bus
Gate.

Cycle Lane – A cycle lane is a lane on the carriageway that is reserved either exclusively orprimarily
for cycling and is separated from general traffic or bus lanes by road markings.

Cycle Track – A cycle track is a separate section of the road dedicated for cycling only.This space
will generally be isolated from other vehicular traffic by a physical kerb.

Virtual Bus Priority – This refers to cases where physical bus priority (i.e. bus lanes) is not
provided, and instead, bus priority is provided within the general traffic lane through the use ofsignalcontrolled priority or bus gates to control the movements of general traffic.
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Protected Junctions - Refers to junctions, which provide physical kerb buildouts to protectcyclists
through the junction. Due to the inherently complex nature of mixed mode movementsat junctions,
the provision for cyclists at junctions is a critical factor in managing conflict and providing safe
junctions for all road users. As such, this is the preferred layout for signalised junctions as part of the
CBC Infrastructure Works.

Greenway – A greenway is a recreational corridor for non-motorised journeys, developed in an
integrated manner which enhances both the environment and quality of life of the surrounding area.
These routes should meet satisfactory standards of width, gradient and surface condition to ensure
that they are both user-friendly and low risk for users of all abilities.

Carbon - The term Carbon is used to refer to carbon emissions or Green HouseGas Emissions
interchangeably.
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1. Introduction
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1.1 Report Objectives
The main objective of this report is to outline the extensive public consultation and stakeholderengagement
undertaken for the Clongriffin to City Centre Core Bus Corridor Scheme (herein after called the Proposed
Scheme), which is one of the schemes of the BusConnects Dublin Core Bus Corridors Infrastructure Works
(herein after called the CBC Infrastructure Works). The Proposed Scheme is one of twelve stand-alone Core
Bus Corridor (CBC) schemes to be delivered under the BusConnects Dublin - Core Bus Corridors
Infrastructure Works.
The CBC Infrastructure Works, once completed, will deliver the radial core corridors identified in the Greater
Dublin Transport Strategy Area 2016-2035 (herein after called the GDA Transport Strategy).
The BusConnects Dublin Programme is the National Transport Authority’s (NTA) programme to greatly
improve bus services in the Greater Dublin Area and the CBC Infrastructure Works is oneelement of that
Programme, itself containing 12 stand-alone Proposed Schemes. It is a key part of the Government’s polices to
improve public transport and to contribute to addressing climate change in Dublin and other cities.
The NTA established a dedicated BusConnects Infrastructure team to advance the planning and construction of
the CBC Infrastructure Works. It comprises an in-house team including technical and communications resources
and external service providers procured from time-to-time to assist the internal team in the planning and design
of the 12 Proposed Schemes.
The CBC Infrastructure Works will deliver a major component of the overall Core Bus Routes asidentified in
the GDA Transport Strategy, encompassing the delivery of approximately 230km of dedicated bus lanes and
200kms of cycle tracks along 12 stand-alone Core Bus Corridors Proposed Schemes. In addition, the
programme of works is also a critical element of the National Development Plan 2018-2027, National
Development Plan 2021-2030, Climate Action Plan 2019 and Climate Action Plan 2021.
The 12 stand-alone Core Bus Corridor Schemes to be delivered under the CBC Infrastructure
Works are:

•

The Clongriffin to City Centre Core Bus Corridor Proposed Scheme;

•

The Swords to City Centre Core Bus Corridor Proposed Scheme;

•

The Ballymun / Finglas to City Centre Core Bus Corridor Proposed Scheme;

•

The Blanchardstown to City Centre Core Bus Corridor Proposed Scheme;

•

The Lucan to City Centre Core Bus Corridor Proposed Scheme;

•

The Liffey Valley to City Centre Core Bus Corridor Proposed Scheme;
7
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•

The Tallaght / Clondalkin to City Centre Core Bus Corridor Proposed Scheme

•

The Kimmage to City Centre Core Bus Corridor Proposed Scheme;

•

The Templeogue / Rathfarnham to City Centre Core Bus Corridor Proposed Scheme;

•

The Bray to City Centre Core Bus Corridor Proposed Scheme;

•

The Belfield / Blackrock to City Centre Core Bus Corridor Proposed Scheme; and

•

The Ringsend to City Centre Core Bus Corridor Proposed Scheme

Figure 1.1 - 12 Scheme Map
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1.2 Proposed Scheme Overview
The Proposed Scheme measures approximately 5.7km from end to end.
The Proposed Scheme commences at the Mayne River Avenue – R107 Malahide Road Junction to
the north of the Northern Cross (Malahide Road / Clarehall Avenue) Junction. The start of thescheme
ties into a separate project being developed by Dublin City Council (DCC) namely the Belmayne
Main Street and Belmayne Avenue Scheme which provides bus and cycle linkages to Clongriffin
Dart Station. The Proposed Scheme is routed via Malahide Road to the junction with Marino Mart /
Fairview and also routed via the junction with Malahide Road[1]Brian Road along Carleton Road, St.
Aidan’s Park, Haverty Road and Marglann Marino. From here the Proposed Scheme ties into a
separate approved Dublin City Council project, the Clontarf to City Centre Cycle Scheme which has
been permitted by DCC and is expected to begin construction in 2022.

Clongrifin to City Centre Core Bus Corridor Scheme

Figure 1.2: Route of the Proposed Scheme
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1.3 Report Components
This report has two key components – a comprehensive summary of the Non-Statutory PublicConsultations and
Stakeholder Engagement processes for the CBC Infrastructure Works as a whole. It also provides a detailed
record of the individual consultation and engagement processes for the Clongriffin to City Centre Scheme
through each round of consultation.

The rationale for the two components, is that, although the consultations on all the ProposedSchemes were
carried out individually, they also formed integral parts of the overarching CBC Infrastructure Works public
consultation process.
It is important to not only review the consultations for each Proposed Scheme on a stand- alone basis, but also
with the full context of the whole CBC Infrastructure Works consultations.Therefore, the report structure is set
out to provide a complete and inclusive assessment of the strategy framing the consultation process, the
timeline of activity, the communication tools and processes as well as the dedicated engagement framework for
reaching out to key stakeholders.
Copies of all the non-statutory public consultation and stakeholder engagement material for both the
Clongriffin to City Centre Core Bus Corridor Scheme and the complete CBC Infrastructure Works are in the
Appendices of this report.

The structure for the remainder of the report is set out as follows:
Chapter 2 - Consultation Strategy on the overall Core Bus Corridor Infrastructure Works
Chapter 3 – Consultation Timeline on the Core Bus Corridor Infrastructure Works
Chapter 4 – Communication Tools and Engagement Practices on Core Bus Corridor Infrastructure Works
Chapter 5 – Direct Engagement with Key Stakeholder Groups on Core BusCorridor Infrastructure Works
Chapter 6 – Consultation on Clongriffin to City Centre Core Bus Corridor Scheme
Chapter 7 – Summary and Conclusion

10
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2. Consultation Strategy On Core Bus
Corridor Infrastructure Works
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2.1 Objectives
As one of the largest infrastructural works currently being undertaken by the State, the NTA, through its
BusConnects Infrastructure team, set out to undertake a lengthy period ofnon-statutory public consultation
to take account of the views of a significant range of key stakeholders across the Dublin area including the
general public and importantly those directly affected by the CBC Infrastructure Works.
The first aim of the non-statutory consultation process was to inform stakeholders about theproposal, the
reasoning for its development, its linkage to public policy priorities, its benefits and potential impacts on the
city.
Secondly, the BusConnects Infrastructure team sought to open up a two-way channel of communication to help
inform the development of the CBC Infrastructure Works. The feedbackreceived through this engagement
would prove critical in reassuring stakeholders about the consultation process as being an effective and
informative process to inform the draft designs and planning. Some amendments, adaptions and mitigating
measures on the impact along
Proposed Schemes were included as a direct result of the consultation process.
Thirdly, the development and execution of a comprehensive engagement and communicationsstrategy would
help to keep stakeholders updated on the development of the plans along each of the 12 stand-alone Core Bus
Corridor Schemes. Given the complexity of the CBC Infrastructure Works, it was vital to continually
communicate the evolution and changes to the proposed Scheme.
Finally, rolling out the non-statutory consultation process would ultimately help to enhance aspects of the
original proposals and ensure the final designs for the CBC Infrastructure Works took into account local
concerns and mitigating strategies.

2.2 Approach
A strategic approach to engagement was adopted from the very outset of the launch of theBusConnects
Dublin CBC Infrastructure Works. Detailed processes and structures were put in place regarding stakeholder
engagement and communicating to the public regarding the consultations. Public awareness, consultation,
feedback and stakeholder engagement have been important to inform the extensive planning and design
process of the BusConnects DublinCore Bus Corridors Infrastructure Works. A dedicated BusConnects
communications team was established in 2017. This team works closely with the technical members of the
BusConnects Infrastructure team at every stage of planning and design to facilitate good communications.
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The communications approach taken has been:
•

To continually raise public awareness and understanding about the CBC Infrastructure

•

Works and our objectives;

•

Have the widest possible range of stakeholders and general public engaged in the

•

consultations;

•

To inform and build relationships with our key stakeholders;

•

To consistently provide information through a range of communication channels and
accessible formats;

•

To be proactive regarding public information and stakeholder engagement.

•

To listen and learn especially where submissions and observations demonstrate informative
local knowledge and experience.

•

To where practical respond constructively to consultees’ comments throughout the design

•

and planning processes;

•

To have active and sustained two-way communication and stakeholder engagement not just
during the non-statutory public consultation rounds but consistently since 2017.

2.3 Plan Development
Comprehensive consultation and engagement arrangements were developed to deliver the nonstatutory public consultation rounds. A wide range of communication channels were usedto raise
awareness of the consultations at each round and inform stakeholders and the generalpublic of the
latest proposals. Details of the consultation communications and engagement processes are set out in
Chapters 3 and Chapter 4.
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2.4 Execution and Impact
The following is a summary of the whole CBC Infrastructure Works communication channels and
level of engagement since the first round of consultation was launched in November 2018.

These included:
•

One to One/Face-to-face meetings with Potentially Impacted Properties: 579

•

Public Information Events & Attendees: 18 public information events with approx. 1,600
attendees

•

Community Forums & Attendees: 41 community forums with membership of 1,400 (Approx.
5,000 attended across all forums)

•

Resident Group Meetings: Meeting with 39 groups across the 12 schemes with approx. 90
meetings.

•

No. of submissions received in total - 17,132

•

Printed Brochures – no. in total: 32,650

•

Website visitors – Total to-date: 143,775

•

Twitter: 3.6 million tweet impressions, 4,316 followers

•

Emails and Freephone numbers: 11,630 emails (excluding submissions)

•

Freephone: 3672 calls received

•

Virtual Room visitors – Total: 6,039

•

Number of letters issued: Approx. 4,732 to-date

•

Public information advertisement campaigns: 81 newspaper advertisements, 418 radio
advertisements, 776 bus shelter public consultation information messages, on bus- Dublin
Bus A2 x 500, GAI A2 x 40, 55 x Luas Portraits, 150 x Luas Straplines, 15 x Luas Columns,
various social media campaigns also took place.

(Audience Reach for these campaigns was 9,821,969 for print and online reach was 33,685,566. Audience reach data is
sourced from MediaTel and gives an indication of the potential audience your coverage has reached. Online reach is
derived from unique daily user figures and is adjustedfor Ireland internet audience size.)

14

Clongriffin to City Centre / Core Bus Corridor Scheme

3. Consultation Timeline On the Core
Bus Corridor Infrastructure
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3.1 Background
In May 2017 the NTA launched the BusConnects Programme and then in June 2018 published the Core Bus
Corridors Project Report. The report was a discussion document outlining proposals for the delivery of Core
Bus Corridor Routes across Dublin. Details of the Programme launches and associated Documents can be seen
in Appendix 1 and 2 respectively.

3.2 Rounds of Consultation
Since the commencement of the non-statutory period of the CBC Infrastructure Works, there has been a total of
three rounds of non-statutory public consultation.

3.2.1 First Round of Non-Statutory Public Consultation
The first round of non-statutory public consultation on the Emerging Preferred Route Options was from November
2018 until May 2019 divided into three phases (See Figure 3.1 below). The reason it was divided into three phases
was primarily due to the fact that the BusConnects Infrastructure team carried out all aspects of thefirst round without
external design service providers having been appointed at that stage. Moreover,the BusConnects Infrastructure team
sought to gain maximum engagement from the public from the commencement of the CBC Infrastructure Works to
raise awareness, establish relationships and gain immediate insight and knowledge of the issues at an early stage.
It was also important that at the start of the non-statutory consultation that considerable time and resources were
dedicated by the BusConnects Infrastructure team to initiate contact with potential impacted properties. Each of the
potentially impacted property owners were offered theopportunity to meet with members of the BusConnects
Infrastructure team on a one-to-one basis which meant a significant amount of resources had to be dedicated to this
process.

3.2.2 Second Round of Non-Statutory Public Consultation
The non-statutory public consultation for the Preferred Route Options ran fromMarch 2020 to April 2020 as Ireland
entered the first lockdown due to the Covid-19 pandemic. The consultation continued in deference to the number
of online submissions received during this period. A number of public facing elements of the consultation were
cancelled in line with Government health guidelines, however, all other elements of the consultation including
online versions of the brochures, supporting documentation were available. Other communication toolsincluding the
freefone, email and digital aspects remained active for submissions to be received.

3.2.3 Third Round of Non-Statutory Public Consultation
This round of non-statutory public consultation for the Preferred Route Options from November 2020 to
December 2020 was added due to the disruption caused to the second-round consultation process. It was important
that further engagement was facilitated to communicate design development changes prior to concluding the
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determination of the Preferred Route Options. Methods had emerged whereby traditional public information events
could be replaced by virtual online alternatives to offset the restrictions that continued associatedwith the Covid-19
Pandemic. Accordingly, all elements of the public consultation and stakeholderengagement were conducted
virtually or online in line with the Government health guidelines.
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3.3 Calendar of Engagements
2017
29th May 2017
Launch of
BusConnects
Strategy by
Minister of
Transport,
Tourism & Sport,
Shane Ross TD
& NTA CEO
Anne Graham.

2018

2019

12th June 2018
Core Bus Corridors
Project Discussion
Document
14th Nov 2018- 31st
May 2019
Emerging preferred
route option NonStatutory Public
Consultation (1st
round)
Phase 1:
• Clongriffin to
City centre
• Swords to City
Centre

2020

2021

4th March- 17th
April 2020
Preferred route
option non-statutory
public consultation
(2nd round)
*on all 16 corridors

23rd Jan- 30th April
2019
Phase 2:
• Liffey Valley to
City Centre
• Clondalkin to
Drimnagh
• Greenhills to
City Centre
• Tallaght to
Terenure
• Kinnage to City
Centre
• Rathfarmhan to
City Centre
26th Feb- 31st May 2019

4th Nov- 16th Dec
2020
Preferred route
option non-statutory
public consultation
(3rd round)
*on all 16 corridors

Phase 3:
• Ballymun to
City Centre
• Finglas to
Phibsborough
• Bray to City
Centre
• UCD
Ballsbridge to
City Centre
• Blackrock to
City Centre
• Ringsend to City
Centre

* Because of geographic proximity and other interactions, a number of the sixteen individual corridorswere amalgamated
resulting in 12 Core Bus Corridor Schemes

18

Clongriffin to City Centre / Core Bus Corridor Scheme

4. Communication Tools and
Engagement Practices on The Core
Bus Corridor Infrastructure Works
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4.1 Background
The public consultation tools included a dedicated website, public information events, communityevents, range of
digital channels, traditional published material, press and radio advertising, outdoor advertising, presentations,
infographics and virtual formats. The following paragraphs sets out the public consultations at a CBC
Infrastructure Works level for all schemes. Chapter 6 provides specific details for the Clongriffin to City Centre
Core Bus Corridor Scheme consultation and engagement.

4.2 Published Material
Brochure - At each phase of the three non-statutory public consultations an individual brochurewas recreated for
each of the Core Bus Corridor Routes. The brochures were printed both in hard copy and online to view and
download on the BusConnects website. They were available in a range of formats including PDF, HTML, Irish
and Audio on the website.
Over the three rounds of non-statutory public consultation, 32,000 hard copies were printed and made
available. The Core Bus Corridor Brochures for the Emerging Preferred Route for each of the routes were made
available to all key stakeholders – commencing with a copy for all potentially impacted property owners – and
available at all public information events, CommunityForums, posted free of charge to members of the public by
emailing or contacting the Freefone. Public Representatives were also provided with large volumes of copies of
brochures on request.
For the second and third round of non-statutory public consultation, an updated version of each of the Core Bus
Corridor Brochures for the Preferred Route was produced for both rounds. Each round of brochure contained the
latest updated designs and key changes to previous versions of the proposals. The second and third round of
public consultation brochures were made available in online, accessible and hard copy formats as per the first
round. Due to Covid-19 restrictions, the print version was madeavailable on request only and provided to all
potentially impacted properties owners. All other formats were available online.
Copies of Brochures were available at all public information events and community forums pre-Covid. The
brochures were also a feature of the virtual consultation rooms which are outlined further in this chapter.
Each brochure provided information of the BusConnects objectives, route maps along the particular Proposed
Scheme, accompanied with a route description, key changes and facts, and details for queries and submission
process including timelines and next steps.
See Appendix 3A, 4A and 5A for a copy of the three versions of the Brochure for this Proposed Scheme.
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Below is an extensive but not exhaustive list of other published material which supported the nonstatutory process of public consultation – all of which were made available to download, print or view
on the BusConnects website.
These included the following:
•

Brochures for each Core Bus Corridor

•

Summary “What is BusConnects” information leaflet

•

BusConnects Core Bus Corridor Project Discussion Document June 2018

•

Fact Sheets

•

Preferred Route Option reports

•

Background and Technical Documents including Draft Traffic Impact Assessments Reports,
Approach to Environment Impact Assessments Report, Feasibility and Options Reports per
Scheme

•

Consultation Reports – (following first round of public consultation)

•

Community Forum Presentations

•

Public Realm Design Document

•

Graphics and infographics

•

Press releases

•

Infographics

•

Comment Sheets

•

Online Web Forms

•

A range of animations and videos

•

Press advertisements

For a complete list of published materials available to view and download see Appendix 3F, 4E, 5F.
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The published materials illustrated the level of detail, preparation and proactive engagement that has gone into
both the stakeholder and public consultations. The published materials werecontinually updated with key changes
as the proposals evolved from the Emerging Preferred Route Options to the Preferred Route Options.

4.3 Digital Communications
The BusConnects Dublin programme launched the BusConnects website, www.busconnects.ie during May 2017.
The website is the main repository for all initiatives related to BusConnects. For the CBC Infrastructure Works all
brochures, supporting technical documents, fact sheets,maps, associated documents, consultation reports, contact
information and a range of other information is available to view and download.
In addition, the BusConnects Dublin Core Bus Corridors Infrastructure Works section of the website provides
key documents in a range of accessible formats including pdf, HTML, Easy toRead and Audio. The required
documents have also been translated to provide Irish language versions.
To ensure that busconnects.ie was accessible to everyone including blind, low-vision, keyboard only and switch
users, the BusConnects Infrastructure team is committed to achieving a minimumof conformance level Double-A
with the Web Accessibility Initiative (WAI) Web Content Accessibility Guidelines and complying with the
National Disability Authority IT Accessibility Guidelines.

4.4 Social Media Channels
Twitter and Facebook – A BusConnects Twitter account (@busconnects) and Facebook page (BusConnects)
were established to provide timely and regular updates on the progress of the BusConnects Programme. These
online and digital tools have been used extensively to inform,educate and advertise the public consultation
phases, public events, animations, timelines and closing dates. These information channels provided regular
updates as the CBC Infrastructure Works designs evolved, as well as keeping stakeholders informed on the
progress of the consultation process.
See Appendix 6F for examples of Twitter and Facebook activity.
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4.5 Email, and Freephone and Post Channels
From the commencement of the BusConnects Dublin Core Bus Corridors Infrastructure Works,it was
important to provide a range of two-way communication options for all stakeholders, including the
general public, to be able to contact the BusConnects Infrastructure team with queries, send
submissions and also requests for brochures or additional supporting documents to be issued.

The Freephone service (1800 303 653) – is available Monday to Friday 9am to 5pm and isfor both
general queries and also for potentially impacted property owners to contact to schedulean individual
meeting with a BusConnects Infrastructure team member for one-to-one meetings in person or via
zoom depending on Covid-19 restrictions.

Emails – A number of separate email addresses were established to deal with the different typesof
information requests and also for the volume of emails related to the CBC Infrastructure Works.

General queries and requests for information and brochures can be sent to info@ busconnects.ie or
cbc@busconnects.ie. These queries are responded to by members of theBusConnects Infrastructure
team.

Submissions and observations on the proposals were invited via the following channels:
•

Online form – this could be found on our website www.busconnects.ie

•

Submission box at available at public information events

•

Email – to cbc@busconnects.ie

•

Or by post to the NTA offices in Dún Scéine

Public representatives – All public representatives have been able to engage and sendqueries into the
NTA via a dedicated email facility for public representatives.

Media - All press and media related queries are received into the press@busconnects.ie emailaddress.
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4.6 Public Information Events
A series of Public Information events were held for the first round of consultation and a number also
took place for the second round prior to the pandemic. These information events took placein accessible
venues at locations along each of the Proposed Schemes. These venues where chosen to maximise the
level of local engagement and attendance where possible. The dates and locations of each Public
Consultation Event are listed in the tables below. These events allowed members of the public to
speak directly and in detail with members of the BusConnectsInfrastructure team about the proposals.
At each event, the following was available:
•

Personnel from the BusConnects Infrastructure team and relevant Engineering Design service
providers were on site to engage with stakeholders.

•

Large scale overall route maps to view.

•

Individual Large scale “pull-up” display maps (2mtrs x 1mtrs) for each section of the proposed
route to view.

•

Hard copies of the Scheme brochures for members of the public to view and take away.

•

A1 and A2 large copies of the route maps for review.

•

Electronic interactive screens to access other information like Google Maps were also used.

•

Comment sheets for members of the public to make comments or provide their submission in
writing on the day.

•

Copies of previous Feasibility and Option Documents were available to view; etc.

These non-statutory Public Information Events were advertised in local newspapers, through radio, on
the BusConnects website, through extensive email reminders to public representatives,Local
Authorities’ Public Partnership Networks (PPN’s), emails to Community Forum members, promoted
through social media and digital channels.
During the second round of non-statutory public consultation in March 2020, some of the scheduled
Public Consultation Information Events had to be cancelled due to the Covid-19 pandemic and
Government health guidelines at that time. Covid-19 restrictions were still in place during the third
round of non-statutory public consultation, but an alternative method to facilitate interactive
engagement to replace public information events was devised.
A list of the public consultation information events as well as sample images of the events can be seen
in Appendix 6A
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4.6.1 First Round of Non-Statutory Public Consultation Information Events on the Core Bus Corridor
Emerging Preferred Route Option:

Phase 1
Corridor
Clongriffin to
City Centre
Swords
to City Centre

Venue
The Hilton Hotel,
Clongriffin.
Carnegie Court
Hotel, Swords

Blanchardstown
to City Centre

Crowne Plaza,
Blanchardstown

Lucan
to City Centre

The West County,
Chapelizod

Dublin City Centre
Venue

The Gresham Hotel,
Upper O’Connell St.

Date

Time

Tuesday 10th
January 2019

1pm – 9pm

Friday 11th
January 2019

1pm – 9pm

Tuesday 15th
January 2019

1pm – 9pm

Wednesday 16th
January 2019

1pm – 9pm

Thursday 17th
January 2019

1pm – 9pm

Phase 2
Corridor

Venue

Date

Time

Bray to City Centre

Talbot
Hotel
Stillorgan

Thursday
10thJanuary
2019

3pm- 8pm

UCD Ballsbridge
to City Centre /
Blackrock to Merrion

Clayton
BurlingtonHotel

Wednesday 27th
March 2019

3pm- 8pm

The Convention Centre, Spencer Dock

Monday 1st April 2019

Ballymun Axis
ArtsCentre

Wednesday 3rd April
2019

Ringsend to City
Centre

Ballymun to City
Centre / Finglas to
Phibsborough

3pm- 8pm

3pm- 8pm
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Phase 3
Corridor

Venue

Date

Clondalkin
to
Drimnagh

Our Lady’s Hall,
Mourne Road

Tuesday 19th
February 2019

Greenhills
to City Centre

Red Cow Morans
Hotel

Tuesday 26th
February 2019

Clondalkin To
Drimnagh/Liffey
Valley to City Centre

Clayton Hotel,
Liffey Valley

Kimmage
to City Centre

Dublin City Council,
Civic Offices

Tuesday 5th
March 2019

Tallaght
to Terenure

St. Mary’s RFC,
Templeville Road

Thursday 7th
March 2019

Rathfarnham
to City
Centre

Hilton Hotel,
Charlemont Place

Monday 11th
March 2019

Combined Location

Dublin City Council,
Civic Offices

Thursday 28th
February 2019

Time
3pm – 8pm

3pm – 8pm

3pm – 8pm

3pm – 8pm

3pm – 8pm

3pm – 8pm

3pm – 8pm

4.6.2 Second Round of Non-Statutory Public Consultation Information Events on the Core Bus
Corridor EmergingPreferred Route Option:

Corridor
Clongriffin to City
Centre & Swords
toCity Centre

Bray to City Centre

Venue

Date

Time

The
Bonnington
Hotel,
Whitehall

Wednesday 11th
March 2020

11.30am 7.30pm

The Talbot
Hotel,Stillorgan

Thursday 12th
March 2020

11.30am 7.30pm

Other CBC Public Information events cancelled due to Covid 19
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4.7 Virtual Consultation Rooms
Due to the Covid19 pandemic, which commenced with restrictions in March 2020 and continuedthroughout the second
and third public consultation rounds, the BusConnects Infrastructure teamdeveloped online and virtual elements to assist
the public in viewing and reading the proposals.
Our primary virtual interactive tool during the final third phase of public consultation was the useof virtual consultation
rooms available through the BusConnects website. Theses rooms were online for a six week period (24hrs x 7 days a
week) and received over 7,000 views. In these virtual rooms, all Scheme materials were available for perusal, such as the
brochure, maps and all associated support documentation. There was also audio description of the brochure information.
There was also a call back facility within the virtual rooms for any stakeholder to book a phone
call back from a member of the BusConnects Infrastructure team for additional information ormore detailed queries.
These Virtual Consultation Rooms replaced the more traditional Public Information Events due to the Covid restrictions on
face-to-face interactions, typically used during non-statutory publicconsultation. Compared to the face-to-face Public
Information Events utilised during the first round of Non-Statutory Public Consultation the numbers of the public that
engaged increased significantly due to the online access available through this facility.
Appendix 5C shows examples of a virtual room layout and content.

4.8 Public Information and Advertising Campaigns
In order to reach as wide-ranging an audience as feasible across the Core Bus Corridor Schemeseach phase of the nonstatutory public consultation was supported by a comprehensive public information and advertising campaign. The
campaigns were run across a range of media channelsin a range of different formats. All the public information campaigns
provided clear information and contact details with the BusConnects and NTA brand and logos so they could be easily
recognised and read.
The advertisements detailed where stakeholders could access further information on the Schemes including viewing the
proposals, joining community forums, making submissions andattending public information events were published in
local and national newspapers. These advertisements were also placed on social media channels. Radio adverts played on
local and national stations as well as Out of Home (OOH) bus shelters, on board buses and Luas advertisements. Targeted
adverts were placed on Twitter, Instagram and Facebook.
See Appendix 2F, 3H, 4G and 5H for all advertisement material.
A press release was released for each round and phase of public consultation and was followedup by media briefings and
presentations. The BusConnects Infrastructure team met with various media outlets and publications to discuss the
proposals in detail and give media interviews. Presscoverage of each phase was important in ensuring that details reached
as wide an audience as possible, capturing those who may not ordinarily see advertisements or NTA announcements
online and on social media.
For details on press coverage and reach of the BusConnects Programme from 2018-2021,
please see appendix 3G, 4F and 5G.
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5. Direct Engagement with Key
Stakeholder Groups on the Core Bus
Corridor Infrastructure Works
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5.1 Background
In addition to developing and implementing an extensive process of consultation on the CBC Infrastructure Works,
the BusConnects Infrastructure team put in place a dedicated engagement plan for key stakeholders interested and
potentially impacted by the Schemes.
Over the course of three years, the BusConnects Infrastructure team established new processesof engagement with
potential directly impacted property owners along each of the routes as well as members of their communities who
demonstrated an interest in the CBC Infrastructure
Works.

5.2 Potentially Impacted Properties
Across the 12 Schemes at the Emerging Preferred Route Options stage, a number of propertieswere identified that would
potentially be impacted by the proposals in terms of property acquisition. The potential impact on the properties may
include loss of front gardens, walls, andgate/entrances/parking.
At each phase of the non-statutory public consultation all such properties were contacted in advance of the
publication of each set of proposals through registered post. The letters weresent in advance of any wider public
communications regarding the plans. This was to allow the property owners and/or those renting the opportunity to
receive details of any potential
impact on their property before the public consultation information was published. These lettersoffered a direct line of
one-on-one communication with the BusConnects Infrastructure team and details of the engagement process and copies
of the full brochure and relevant route maps
followed.
During the Emerging Preferred Route Option non-statutory Public Consultation, 1543 letters
were issued to potentially impacted properties.

Public Consultation Round
Emerging Preferred Route Option Public
Consultation (14 Nov 2018 - 31 May 2019)

Potentially Impacted
Property
1543
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Similarly, during the following second and third Preferred Route Option Public Consultations launched in March and
November 2020, over 3,000 letters were issued to continually impacted,
newly impacted and no longer impacted property owners as seen in the table below.

Public
Consultation
Round

Letter
Type:
Continually
Impacted
Property

Preferred
RouteOption
Public
Consultation
(04 March
2020
– 30 April 2020)

990

Preferred
RouteOption
Public
Consultation
(04 Nov 2020
- 16 Dec 2020)

962

Letter Type:
Newly
Impacted
Property

Letter Type:
No Longer
Impacted
Property

294

766

32

100

Appendix 3E, 4D and 5E – examples of each type of letter and sample map types issued.

5.3 One to One meetings
As there are a considerable number of potentially impacted properties it has been important that the BusConnects
Infrastructure team provide a one to one meeting provision for any property owner who expressed an interest. This
meeting service has been in place since the first round of consultation began and has been continuous since. The one to
one meetings are with experienced BusConnects Infrastructure team members who have direct responsibility forthe
specific Scheme that the property is on. There has been almost 600 meetings to-date and in addition to the meetings
there has been continuous phone calls and emails to maintain and support the engagement. These meetings continued
during Covid-19 restrictions in a virtual capacity and are anticipated to continue throughout the planning and
construction stages of each Scheme.

5.4 Community Forums
A number of Community Forums were established during the first round of non-statutory publicconsultation in 2018 and
have continued through all three rounds of consultation. The aim of the Community Forums was to create a two-way
communication process with representatives of local communities, establish and build relationships, provide timely
updates on the designs and plans, whilst listening to the issues and concerns raised by members of the community. There
are currently 13 individual Community Forums.
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The table below details the names of each Community Forum, the number of meetings held todate and the number of participants registered

Community
Forum

Average
number of
Attendees

Number
of
Meetings
Held

Clongriffin to City Centre Community Forum

24

3

Swords to City Centre Community Forum

105

4

Ballymun to City Centre & Finglas to Phibsborough Community Forum

75

3

Blanchardstown to City Centre Community
Forum

94

4

Lucan to City Centre Community Forum

38

3

Liffey Valley to City Centre Community Forum

48

3

Clondalkin to Drimnagh & Greenhills to City
Centre Community Forum

62

Tallaght to Terenure Community Forum

215

3

Kimmage to City Centre Community Forum

185

3

Rathfarnham to City Centre Community Forum

285

3

Bray to City Centre Community Forum

83

3

UCD Ballsbridge to City Centre & Blackrock to
City Centre Community Forum

166

Ringsend to City Centre Community Forum

28

3

Total:

1,408

41

3

3

Community Forums have a current membership of over 1400 members and are a productiveand valuable process to
allow constructive ideas to be brought forward to inform the overall proposals.
Membership of the Community Forum comprises of typically two representatives from local resident and community
associations, all disability groups or special interest groups, business organisations and public representatives along each

31

Clongriffin to City Centre / Core Bus Corridor Scheme

scheme. (Please note the number of representatives was increased from a single attendee per group to two following
feedback). The terms of reference for the Community Forums can be seen in Appendix 3D, 4C and 5D.

At the establishment of the Forums all public representatives were invited to attend and become members. The
BusConnects Infrastructure team also emailed all public representativesto inform their constituents about the Forums
and relay the registration process and encourage local participation (Appendix 3B, 4B and 5B respectively).
Advertisements and press adverts (Appendix 3H, 4G and 5H) detailing the aims for establishing Community Forums were
placed in local and national newspapers. These adverts also detailed how to nominate/become a representative at a
Community Forum. Promotion of the CommunityForums was published on the website and through social media channels
and stakeholder emailing.
Each Community Forum meeting was chaired by a dedicated independent chairperson. The Community Forums took
place from 6.30pm/7.00pm to 8.00pm/8.30pm to encourage participation. The venues for each Forum were identified
along each Scheme to be accessible andallow local participation. Where possible all Forums were held in the same venue
repeatedly for consistency.
At each Community Forum, personnel from the BusConnects Infrastructure team provided a detailed presentation on the
particular scheme. The independent chairperson then proceeded to open the floor to a question-and-answer session for the
remainder of the meeting.
During the third round of non-statutory Public Consultation, the Community Forum process needed to be adapted to
function due to the government’s Covid-19 restrictions on gatherings.The decision was taken to host these meetings via
Zoom Webinars. The forum was again chaired by an independent chairperson with members of the BusConnects
Infrastructure team responsible for the scheme presenting the proposals followed by a Q&A session. Attendees were
invited to submit questions via the chat-box feature, these questions were addressed sequentially.In advance of the
Community Forum Webinar, a Community Forum Webinar Protocols documentwas issued to all members outlining how
the webinar would be run on the night. Please see Appendix 5D for a copy of the Community Forum Webinar Protocols
document.
Community Forum presentations were made available to view and download on our website www.busconnects.ie
following each Forum. Members were also emailed a note of the Forum anda copy of the presentation subsequently.
Appendix 6B provides images of the Community Forum “set-up” as well as listing all the Community Forum meetings
which took place.
The Community Forum presentations specific to this Scheme are available in Appendix 3D, 4C and 5D respectively.

As part of the ongoing communications with community forum members, CBC Infrastructure
Works Status Update emails were issued in July 2019, April 2021 and August 2021.
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As part of the ongoing communications with community forum members, CBC Infrastructure Works Status Update emails
were issued in July 2019, April 2021 and August 2021.
See Appendix 3D, 4C, 5D and 6E for copies of these emails
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5.5 Residents Groups
Throughout the BusConnects Dublin Core Bus Corridors Infrastructure Works planning since early 2019, there has been
extensive engagement with local resident’s groups. Numerous residents’ groups sent representatives to the BusConnects
Community Forums but in addition
to the Forums a significant amount of other meetings were held with local resident groups.
As the public consultation phases commenced, the BusConnects Infrastructure team has been contacted by individual
and collective resident groups across many of the schemes. Over the last three years, the BusConnects Infrastructure
team has engaged extensively with about 35 local groups. Almost 90 meetings have been held between these groups and
the BusConnectsInfrastructure team to address local issues and consider alternative options and proposals for specific
areas. Overall, these meetings have been productive and insightful and will continue
throughout the planning and construction stages.
The vast majority of the meetings were scheduled and hosted by the BusConnects Infrastructure team following requests
from the groups to meet. On occasion, the BusConnectsInfrastructure team has instigated engagement with resident
groups to get particular views or
provide relevant updates of the proposals.
The meetings were held in the NTA offices with attendees of average 10 representatives onbehalf of the residents’ group
along with the BusConnects Infrastructure team members
in relation to the relevant scheme. This engagement continued virtually on Zoom when the
Government restrictions were introduced as a result of the Covid-19 pandemic.
A full list of resident group meetings including those specific to the Clongriffin Scheme and
details can be seen in Appendix 6D.

5.6 Public Representatives
The NTA engages with public representatives, at local and national level, in an ongoing manneracross all its projects and
responsibilities. The CBC Infrastructure Works aims to greatly improve bus, cycling and sustainable transport services,
and therefore, engagement and communication at all levels of local and national public representatives is a key
component of the public consultation campaigns.

Since the launch in June 2018 of the BusConnects Core Bus Corridor Discussion Document public representatives are
regularly informed at the commencement of each round of non- statutory public consultation via email and were invited
to attend specific briefings at each
launch date in November 2019, March 2020 and again in November 2020.

34

Clongriffin to City Centre / Core Bus Corridor Scheme

Public representatives are provided with additional brochures, maps and documents upon request and the BusConnects
Infrastructure team respond to many queries forwarded by public
representatives on behalf of their constituents.
All Community Forum presentations, dates of events, invitations and regular CBC Infrastructure
Works updates are sent to public representatives via email as a matter of process.
As part of the ongoing communications with public representatives and stakeholders, CBC
Infrastructure Works Status Update emails were issued in July 2019, April 2021 and August 2021
See Appendix 3D, 4C, 5D and 6E for copies of these emails.
These Updates provided the latest information available at the time of the draft designs andplans. They also gave
indications of next steps and any relevant presentations or materials.
These same Updates were sent to all Community Forum members also.
See Appendix 3B, 4B and 5B for copies of these emails.
Briefings with party groupings and individual elected members were facilitated as well as attendance by the NTA at the
Oireachtas Transport Committee meetings a number of times over the last three years. The BusConnects Infrastructure
team has provided regular updates to
Local Authorities Transport Strategic Planning Committees (SPC’s).
Briefings with party groupings and individual elected members were facilitated as well as attendance by the NTA at the
Oireachtas Transport Committee meetings a number of times over the last three years. The BusConnects Infrastructure
team has provided regular updates to
Local Authorities Transport Strategic Planning Committees (SPC’s).

5.7 Relevant Local Authorities and Transport InfrastructureIreland (TII)
The Local Authorities and Transport Infrastructure Ireland (TII) are key stakeholders for the CBCInfrastructure Works.
These include Dublin City Council (DCC), Fingal County Council (FCC), Dun Laoghaire Rathdown County Council
(DLRDCC), South Dublin County Council (SDCC), Wicklow County Council (WCC) and TII. All 12 Proposed
Schemes of the CBC Infrastructure Works run within the DCC’s geographical area, while sections of many of the
Proposed Schemesrun within the geographical areas of the other county councils. A number of the Proposed Schemes
intersect with sections of LUAS lines and cross or run on sections of the national road network under the operational
responsibility of TII.
Regular lines of communication and technical engagement have been established and grown over the lifetime of the
CBC Infrastructure Works planning process with these key stakeholders.This has ensured that the key planning and
traffic departments within the local authorities and TII are aware of the status of the draft designs and plans. Meetings
are held as necessary on design development or specific issues.
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There are dedicated liaison teams within each local authority and TII to act as a direct link to the BusConnects
Infrastructure team. There are monthly update meetings presented by the Director of Infrastructure to the liaison teams
to brief them collectively on aspects of the designdevelopment. These meetings are an effective means to ensure each
stakeholder is aware of each other’s projects across the areas covered by Schemes and an opportunity to raise issues or
queries. In addition, there is ongoing interactions through meetings, emails and phone calls between the BusConnects
Infrastructure team and the relevant stakeholder liaison personnel for onward engagement and dissemination of
information with their wider organization’s
departments.

5.8 Special Interest Groups
Disability Representative Groups and other special interest groups have also had opportunitiesto engage with the
BusConnects Infrastructure team in the context of Community Forums.
These special interest groups are diverse and representative of commuters, cyclist advocacy groups, disability groups,
environmental and business groups. These groups were provided with maps and brochures as requested, and encouraged
to make submissions on behalf of their members. They were also invited to public meetings and there have been a
number of specific meetings between the BusConnects Infrastructure team, Disability Groups and CyclingAdvocacy
Groups. These meetings broadened the number of stakeholders significantly and
allowed their specific areas of interest and concern to be considered.
Public Participation Networks (PPN) in the relevant local authorities, a network which allows local authorities to
connect with community groups, were also informed regularly on updates surrounding the CBC Infrastructure Works.
Various community and voluntary groups/ organisations register to join the PPN in their local authority area such as
residents’ associations,TidyTowns, disability groups, sporting clubs and environmental groups. The PPNs in Dublin City
Council, South Dublin County Council, Dún Laoghaire-Rathdown County Council, Fingal County Council and
Wicklow County Council were contacted and asked to forward information to their PPN members regarding the CBC
Infrastructure Works non-statutory Public Consultations as well as the Community Forums relevant to their local
authority. These PPN’s had a combined membership of over 1,000 community and voluntary groups.
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6. Consultation on Clongriffin to City
Centre Core Bus Corridor
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6.1 Background
The BusConnects Dublin Core Bus Corridors Infrastructure Works was launched on 29 May 2017by Minister for
Transport, Tourism and Sport Shane Ross TD and NTA CEO Anne Graham at an event held in the Irish Film Institute, 6
Eustace Street, Temple Bar, Dublin 2. This announcement and launch was supported by a press release. The
BusConnects website www.busconnects.ie aswell as specialised social media channels for BusConnects were also
launched. Further details
on the launch and supporting documents can be found in Appendix 1.
Following on from the initial announcement, the National Transport Authority published the Core Bus Corridors Project
Report on 12 June 2018. This was announced via press release whichwas made available on busconnects.ie and
nationaltransport.ie. A media briefing was held to launch the report which was then followed by a drop in briefing for
public representatives. This discussion document set out draft proposals to vastly improve bus journey times and cycling
priority along an increasing number of congested corridors in the Dublin region. The report identified the Clongriffin to
City Centre Core Bus Corridor as one of the proposed CBCs. The
brochure as well as supporting documents can be seen in Appendix 2.

6. 2 Emerging Preferred Route Option: First Round of Non-Statutory Public
Consultation
A. Overview
The first non-statutory round of public consultation on the CBC Infrastructure Works took place on a phased basis. The
first phase of consultation occurred from 14th November 2018 to 29th March 2019. The second phase ran from 23rd
January 2019 to the 30th April 2019 and the final phase ran from 26th February 2019 until the 31st May 2019.
The Clongriffin to City Centre Core Bus Corridor Emerging Preferred Route Option formed part of the first phase of
consultation, which closed on the 29th March 2019. There were 91 submissions received relating to the Clongriffin to City
Centre Core Bus Corridor.
These submissions ranged from individual submissions by residents, commuters and local representatives, to detailed
proposals from public bodies, various associations and privatesector businesses.
The first round of Public Consultation was launched on 14 November 2018 via press release
followed by a media briefing. Please see Appendix 3A for documents relating to this launch.
Advertisements detailing where interested parties could access further information on theCBC including viewing the
proposals, joining community forums, making submissions and attending information events were advertised in local and
national newspapers as well on
social media. (Appendix 3H).
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B. Engagement
i. Potentially Impacted Properties

Letters were delivered to each individual potentially impacted property affected by theCBC during the week starting 12
November 2018. Each potentially impacted property was also sent a copy of the Emerging Preferred Route brochure for
the Clongriffin to City Centre Core Bus Corridor (Please see Appendix 3E for a copy of this letter).
In total, 140 letters were delivered on 09 November 2018 along the Clongriffin to City Centre Core Bus Corridor, with
30 property owners availing of the one-to-one
meetings.

Clongriffin to City Centre CBC Proposed Scheme
Public Consultation Round

Potentially Impacted
Property letters

Emerging Preferred Route Option Public
Consultation (14 Nov 2018 - 31 May 2019)

140

ii. Public Representatives

An email was issued to all TDs, Senators and Councillors in the area in tandem withthe press release, detailing the
CBC and inviting them to view the proposals and to
discuss with their constituents. Individual or party grouping briefings were also offeredas well as information on joining
Community Forums. Please see Appendix 3B for
correspondence with public representatives.

iii. Public Consultation Information events

For the Clongriffin to City Centre Core Bus Corridor, a dedicated information event was held at the Hilton Hotel,
Northern Cross on 10 January 2019 from 13.00 – 21.00. A subsequent information event covering all of the CBCs for
Phase 1 took place at the
Gresham Hotel, O’Connell Street on 17 January 2019 from 13.00 – 21.00.
The information events were advertised in local and national newspapers and on social
media (Appendix 3H).
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iv. Community Forums

The first Community Forum meeting for the Clongriffin to City Centre Core Bus Corridortook place on 11th December
2018 at the Hilton Hotel, Malahide Road from 18.30 – 20.00with approximately 20 representatives in attendance. The
presentation was made available to view and download on our website. Subsequently, a report on the meeting
was issued to all registered attendees (Appendix 3D).

v. Digital and Online Resources

A brochure for the Clongriffin to City Centre Core Bus Corridor was developed and made available to view and
download on the BusConnects website (Appendix 3A). In addition to the brochure, the following technical reports were
also available to view and
download on the website:

•
•
•
•
•
•

Clongriffin to City Centre CBC - Route Selection Report
Clongriffin to City Centre CBC - Concept Design Drawings
Appendix A - MCA Tables
Appendix C - Technical Note on Junctions
Appendix D - Junction modelling report

Following the conclusion of the public consultation, a Consultation Submission Reportwas also made available to view
and download on our website. Hard copies were available upon request.
For a complete list of published materials that were available to view and download during this round of non-statutory
consultation, please see Appendix 3F.

6.3 Preferred Route Option: Second Round of Non-Statutory Public Consultation
A. Overview
Following the first round of consultation, all submissions were reviewed and considered in the design process for each
CBC. In March 2020, the Draft Preferred Route Option waspublished and a public consultation covering the Preferred
Route Option for each CBC including the Clongriffin to City Centre Core Bus Corridor commenced on 4 March 2020
and ran until 17 April 2020. The consultation was announced via press release and a media briefing (Appendix 4F) that
took place in the Alex Hotel, Fenian Street from 10.00 – 12.00.

Due to the COVID-19 pandemic, all events scheduled after 12 March 2020 were cancelled. Indeference to the
submissions we had already received, the decision was made not to cancel the consultation.
Consequently, there were just 30 submissions received relating to the Clongriffin to City Centre Core Bus Corridor.
These submissions ranged from individual submissionsby residents, commuters and local representatives, to detailed
proposals from various associations and private sector businesses.

40

Clongriffin to City Centre / Core Bus Corridor Scheme

Advertisements detailing where interested parties could access further information on the CBC including viewing the
proposals, making a submission and attending informationevents were placed in local and national newspapers, online
and in highly visible areas around the Greater Dublin Area (Appendix 4G)

B. Engagement
i. Potentially Impacted Properties

Following the review of the proposals, there were some changes to the number of properties that were potentially
impacted. Three different versions of a letter (see Appendix 4D) were prepared and the appropriate version delivered to
each of these potentially impacted properties on 02 March 2020, with recipients invited to schedule meetings with the
BusConnects Infrastructure team if they wished to discuss the proposals on an individual basis. There was a version of
the letter for those who had been previously written to in the first round launch and who were continuing to be
potentially impacted. There was a version of the letter for those who had not been previously written to in the first round
launch and who were now newly potentially impacted, and there was a version of the letter for those who had been
previously written to in the first round launch and who were no longer continuing to be potentially impacted.
149 letters were distributed along the Clongriffin to City Centre Core Bus Corridor Proposed Scheme with 4 meetings
taking place.
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Clongriffin to City Centre CBC Proposed Scheme
Public
Consultation
Round

Continually
Impacted
Property

Newly
Impacted
Property

Preferred Route
Option Public
Consultation
(04 March 2020
– 17 April 2020)

114

10

No Longer
Impacted
Property

25

ii. Public Representatives

An email was issued to all public representatives on the morning of the launch, in advanceof the press release. An
invitation was sent on 2 March 2020 to all public representativesinviting them to attend a drop-in briefing for all public
reps in the Alex Hotel from 14.00
– 17.30 on the date of the launch (Appendix 4B). TDs, Senators and Councillors were invited to attend to view the new
proposals, speak with members of the BusConnects
Infrastructure team and pick up hard copies of the proposals and maps.

iii. Public Consultation Information Events

A public information event for the Clongriffin to City Centre Core Bus Corridor tookplace in the Bonnington Hotel,
Swords Road on 11 March 2020 from 11.30 – 18.30.
Members of the public were invited to attend to review the changes made to the proposals since the first round of
consultation in 2018/19 and to discuss concerns and observations with members of the BusConnects Infrastructure team.
While this public consultation was completed, due to Covid-19 restrictions being imposed by Governmentin mid-March,
further planned Public Information Events for this CBC were impacted
and had to be cancelled.

iv. Community Forums

The second Community Forum for the Clongriffin to City Centre Core Bus Corridor was held in the Hilton Hotel,
Malahide Road on Wednesday 11th September 2019 from
18.30 – 20.00, with approximately 15 in attendance. This round of Community Forums
were held for each CBC in advance of the launch of second round of non-statutory
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public consultation. The meeting aimed to keep members updated on the design process between the first and second
consultation. The presentation was emailed to attendees following the meeting and was also made available to view and
download onour website. Subsequently, a report on the meeting was issued to registered attendees.
Both the presentation and report can be seen in Appendix 4C.

v. Resident Groups

Throughout the CBC Infrastructure Works, residents’ groups have been engaged with. Members of the BusConnects
Infrastructure team met representatives of the
Marino Residents Association on 30th September 2019 to discuss the proposals on the
Clongriffin to City Centre Core Bus Corridor.

vi. Digital and Online resources

As with the first round of consultation, all materials relevant to the CBC were made available to view and download on
our website www.busconnects.ie. The brochure was available in Easy to Read format, plain text and audio description
as well as an Irishversion. Hard copies of the brochures were also available upon request. Traffic Count
Data 2019 – 2020 was also published for consideration during this round of consultation,
with information on each CBC.
For a complete list of published materials that were available to view and download
during this round of non-statutory consultation, please see Appendix 4E.

6.4 Preferred Route Option: Third Round of Non-StatutoryPublic Consultation
A. Overview
The third round of non-statutory public consultation for the CBC Infrastructure Works took place from 4th November
2020 until 16th December 2020 on the updated Draft Preferred Route Option, including for the Clongriffin to City
Centre Core Bus Corridor. With the continuing effect of the Covid-19 pandemic and associated Government restrictions,
the third Public Consultation was held largely virtually. Our regular consultation communicationmethods were adapted
to allow the process to take place using virtual and online facilities. The consultation was announced via press release,
on our website and on social media (Appendix 5G).
All relevant information including the updated Information Brochures and the public consultation reports were made
available on the BusConnects website (https://busconnects.ie) to view and download.
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Advertisements detailing where interested parties could access further information on the CBC including viewing the
proposals, making a submission and attending informationevents were placed in local and national newspapers, online
and in highly visible areas around the Greater Dublin Area (Appendix 5H)

There were 150 submissions received as part of the Clongriffin to City Centre Core Bus
Corridor during this round of non-statutory public consultation.

B. Direct Engagement with Key Stakeholders
i. Potentially Impacted Properties

Those continuing to be potentially impacted; newly potentially impacted; or no-longerpotentially impacted properties
were written to directly (Appendix 5E) to receive information on the consultation in advance of any wider publication of
the proposals. One-to-one meetings were offered via Zoom or over the phone for those who wished to discuss the
proposals further in relation to their own property as part of the
consultation process.
124 letters were sent between 01 and 03 November 2020, 20 meetings took place.

Clongriffin to City Centre CBC Proposed Scheme
Public
Consultation
Round Three
Preferred Route
Option Public
Consultation
(04 Nov 2020
– 16 Dec 2020)

Letter Type:
Continuing
Potentially
Impacted
Property
110

Letter Type:
Newly
Potentially
Impacted
Property

Letter Type:
No Longer
Potentially
Impacted
Property

1

1
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ii. Public Representatives

Public representatives were made aware of the publication of the revised proposals via email. This email also contained
information on Community Forums for TDs, Senators and Councillors to assist in spreading awareness of the meetings.
A briefing session wasorganized via Zoom to take place on 4 November 2020 from 14.00 – 15.00. Members of the
Transport & Communications Networks Oireachtas Committee were separately made aware of the launch. Please see
Appendix 5B for engagement with public representatives.

iii. Public Consultation Virtual Information Rooms

Due to ongoing Government restrictions, traditional information events required a rethink.Virtual rooms were created for
each CBC that could be accessed for the entirety of the consultation dates. The rooms could be accessed via the
BusConnects website and contained all of the information needed to make an informed submission. This included
a description of each Preferred Route from start to finish with supporting maps andincluded information of all
revisions made, if any, since the previous rounds of public consultation as well as other supporting documents. Please
refer to Appendix 5C for
material in relation to the public consultation virtual information rooms.
All boards were equipped with audio description. Over the seven weeks of the consultation, 363 unique users visited the
virtual information room for Clongriffin to City
Centre Core Bus Corridor.
The virtual rooms also contained a feature for members of the public to request a call back service from a member of
the BusConnects Infrastructure team should theyrequire more information. 1 call was requested for the Clongriffin to
City Centre Core Bus Corridor.
The consultation period remained open until 16th December 2020 and submissions could be made by email, through the
virtual consultation room or by post.

iv. Community Forums

A further round of Community Forums were run during the third round of Public Consultation. Members of each
Community Forum were contacted directly on the day of the launch of the public consultation via email. As with the
public information events,the Community Forum process needed to be adapted to function during government
restrictions on gatherings. The decision was taken to host these meetings via Zoom Webinars. The forum was again
chaired by an independent chairperson with members of the BusConnects Infrastructure team responsible for the CBC
presenting the proposals, followed by a Q & A session. Attendees were invited to submit questions via
the chat-box feature, these questions were addressed in order of submission.
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The Clongriffin to City Centre Community Forum meeting took place on 18th November2020 from 18.30 – 20.00 with
approximately 15 representatives in attendance.
Subsequently, a note on the meeting was issued to registered attendees. Materials in
relation to this Community Forum can be seen in Appendix 5D.

v. Resident Groups

All Resident Groups along the Proposed Scheme were alerted to the publication of theconsultation via email. Zoom
meetings were available for any groups that wished to meet with the BusConnects Infrastructure team to discuss the
impact of the proposals
on their community and express their views.

vi. Digital and Online resources

Due to Covid-19 restrictions, all communications were done online via the BusConnectswebsite and Zoom. In addition
to the virtual rooms, the following documents were
available on our website to view and download:
•

Information Brochure for Revised Preferred Route Option (in English and Irish)

•

Audio version of Brochure

•

HTML version of Brochure

•

Draft Preferred Route Option Consultation Report

•

Proposed Approach to Environmental Assessment

•

Draft Transport Modelling Report

For a complete list of published materials that were available to view and download during this round of non-statutory
consultation, please see Appendix 5F.
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7. Summary and Conclusions
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Figure 1.4 Timeline for the Core Bus Corridor Process
The BusConnects Infrastructure team carried out three rounds of non-statutory public consultation between November 2018 and
December 2020. The lengthy and extensive public consultation phasesensured the views and observations of a large number of
key stakeholders and the general public were received and considered. From the first to the third round of public consultation
over 17,000 submissions were received and reviewed by the BusConnects Infrastructure team. These submissionsplayed a
significant role to inform the draft designs and plans whereby a range of amendments and adaptions were included as a direct
result of the stakeholder and consultation process.
In summary, the stakeholder engagement and public consultation allowed for an effective
two-way communication to inform and build relationships with our key stakeholders.
Since 2018, the BusConnects Infrastructure team has provided an active and prominent level of communication and
engagement. This has included the provision and publication of a large number of draft designs, communication materials and
support documents to assist in informing stakeholdersfrom the Emerging Preferred Route phase all the way to the Preferred
Route designs. The public consultation and engagement process has resulted in a considerable level of public awareness and
understanding of the BusConnects CBC Infrastructure Work’s aims and objectives. It has also led to the BusConnects
Infrastructure team having a keen appreciation of the many stakeholder issues and
to be able to consider them during the draft design and planning phases of each individual Scheme.
In conclusion, the non-statutory public consultation rounds provided local and informative insights;allowed for considerable
discourse and engagement and in many cases enhanced aspects of the draft designs. The public consultation has ensured that the
BusConnects Infrastructure team were cognisant of stakeholder feedback and appraised of many local considerations as the
designs evolved.
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“The average daily traffic at
the tolling point on the M50
for example, was almost 18%
higher in 2016 than two
years earlier in 2014.”

BusConnects Transforming City Bus Services

BusConnects
Transforming City
Bus Services
Ireland in 2017 has left behind the worst of the recession caused by the economic
crises in 2007/2008. The economy is growing strongly;more and more people are at
work; the number of visitors to the country is at record levels. But threats and
challenges remain, with traffic and transport among the key problems facing the
region.

Congestion is in danger of strangling the life out
of our cities,and we need an ambitious public
transport plan to get to gripswith it.
The number of cars on the roads is increasing. It
takes longer to travel to work, to college and to
school than last year or the yearbefore. The
working day is getting longer as traffic delays force
people to leave earlier for work and return later
each day.
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As a barometer for the region, the average daily
traffic at the tolling point on the M50 was almost
18% higher in 2016 than twoyears earlier in 2014.
Increased traffic means slower speeds and
longer journeys. On the M50, the average
journey from Junction 3 (at the M1) to Junction 6
(at the N3) took three times longer in 2016 than
in 2010.
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“Journeys by car
in the morning
peak hour take, on
average, over 18%
longer than just
two years ago.”

This trend accelerated during 2016 with the
average traffic speed across the region in the
morning peak decreasing from
39.1 km per hour in 2015 to 33.7 km per hour in
2016, a fall of13.8%.
As traffic speeds decrease, peoples’ journey times
by car increase. On average, journeys by car
across the region during the morning peak hour
take over 18% longer than two years ago.
The situation facing the Dublin region is that:

M1 to N3 Journey Time
20 min

15 min

10 min

5 min

0 min

0 without decisive action, traffic congestion will
continue togrow;
0 it will impact the ability of the region to grow economically;
0 longer journey times and increased travel stress
will diminishmany people’s quality of life; and
0 environmental emissions targets will not be met.

2010

2011
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2013

2014

2015
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Fig 1: Peak Hour Congestion
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Our solution
The Transport Strategy for the Greater Dublin Region 2016-2035
(“Transport Strategy”) provides a framework for transport development
across the region over the next two decades. It identifies rail, metro and
Luas projects that need to be implemented but, significantly, it
recognises that the bus system will be the main form of public transport
for most people and that the bus systemneeds to be fundamentally
transformed to serve the needs of the region.

Dublin is a low density city - we don’t have skyscrapers, and 0 building a network of “next generation”
bus corridors on themost people live in single house units. This means that very few
busiest
bus routes to make bus journeys faster, predictableareas of Dublin have the size and concentration of
population to
and reliable;
support rail-based public transport. For most corridors in Dublin,
0 introducing Bus Rapid Transit, a higher
bus transport represents the optimum public transport solution.
quality of bus system,
on three of the busiest corridors;
We now need sweeping changes to our bus system to enable
it to fully meet the needs of a modern public transport system; 0 completely redesigning the network of
a more efficient
bus routes to provideone which enables more people to travel to more places,
network, connecting more places and conveniently and efficiently.
carrying more passengers;
0 developing a state-of-the-art
BusConnects is a plan to fundamentally transform Dublin’s bus
ticketing system using creditsystem, so that journeys by bus will be fast, reliable, punctual,
and debit cards or mobile phones to link with
payment convenient and affordable.
accounts and making payment much more
convenient;
0 implementing a cashless
It will enable more people to travel by bus than ever before, and
payment system to vastly speed up allow bus commuting to become a viable and attractive choice
passenger boarding times;
for employees, students, shoppers and visitors.
0 revamping the fare system to provide a simpler fare

BusConnects aims to overhaul the current bus system in the structure, allowing seamless movement
between different Dublin region by:
transport services without financial penalty;

0 implementing a new bus livery providing a modern look andfeel to the
new bus system;
0 rolling out new bus stops with better signage and information and
increasing the provision of additional busshelters; and
0 transitioning - starting now - to a new bus fleet using low-emission
vehicle technologies.
BusConnects represents a reimagining of the bus services for the Dublin
region. It encompasses the revamping of all aspectsof the bus system:
from the ticketing technology to the road infrastructure; from the bus
stops to the network of routes; andfrom the fare structure to the vehicle
livery.

Appendix

It represents a bold solution to a complex problem.
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“The bus system
needs to be
fundamentally
transformed to
serve the needs
of the region.”

A network of “Next generation” bus
corridors

BusConnects Transforming City Bus Services

7

At the heart of the BusConnects project is the proposal to develop continuous bus
lanes, as far as is practicable,along the busiest bus corridors.

The Transport Strategy sets out a network of bus corridors
We want to remove the current delays and
uncertainties, so forming the “Core Bus Network” for the Dublin region. There are
that in the future, bus
journeys will be faster, more punctual eleven radial bus corridors planned in addition to the Bus Rapid and more
reliable. Making those changes is an essential part ofTransit routes, as well as three orbital bus corridors. delivering a
vastly improved service for passengers.

Appendix

At present, these busy bus routes only have dedicated bus lanes
Achieving this will, in some instances, require
a widening of along less than one third of their lengths. This means that for
the road and changes to parking
arrangements, but the end most of the journey, buses are competing for space with general
result will not just be
better services for bus passengers, but willtraffic and so are affected by the increasing levels of congestion.
benefit all users of the corridor.
The resultant delays are a source of real frustration for people Cyclists will be provided with safe cycling facilities,
largely looking for consistent and predictable journey times. This
segregated from other traffic, along these
routes. Pedestrians makes the overall bus system less efficient, less reliable and less
will benefit from additional
safe pedestrian crossing points punctual. As a result, many people do not see any benefit in
and reconstructed
footpaths. Car users will have reduced choosing bus transport.
interactions with cyclists and buses as well a
resurfaced roadway
providing smoother journeys with less wear on vehicles.
Our objective is to develop these eleven radial bus corridors
and three orbital bus corridors so that each will have continuous
We will also take the opportunity of enhancing
key local centresbus priority – in other words, a continuous bus lane in each
on the corridors with additional
landscaping and other works direction. This “next generation” of bus corridors will deliver a
aimed at improving
the local environment in these centres. transformation in the performance of these routes, making it
easier and quicker for you to come and go by bus, whether your
journey is related to your job, your studies, or your social life and
family life.
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Fig 2: Proposed Radial Bus + BRT Corridors
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Fig 3: Proposed Orbital Bus Corridors
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“BRT will be a
great solution
on some of the
busiest routes
forming the Core
Bus Network.”

Bus Rapid Transit

BRT will represent a major step-change in the
provision of bus services on some of the busier
bus corridors in the Dublin

Bus Rapid Transit (BRT) is a high-quality bus
based transit system that delivers a service
higher speeds and quality of service
traditional bus services.

region.

A typical BRT system uses multi-door vehicles, higher platformswith
for level boarding and stops that are spaced further apart than than
those that serve conventional buses. Using different vehicles

than normal buses, a BRT route can cater for a higher
volume of
passengers than a
We’re planning to do this by improving road infrastructure
normal bus corridor. and providing specially designed vehicles, with rapid, frequent
In designing the BRT details, we will ensure that it is fully
operations and faster boarding and alighting.
integrated into the overall bus system, providing a
coordinated
overall network.
We are proposing that a number of the Core Radial Bus
Corridors will be developed as Bus Rapid Transit
routes, wherethe passenger numbers forecast are
approaching the limits of conventional bus route
capacity.

BusConnects Transforming City Bus Services

Fig 4: Proposed BRT Corridors
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“Currently over
70% of fare
payments are
made by Leap
card.”

Fares and Ticketing Systems

will require a move to either a “tag-on” and “tag-off” facility,

Without changing the ticketing systems and
the bus fares structure, the overall project
would not deliver the full benefits that are
possible under this transformation.

order to reduce the need to interact with the driver for fare
payments.

similar to Luas and DART, or a single “flat fare” approach
in
As part of this process, cashless operation will be introduced
on all buses, to remove the delays caused by cash payments.

Currently over 70% of fare payments are made by Leap
card. As
The second biggest source of bus delays, after traffic this increases over the next couple of years, the
cashless regime will
transition to acongestion, is the payment process at bus stops. Payment of
become easier.
fares by cash is still commonplace, slowing down the boarding
BusConnects will incorporate the latest
time. Even when using the Leap Card, the complexity of
developments in
payment stages means a high percentage of passengers have account-based ticketing technology, potentially
allowing use of
credit / debit cards or mobile
to interact with the driver, with resultant delays at bus stops. At
devices as a convenient means
busy bus stops these delays can be for several minutes. Multiply of
payment. This will also allow integration with other transport by the number of busy stops on a route, and
payments such as parking facilities and bicycle
those delays
hire.
accumulate to add significantly to the overall journey time.
Under BusConnects we will simplify and

BusConnects Transforming City Bus Services
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Oibriú ag Dublin Bus
Operated by Dublin Bus

Oibriú ag Dublin Bus
Operated by Dublin Bus

Fig 6: Sample Bus Livery Designs

Under BusConnects we are proposing a new, fresh
and modernlook for the bus system by introducing
a redesigned bus livery,

Bus Livery
Legislation requires that the National
Transport Authority “shall for the purposes of
promoting public transport, design, develop
and secure the implementation of a single
brand to be used by all public transport

Appendix

providing services in accordance
contract with selected.
the Authority.”

which is the painted exterior of the buses. As well as reflecting
the overall ambition of transforming the bus system, this

will also accommodate the potential of additional operators
providing bus services as part of overall network.

We will ensure that the new bus livery is attractive and conveys

operators
with a public transport services

the image of a modern, effective transit system. We will seek

people’s views on potential designs before a final bus livery is
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Bus Stops
Roadside facilities and roadside informationare
essential components of a modern
bus system. Across the region, the current facilities do
not reflect the standard neededto make the overall
system attractive and easy to use.

Under BusConnects we will introduce a new
style of bus stopto be rolled out across all bus
stops in the Dublin region, with
better route and fare information provided in each
case and withtimetable information specific to
each stop. All operators will adopt this style and
the current assortment of poles at multi- operator
stops will be removed.
We will install more Real Time Passenger
Information (RTPI) signs along the new bus
corridors and elsewhere across the region,
providing accurate next-bus arrival information.
Bus shelter provision will be significantly
expanded as part of the BusConnects plan. A large
number of additional bus shelterswill be provided
in new locations, particularly where connecting

BusConnects Transforming City Bus Services

Fig 7: New style bus stops already in place in Cork City will be rolled out across the network
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Aip Journey Planner

Aip Real Time Ireland

Chun turas iompair phoiblí ar bith
ar oileán na hÉireann a phleanáil
faigh an aip Journey Planner

Chun am na chéad seirbhíse eile
ón áit seo a fháil faigh an aip Real
Time Ireland

Journey Planner App

Real Time Ireland App

To plan any journey by public
transport in the island of Ireland
get the Journey Planner App

To find out the time of the next
service from here get the Real
Time Ireland App

info @nationaltransport.ie
01 879 8300

www.facebook.com/
busireann

@buseireanndeals

Scan an cód
chun Faisnéis
Fíor-Ama a fháil

Scan code
Stop 237001

for Real Time
Information

www.transportforireland.ie
www.leapcard.ie

Travel Centre
Busáras, Store Street
Dublin 1

info@buseireann.ie

1850 836 611

An chéad bhus eile – seol téacs chuig 53035

Seol uimhir do stad bus chuig 53035* chun amanna na
chéad cheithre bhus eile á n-oibriú ón stad seo a fháil.
*Costas 30c ar gach teachtaireacht faighte móide gnáth-ráta SMS.
D’fhéadfadh muirir oibreoirí líonra a bheith le híoc, tá an tseirbhís á soláthar
ag Open Sky Systems. Ag stad bus is féidir leat do chuardach a bheachtú trí
uimhir do bhealaigh a chur leis, m.sh. téacsáil uimhir stad an bhus móide
spás móide uimhir an bhealaigh chuig 53035, m.sh. téacsáil 1234 15

www.facebook.com/
busireann

Next bus - text to 53035

Text your bus stop number to 53035* for the times
of the next four buses operated from this stop.

Aip Journey Planner

Aip Real Time Ireland

Chun turas iompair phoiblí ar bith
ar oileán na hÉireann a phleanáil
faigh an aip Journey Planner

Chun am na chéad seirbhíse eile
ón áit seo a fháil faigh an aip Real
Time Ireland

Journey Planner App

Real Time Ireland App

To plan any journey by public

To find out the time of the next

transport in the island of Ireland
get the Journey Planner App

service from here get the Real
Time Ireland App

01 879 8300

@buseireanndeals

*Costs 30c per message received plus standard rate SMS. Network
operator charges may apply, service provided by Open Sky Systems.
At a bus stop you can refine your search by adding your route
number, e.g. text your bus stop number followed by a space
followed by your route number to 53035 e.g. text 1234 15

info @nationaltransport.ie
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BUS
Stop

243771

Br an Gheata Thiar
Westgate Road

18:12 18:42 19:12 19:42

14:15 14:35 14:55 15:15

An tAcra
TheAcre

Rinn Mhachan

10:13 10:42 11:12 11:42

09:37 10:07 10:37

10:15 10:35 10:55 11:15
12:55 13:15 13:35 13:55

25

nóim
mins

Dé Domhnaigh
Sunday

07:39 08:07 08:37 09:07

08:55 09:15 09:35 09:55

Rugby Park
Rugby Park

Bóthar Rinn Mhachan
Mahon Point Road

68
nóim
mins

Luan- Aoine
Monday - Friday
Tá na hamanna
bus a sonraítear
garbh

21

48

35
nóim
mins

203

20

24

23:08 23:28 23:48

I dTreo Baile Féitheán
Towards Ballyphehane

Bóthar an Phiarsaigh
Pearse Road

Sceiche Airde
Skehard Lawn

12:33 12:53 13:13 13:33

12:33 12:53 13:13 13:33

19

23

11:13 11:33 11:53 12:13

Infheidhme amhail ag / Operative from 01/01/16

An Bóthar Síorghlas
Evergreen Road

Páirc Mhuire
Marian Park

09:53 10:13 10:33 10:53
11:13 11:33 11:53 12:13

23:08 23:28 23:48

16

Plásóg Beaumont
Beaumont Lawn

08:13 08:43 09:13 09:33

08:33 08:53 09:13 09:33
09:53 10:13 10:33 10:53

21:48 22:08 22:28 22:48

An ÓstaTempall
TheTemple Inn

23

Dé Domhnaigh
Sunday

07:13 07:33 07:53 08:13

07:43 07:53 08:03 08:13

20

Céide Beaumont
Beaumont Drive

202

Dé Sathairn
Saturday

07:03 07:13 07:23 07:33

08:23 08:33

10

18

CLCG Rinn Mhachan
ngmahon GAA Pitch

Bus times given
are approximate

08:38 gach
-19:28 every

19

Oifigí CSO
CSO Offices

bus a sonraítear
garbh

17

Bailtíní Chiplee
ChipleeVillas

An Corrán
The Crescent

ITowards
dTreo CLCG
Rinn Mhachan
Ringmahon
GAA Pitch
Luan- Aoine
Monday - Friday

15

16

Eastát Richmond
Richmond Estate

Baile anTeampaill
Ballintemple

Bus Éireann

Scan an cód
chun Faisnéis
Fíor-Ama a fháil

Scan code
Stop 237001

for Real Time
Information

www.transportforireland.ie
www.leapcard.ie

Bus Éireann

201 208 219

17

Appendix

18

BusConnects Transforming City Bus Services

“Complete
transition to lowemission vehicles
will begin in
2018.”

Low Emission Vehicles
Tackling the challenges of climate change is a
national priority. BusConnects will contribute

As part of the BusConnects project, a decision on
the optimumfleet technology will be made by the
end of 2017, and either

a single technology or a combination will be selected. A fleet
acquisition plan will be developed to transition the bus fleet to

significantly to that objective.

low emission vehicle types, with the first vehicles under
that
strategy to go into service during 2018.

Moving people from cars onto sustainable transport is essential
By 2023 half of the bus fleet,
approximately 500 buses, will in reducing CO2 emissions and addressing congestion. In be converted to
low emission vehicles. Full conversion will be addition, we intend to transition to a fleet of low
emission
completed by 2030.
vehicles, further enhancing the environmental
contribution ofthe bus system.
The exact low emission technology remains to be
determined. Research is currently on-going into
electric bus solutions, with the technology evolving
rapidly and several manufacturers nowbringing
different vehicle options to market. Compressed
naturalgas / biogas are relatively mature
technologies which are now extensively available

BusConnects Transforming City Bus Services

FOOTPATH

CYCLE
TRACK

BUS LANE

TRAFFIC LANE

Cycling facilities
The implementation of “next generation” bus
corridors as part of BusConnects doesn’t just
address the bus requirements along those
it also allows the creation of a “next
generation” network of cycling facilities.

Appendix

The major bus corridors also represent the major
cycling arteriesfor the city. The reconstruction of
these roads to provide the essential bus lanes that
are needed for BusConnects also provides the
opportunity to similarly transform the cycling
infrastructure.
On each of the Core Bus Network corridors, we
will provide high quality cycling facilities,
segregated from the bus lanes andgeneral traffic
lanes as far as is practicable. When implemented,
this will mean that inexperienced cyclists, as well
experienced cyclists, will be able to use these
routes safely. A typical plannedlayout is shown
above.

TRAFFIC LANE

BUS LANE

CYCLE
TRACK

19

FOOTPATH

This benefits the bus system as well. It avoids
cyclists sharing bus lanes with buses, where the
bus speed can be limited to the
speed of the slowest cyclist in the lane, and removes many of
the conflicts that bus drivers have to deal with.

Accordingly, the implementation of BusConnects will also see routes
the delivery of a network of key cycle routes, which form the
foundation of the overall cycle network that has been planned

for the Greater Dublin Area.

–
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P&R

Park and Ride Facilities
Maximising the potential of the BusConnects
project means enabling more people to use
the bus services instead of private cars.

As part of BusConnects, a network of park and ride facilities will

be developed at key locations along the radial road
network.
Indicative locations are shown in Figure 8 - these will be subject
to more detailed assessment as part of the project’s delivery

and may change. Additional locations may be added.

At each location, we are planning a high frequency bus
service,
For those travelling longer distances, the optimum strategy is primarily availing of the redesigned bus network.
Where
a park and ride arrangement, where they can make part of the supplementary services are needed to
ensure a comprehensivejourney by car, then leave the car in a dedicated car park and operation, these
will be provided.
complete the journey by bus.
Parking charges and bus fares will be integrated,
ensuring a Bus-based Park and Ride needs careful siting of the car parks,
seamless connection
between the parking facility and the buscoupled with a high frequency of bus service, to operate
system.
successfully. Ideally, the location of the parking
facilities shouldbe just outside the area of
congestion and conveniently locatedfor car users
on the particular corridor.

BusConnects Transforming City Bus Services

Fig 8: Indicative Locations of Park and Ride Facilities

M1 J4 Lissenhall
Swords

N3 Parkway
Dunboyne

M50 J5 Charlestown

M50 J4 North East

Blanchardstown

Leixlip

M4 J5 Celbridge

Docklands

Lucan
Celbridge
Clondalkin

LUAS Red Cow
Dun Laoghaire
Dundrum

LUAS Cheeverstown
Tallaght

LUAS Carrickmines
Cherrywood

Bray North Woodbrook
Bray

Park and Ride Sites
Bus
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Rail

R761 Bray Southern Cross

Greystones

Greystones DART
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Overall Benefits
BusConnects is a plan to transform Dublin’s bus system so that journeys by bus will
be fast, reliable, punctual, convenient and affordable. It will enable more people to
travel by bus than ever before, and allow bus commuting to become a viable and
attractivechoice for employees, students, shoppers and visitors.

For passengers
BusConnects will deliver:

For businesses
BusConnects will:

0 reliable and punctual bus services;

0 by improving transport, make Dublin a
more attractivelocation for employers;

0 faster journey times for passengers;
0 comfortable, modern vehicles;

0 increase potential employment catchment areas by
providing
new transport links;

0 high frequency service on busy routes;

0 reduce commuting time for employees; and

0 an easy to understand network;

0 reduce car congestion and enhance the attractiveness of
urban centres for shopping and
0 universal passenger information - at roadside, on apps
social purposes. and on vehicles;
0 simpler fare structures and easier payment; and
0 seamless integration with other transport types.

BusConnects Transforming City Bus Services

For cyclists
BusConnects will:

23

For the environment
BusConnects will:

0 deliver a step-change in cycling facilities on the key radial 0 enable more people to use
sustainable transport;routes into the city centre;
0 transition the bus fleet to low emission vehicles;
0 provide safe cycling facilities, largely segregated from other
0 assist Ireland to meet its climate change targets; and
traffic, along these corridors; and
0 provide the opportunity for more people to cycle to work, 0 provide a greener transport
system for everyone. school, college or for recreational purposes.

For visitors
BusConnects will:
0 ensure a simpler and more understandable bus
transportsystem;
0 enable easy use of the bus system, without the
need topurchase advance tickets or payment
cards;

Appendix

0 make more places accessible for visitors and tourists; and
0 reduce the impacts of traffic congestion in urban centres.
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Costs and Delivery
Transforming the bus system requires investment. Delivering allof the elements
of BusConnects, inclusive of bus lanes, BRT andticketing systems, will cost
over ¤1 billion. The exact cost will be
finalised when the designs of the various components of the projecthave been
progressed.

Delivering BusConnects will take a number of
years, with the exact time period dependent on the
level of funding each year.
But implementation can start quickly. The bus
network redesignis already underway and the
rollout of the revised network
can commence in 2018. Early stage engineering
designs have been advanced on some of the Core
Bus Network corridors and on the BRT routes.
Following receipt of planning consent,
construction of each of these corridors could be
completed overtwo to two and a half years, with
several of the corridors able to be constructed
concurrently.
Other elements of the overall BusConnects
project can also be quickly progressed subject
to the availability of the
necessary funding. With sufficient investment and
subject to the appropriate planning approvals, the
benefits of the BusConnectsproject can start coming
on-stream from 2019.

Appendix

“Journeys by
bus will be
fast, reliable,
punctual,
convenient and
affordable.”

Appendix

National Transport
AuthorityDún Scéine
Harcourt Lane
Dublin 2
D02 WT20
www.busconnects.ie

designed by
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1. Launch of BusConnects Strategy
by Minister for Transport, Tourism & Sport
Shane Ross TD & NTA CEO Anne Graham
– 29th May 2017
1B. BusConnects Launch Presentation

Traffic Congestion is Increasing

1

2

Traffic Congestion is Increasing

Increasing Congestion

Using data from car
navigation units, car
journeys in the morning
peak hour, averaged
across the region were
over 13% slower in
2016 than in 2015

Average Journey
Time from Junction 3
(M1) to Junction 6
(N3) Tripled from
2010 to 2016

The cost of time lost
due to congestion in
the Dublin Region is
€352 million per year
currently, and is
forecasted to rise to
€2.05 billion per year
in 2033.

3

4

What’s the Solution?

5

•

Dublin’s low density layout means the bus system forms the
backbone of the region’s public transport system

•

Tackling the region’s congestion issues means focussing on
the bus system

•

BusConnects is a plan to fundamentally transform
Dublin’s bus system, so that journeys by bus will be fast,
reliable, punctual, convenient and affordable.

•

BusConnects will enable more people to travel by bus
than ever before, and allow bus commuting to become a
viable and attractive choice for employees, students,
shoppers and visitors.

BusConnects: What is it?

A Network of “Next
Generation” Bus
Corridors with
segregated cycling

Three Bus Rapid
Transit Routes

Complete Redesign

Simpler Fare

of Bus Network

Cashless Payment
System

Structure

6
State-of-the-art
Ticketing System

New Bus Livery

New Bus Stops

Use of Low

+ Shelters

Emission Vehicles

Appendix

“Next
Generation”
Bus Corridors

7

8

Currently, key
corridors only have
bus lanes along one
third of their length

Bus journeys at
peak times can take
up to twice as long
as during off-peak

Off-Peak journey
times can be
delivered all-day
with bus priority

hours

9

10

Typical Road Layout

Bus Rapid
Transit
11

12
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Bus Rapid Transit (BRT)
•

To provide extra passenger capacity on certain busier
corridors Bus Rapid Transit is proposed.

•

BRT will represent a major step-change in the
provision of bus services on some of the busier bus
corridors in the Dublin region.

•

A typical BRT system uses multi-door vehicles, higher
platforms for level boarding and stops that are
spaced further apart than those that serve
conventional buses.

•

Using different vehicles than normal buses, a BRT
route can cater for a higher volume of passengers
than a normal bus corridor.

13

Bus Network
Redesign

14

Redesigning the Bus Network
•

With over 130 routes (excluding Nitelink and
Expresso) the current system of bus routes is
complex, radially focussed and with limited orbital
connections.

•

The system is not designed to allow easy interchange
between services.

•

Under BusConnects we will undertake a
major redesign of the bus network.

•

The objective of this redesign is to make the system
more efficient and to carry more passengers to more
places for broadly the same cost as the current
system.

•

The proposals that come out of this process are
likely to be radical and transformational.

15

Auckland, New Zealand

•

Map of frequent bus
route before redesign

16

Auckland, New Zealand

•

Map of frequent
bus route after
redesign

•

No increase in
operating budget

•

Achieved through
reduction of service
duplication and
enabling
interchange

•

19% increase in
passenger
journeys following
redesign

17

18

Ticketing
Systems
and Fares

Appendix

Ticketing Systems and Fares
•

Without changing the fares structure, moving to cashless travel
and investing in new ticketing systems, the full benefits of the
BusConnects project wouldn’t be delivered

•

Fares will be made simpler, and the financial penalty of taking a
second bus for one journey removed.

•

Will consider a single fare structure but more likely will move to a
tag-on and tag-off arrangement

•

This will remove the current major delay at bus stops where a high
proportion of passengers still have to interact with the driver, even
when paying by Leap Card

•

BusConnects will incorporate the latest developments in
account- based ticketing technology, potentially allowing use of
credit / debit cards or mobile devices as a convenient means of
payment. This will also other transport payments such as parking
facilities & bicycle hire.

19

Bus Livery

20

Bus Livery
•

Under BusConnects we are proposing a new, fresh and modern look for the bus system by
introducing a redesigned bus livery, which is the painted exterior of the buses.

•

As well as reflecting the overall ambition of transforming the bus system, this will also
accommodate the potential of additional operators providing bus services as part of overall
network.

•

We will ensure that the new bus livery is attractive and conveys the image of a modern,
effective transit system.

•

We will seek people’s views on potential designs before a final bus livery is selected.

21

Bus Stops

22

Bus Stop Infrastructure

23

•

Currently, limited information at bus stops

•

New style of bus pole to be delivered –
better and clearer information

•

Timetable information at stop will be
specific to the stop

•

Additional bus shelters to be provided,
particularly at key interchange locations

Low Emission
Vehicles
24
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1. Launch of BusConnects Strategy
by Minister for Transport, Tourism &
Sport Shane Ross TD& NTA CEO
Anne Graham – 29th May 2017
1C. Public Representative Engagement

Email issued to all Public Representatives in the GreaterDublin Area on 26th May
with an invite to attend the launch on 29th May 2017:

All Public Representatives in the Greater Dublin AreaBusConnects invite

Friday, 26 May 2017

Dear XXX,

Anne Graham, NTA Chief Executive Officer, has asked me to invite you to attend the
launch of BusConnects, NTA’s plan to fundamentally transformDublin’s bus system in
order to address
the problem of congestion.

11am, Monday May 29th
Irish Film Institute, 6 Eustace St, Dublin 2.
BusConnects will be launched by Shane Ross TD, Minister for Transport,Tourism and
Sport, and by Anne Graham.

The plan includes proposals for next-generation bus corridors,
a redesign of the bus network, state-of-the-art fares and ticketingsystem, lowemission engines and greater safety for cyclists.

I would be obliged if you could let me know in advance, if you willbe in
attendance,

Yours sincerely,

TRANSFORMING CITY BUS SERVICES

Appendix

1. Launch of BusConnects Strategy
by Minister for Transport, Tourism &
Sport Shane Ross TD& NTA CEO
Anne Graham - 29th May 2017
1D. Website & Digital Resources

Examples of BusConnects social media engagementregarding launch on 29th May
2017:

Twitter

Twitter
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1. Launch of BusConnects Strategy
by Minister for Transport, Tourism & Sport
Shane Ross TD& NTA CEO Anne Graham
– 29th May 2017
1E. Press Release & Media Engagement

Media invite to launch on 29th May 2017:
Minister Shane Ross and NTA’s Anne Graham to launch “BusConnects”, a strategy to
transformDublin’s bus services

Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport, Shane Ross TD, and National Transport

What

Authority Chief Executive Anne Graham to publish“BusConnects”, the NTA’s
ambitious programme of investment in
bus transport for the Greater Dublin Area.

When

Monday 29th May at 11.00am.

Where

Cinema Room 2, Irish Film Institute, 6 Eustace Street, Temple Bar, Dublin 2

Who

- Shane Ross TD, Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport
- Anne Graham, CEO, National Transport Authority

Q4PR
Paul Nallon – paul@q4pr.ie / 086 869 4041

RSVP/media
queries

NTA
Dermot O’Gara - Dermot.OGara@nationaltransport.ie – 085-245 1633
*Photography by Julien Behal*

Thursday, 24th May – You are cordially invited to attend the launch of the NTA’s “BusConnects”strategy on Monday
29th May in the Irish Film Institute located at 6 Eustace Street in Temple Bar. The Minister for Transport, Tourism
and Sport Shane Ross TD will launch “Bus Connects” alongside the CEO of the NTA, Anne Graham. The launch
event will feature opening remarks,
a video presentation of the new strategy and a short Q&A session.

ENDS/

Press Release issued on 29th May 2017:
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2. Core Bus Corridors Project Discussion
Document – 12th June 2018
2A. Discussion Document Brochure - June 2018
•English
• Irish
Cover

Appendix

Core Bus Corridors Project

Report June 2018
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BusConnects Transforming City Bus Services

1. Introduction
1.
1

Overview

A major investment programme to improve publictransport in
Dublin is underway. The three major elements of that overall
programme are:
1 The MetroLink project which is the development of a northsouth urban railway service that will run between Swords and
Sandyford,connecting key destinations including Dublin
Airport and the City Centre along the 26km route;
2. The DART Expansion Programme will see the implementation
of high frequency DART services to Drogheda on the Northern
Line, Celbridge/Hazelhatch on the Kildare Line, Maynooth and
M3 Parkwayon the Maynooth/Sligo Line, while continuing to
provide DART services on the South-Eastern Line as far south
3. as Greystones; and
BusConnects Dublin, a plan to fundamentally transform
Dublin’s bus system, so that journeys by bus will be fast,

Once completed this integrated public transport network will
provide new opportunities for travelling. It will enable easier, more
reliable and flexible travel across a range of modes. There will be
new destinations for people. The network will facilitate new ways to
get to work, educationand leisure purposes. It will also ensure much
quicker travel times than currently possible. Figure 1 shows the
network of high capacity public transport corridors – bus, rail, metro
and Luas – that will be in place in 2027.
This document is an update on the infrastructure aspects of the
BusConnects Dublin project which is the building of a core bus
corridornetwork. This consists of 16 radial core bus corridors, which

M3

M1

Swords

M2

Malahide

Dublin Airport
Dunboyne

M50

Ongar

Donaghmede

Finglas

Luas to Finglas

Beaumont

Leixlip

M4

Lucan

Raheny

Howth

Donnycarney

Broombridge

Phoenix Park

2027

Cooltock
Artane

Glasnevin

Castleknock

Figure 1:
Public Transport Network
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Dart Network
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Non-DART Rail Network

Luas to Poolbeg
Ranelagh
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Proposed Luas extensions
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Tallaght
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M7
M50

Saggart

Clonskeagh

Dundrum

Blackrock

Dun Laoghaire

Mount Merrion
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Sandyford
Foxrock

Jobstown

Killiney

Stepaside

Cherrywood
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Luas to Bray

M11

Bray

MetroLink
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1.2 What is BusConnects Dublin?
BusConnects Dublin provides the foundation to this overall transport
system, with the revised bus system projected to carry the majority
of passengers across the region and provide key linkages to serve the
needsof Dublin into the future.

ĥ revamping the fare system to provide a simpler fare structure,
allowingseamless movement between different transport services
without financial penalty;
ĥ implementing a new bus livery providing a modern look and feel
to thenew bus system;

BusConnects Dublin aims to overhaul the current bus system in the
Dublin region by:

ĥ rolling out new bus stops with better signage and information
andincreasing the provision of additional bus shelters; and

ĥ building a network of new bus corridors on the busiest bus
routes tomake bus journeys faster, predictable and reliable;

ĥ transitioning - starting now - to a new bus fleet using low
emissionvehicle technologies.

ĥ completely redesigning the network of bus routes to provide a
more efficient network, connecting more places and carrying
morepassengers;

BusConnects Dublin is a programme of integrated actions which,
together, will deliver a bus system that will enable more people to
travelby bus than ever before, and allow bus commuting to become
a viable and attractive choice for employees, students, shoppers
and visitors.
Many of the initiative
already und
including the
But it is not just the bus system that will be transformed under
BusConnects Dublin. The same corridors that are important for
buses are also the main cycling routes into the city centre.
BusConnects Dublin will see safe cycling facilities provided along
each corridor, segregated asfar as practicable from other traffic. The
cycling infrastructure delivered under this programme will form the
core of the region’s cycling network and deliver a radical step-

ĥ developing a state-of-the-art ticketing system using credit and
debitcards or mobile phones to link with payment accounts and
making payment much more convenient;
ĥ implementing a cashless payment system to vastly speed
uppassenger boarding times;

BusConnects Transforming City Bus Services

Ward
RiValley
4
13
Balseskin
Harristown (83

83

Coolm
ine

Finglas
Finglas EastIKE
140

Plunkett
9

Bally
mun
Fingl
Village Wadelai Park
40d
Tolka Estate
Glasnevin

Capp
Finglas SouthFinglas

17a
40
BLANCHARDSTOWN
40
CENTRE
Roy
Canal Park
Navan Road
Ashtown
CastleknockRoad
Parkway
St ti
120
Ashtown 122
C b

Botanic
Finglas

Fassa
Ashington
(Fassa
R d
ugh
Phibs

Navan
Old Cabra

Fosterstown

Dublin
Airport
Ai
747
16
A

)

Charlestown

ark
Cord

Sant

Whitehall

(Norths
Ellenfi
Park
Beaumont
14
Hospital
Beau

Darnd
ale
Bonnybro
ok

(Newg

Eden

more
Rahe
Coolock
St
Harmon
Fairview
Drumcondra
Marino
)
Road
(Commuter 123
Ballybough
Killes
Fairview
7
North
Mountjoy

Mat

Kil

and

Clont
Road

130
Clont
46a 120
Dubli
4 9 140
14 15
Stoney
4 7 9 11 13 16 40 123
40d
n
29a 130
batter
151
41 747
46a
St
41Parnell
46a 4120
18
Phoenix
7 SquareParnell
9122 140
COMMUTER
151
owen
83
(Infirmary
46a 120
40d40d
120
29a
O’Connell
Road
Blackha ll
(Liffey
446a 122 29a
Place
123 140 747 A
Cherry
Four
41
Hospital
Museum
Dock
B ll f
t
C
t Smithf
J 25ai 25b 39a 79 83
dowd
or
Kilmain
25a 25b 39a Abb
145 15a 15b
Q
l
North Wall
St
151
747 747
14 15 27 79 151151
S
79 145
(Liff V ll ) 40 Cold
Le
83
15a 15b 27
Dublin Port
25a15125b 79
39a83 145 747
14 151
7915
15a
Fan
gh
Fonthill Road
25a
79 145
25b 747
D’Olier/Westmoreland
150
145
15b 15a
u
4 7 15a G
15a
4 T
7 15b
9 11S16 25a 25b
dC
l
Heust
15a
79a
27 39a77 40
Pearse
4 7
4 7 15
151 15b 122
123 140 145 150
Jame
77a
ondalkin
13 40 123
151 A
Ri
d Ro d
39a 46a
13 40 123 4 7 11 14 15
Parkw
Ch i Thohmash
Inchic
Orch
Dock Station
123 150
Stre
25a
13
27 40 77
25a
11 14 15
18 Lansd
Sandy
25b 39a
15b 25a
Suir Fatima
Kylemore
Road
46a 140 145
25b
4 7
Merrion
Drimnagh
27
9 16
St
DBabli
Nangor
New Nangor Road
150 151
Blackhorse
Square
Sandymoun
Tra
Long
G ld b id
Ballsbr
m
St John’s
Baggot
Clondalkin
122
Sydney Parade
Hospital
Leeson
Crumlin
Village
Barn
Street
Drimnagh Castle
Camd
Merrion
Stre
South
Walkins Cross
Coom Donore
Walkinstown
Booterstown
Belg
Par
Hospital
Circu
Seap
Donnyb
Clogher Road
Greenhills
rook
Stradbroo
Salthill &
Cookstown C
liBroomhill
Harold’s Cross
k
Monkstow
Charle
Ashleaf
Monkst
Portobello Armagh Road
Talla Industrial Estate Crum
Belfield
Village
Hospital
DÚN LAO
North Limekiln
Kenilw
Ranel
Mountt
Kimm
15a
Avenue
9
Road
own Kill
TALLAG
West
Beech
83
Of The
HT
Sandford
Stillor
Palmerston
Cowper
(Shopping
Tymon
Par
Park
C
)
Clonskeagh
140
Sally
Killinar
Milto
Rath
15a
Roeb
Comels
Terenure
Win
Ross
Orwell
Arbour
more
14
Templeogue
Churchtown DUNDRU
Raceco
15b
Bushy
Balally
KnocklyonPark
Stillorgan
Rathfarnham
Kilmacud
15
Ballyc
Central Park
(Luas)
Wood
The Gallops
Vall
Stillorgan
4839
140

Phoenix

Ballyculle
15
tocking

15b
Boden

Oldorchard
16
Marlay
Brehonfield

Park

Sandyf
15b

Sandyford

Glencairn

Road

Complete Redesignof
Bus Network

State-of-the-art
Ticketing System

A Network of Core Bus Corridors (Continuous bus
lanes and safe cycling facilities)
Simpler Fare Structure

Cashless Payment System

BUS

P&R
Stop

Oibriú
Operated
by

Go-Ahead

213481

Crois P l
Pauls Cross
Bus ireann

Appendix

215

Park & Ride Facilities

New Bus Livery

New Bus Stops and Shelters

Use of Low Emission Vehicles
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1.3 Consultation Timeline
Over the coming months we intend to undertake two major
publicconsultations in relation to BusConnects Dublin. These
July 2018:

Public consultation on the redesigned
network of bus services. Work is ongoing on redesigning the network of bus
services that operate throughout Dublin.
We want toredesign the overall network
of bus servicesto allow more people to
get to more places in a shorter time than
is the case at present.Plus we want the
network to be simpler andeasier to use.
A report setting out proposalsfor the
revised system of bus routes will be

Sept/Oct 2018:

Public consultation on the bus
infrastructureproposals – the bus lane
project for the radial Core Bus Corridors
identified later
in this document. It is intended that
fullerdetails of the various corridors will
be developed and made available as part

While comments in relation to this document are welcome and can
be submitted, there will be a full opportunity to provide
comprehensive feedback and views as part of the Sept/Oct
consultation process, whenfuller details of the proposals are
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2. Growing Congestion
2.1 Congestion Issue
Ireland continues to emerge from the severe economic recession of
recent years and the associated high levels of unemployment that
existed during that time. The economy is growing strongly; more and
more people are at work; the number of visitors to the country is at
recordlevels. Alongside the recovery, however, are growing challenges,
with traffic and transport among the key issues facing the Dublin
region.
During the recession transport levels fell dramatically due to factors
suchas reduced business activity, people spending less money,
emigration and unemployment. Travel in and out of Dublin City
Centre each morning(7am to 10am) dropped from 207,379 people in
2006 to 181,042 in
2010, a decrease of 13%. Overall numbers using bus fell by 16%
while rail passengers decreased by 30%. As well as reduced
public transportusage, the number of cars and commercial
vehicles on our roads also
decreased. Congestion during this time was less and travel times
becameshorter as the roads had fewer vehicles using them.
Now in 2018 that position has changed dramatically. Traffic
levels havegrown steadily since the economy began to recover
and congestion
is now one of the most significant challenges facing the region. It
is predicted that the population for the Dublin region will grow

Forecast Population Growth in Dublin Region
1.5
25% increase
1.2
Population (millions)
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Year

BusConnects Transforming City Bus Services

2.2 Impact on Bus Travel
Congestion impacts many aspects of people’s lives negatively,
and without intervention it will continue to diminish people’s
quality of lifewhile also putting economic growth at risk.
From the perspective of public transport, congestion is a major
problem.On the busiest bus routes, bus lanes are only in place for
less than one third of the corridor. This means that for most of the
journey, buses are competing for space with general traffic and so
are also affected by the increasing levels of congestion.
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As a result, whereas bus journeys should be fast, reliable and
predictable,the increasing impact of congestion is undermining that
objective.
Additional buses are being added to the system simply to
compensatefor delays in journey times. So, where a bus could
complete a route journey in 90 minutes during peak hours and
return after a short turnaround, that journey is now taking longer
nd
dditi nal bus nd drive is
ded to
vide the ret
More people are now travelling into Dublin City Centre each day
than ever before. In 2017, a total of 211,000 people crossed the
“canal cordon”to access the city centre during the 7am to 10am
morning peak. This is higher than during the ‘Celtic Tiger’ boom
years, and the numbers are increasing year on year.
The means by which people access the city centre has changed
over the last decade. Now 70% approximately of people travelling
into the city each morning do so by sustainable transport- walking,
cycling, bus,rail or luas. Cars only account for 30% of travel.

Of these numbers entering Dublin City each day, the majority use
the busfor this journey. As those numbers grow, and as congestion
worsens, it
is becoming increasingly difficult to operate a reliable bus system

Canal Cordon average daily trips

Other
Transport

30.4%
Sustainable
Transport

69.6%

Sustainable transport: Bus, Rail, Luas, Taxi, Walk,
Cycle
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3. Details of the Core Bus Corridor project
3.1 Overview
The focus of this part of the BusConnects Dublin programme is
the delivery of the Core Bus Network, the bus lanes that are
needed to make the bus system operate efficiently, reliably and
punctually. Our intention is to develop these bus corridors so that
each will have continuous bus priority – in other words, a
continuous bus lane in eachdirection. This will remove the delays
currently being experienced, which will grow worse as congestion
increases, and allow the buses to transport their many thousands
of passengers with greater certainty about the arrival times to their
destinations.

230kms
of continuous
bus priority

Our plan is being developed using all available data and
forecasting to understand past trends and events. It takes into
consideration the current situation and the challenges and
opportunities that Dublin will face over the coming decades.
Projections of a future without BusConnects Dublin clearly
indicate that journeys times will continue to erode and

200kms
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of cycle tracks/
lanes provided

1
1
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3.2 What a typical layout will achieve

Figure 3: Future Orbital Bus Corridors
M50

Overall, the proposal envisages the provision of about 230
kilometres of bus lanes on sixteen of the busiest bus corridors in
Dublin, which we referto as “Radial Core Bus Corridors”. These
In addition to the radial core bus corridors, there is also a plan for
enhancement of the orbital bus corridors as part of BusConnects
Dublin.These proposals will form a separate plan which will be
advanced at a future date. The proposed orbital routes are shown in
Our objective is to provide a continuous bus lane in each direction
as well as maintaining two general traffic lanes. In addition, we also
want to provide a dedicated cycle track on each side of the road,
providing safe cycling facilities, segregated from other vehicular
traffic. The typical roadlayout also includes footpaths for
pedestrians and supporting elements such as pedestrian crossings at
all key road crossing points, and bus shelters for waiting passengers.
The typical road layout that we want to achieve on these radial core
buscorridors is set out as shown in Figure 4.
However, this typical road layout is difficult to achieve in practice
and thenext section sets out the challenges that we face in trying to
implement this layout. Further information on the difficult choices
that have to
be made are included in the preliminary route maps detailed in the
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3.3 Preliminary route maps
The Appendix to this document provides preliminary route maps
for the sixteen Radial Core Bus Corridors. These maps set out a
preliminaryproposal for each of the bus corridors, together with
some of the key
impacts, issues and challenges that relate to the particular corridor.
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Without the transformed road infrastructure, the bus system will
deteriorate in performance. Growing congestion will mean that
bus journeys will take longer and become more unreliable. It
simply will not be a realistic alternative for many people and will
not provide the capacity to transport the many thousands of extra
passengers that it will need to move each day to deal with the
growing traffic congestionproblems of the region.
As detailed in Section 1.3, there will be a formal public
consultation phase later this year seeking feedback and comments
on the emergingproposals.
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4. The Challenges
It’s important to acknowledge that the choices requiredto deliver this
step-change in the performance of the bus system will be difficult.
However, the decision- making needs to be done now and not
postponed until the problem is far greater. Some of the decisions may
be hard but they are being made because we believe
in these plans and in their potential to fundamentallytransform the way
public transport works in Dublin.
Dublin is a medieval city. Its streets and roads have developed and
evolved over centuries dating back to the Viking era. Needless to
say thestreets were not designed to move the number of people that
now need to travel in and out of the city each day. Some of the
city’s inner suburbs date back to Victorian times, with road layouts
designed for far more modest levels of traffic than we see today.

It could never have been envisaged over the centuries, that Dublin
would become the metropolitan city it is today and that hundreds of
thousands of people would be moving through the city centre on a

Appendix

Our challenge now is to respond to the needs of a modern city by
providing a fit-for-purpose bus system, built on a streetscape that
datesback centuries. That means difficult decisions will have to be

ĥ Will we need to widen
ĥ Will we have to convert current traffic lanes to bus
ĥ Will we need to restrict on-street
ĥ Will we need to remove trees or parts of front
The answers to the above questions will be yes. These are tough
choiceswhich cannot, and will not, be made lightly. Not all the
impacts will be felt equally and some locations will require more
changes than others. Over the years modifications that were easier
to implement - the ones that caused little or no disruption - have
been made. This means that there are no longer any simple changes
which we can make that would generate meaningful benefits.
So we now need to make significant changes if we are to allow
Dublinto grow and flourish into the future. Quite simply, if we
genuinely want to put in place a much better public transport
system, our bus system,
which carries over two-thirds of Dublin’s transport passengers, has to
If we decide not to make these changes now, then we need to
acceptthat Dublin will become increasingly congested and a less
attractive place to live and work, both for us and for future

17
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4.1 Likely impacts

Removal of Trees

Traffic movement

As with the need to remove some parts of front gardens and
footpaths, there will be also be a need to remove trees along some
of the corridors.The Public Consultation stage later this year will
have details and locations of the trees and lands impacted, once the
initial designs are developed.

By creating more priority for buses and cycling there will be
changesto how traffic currently moves around the streets. Some
roads may
become one-way, new bus-only sections will be introduced and in
someplaces general traffic will have to take new routes in and out
of the city. Additional cycle routes which will be built, generally
segregated from vehicular traffic and pedestrian crossings will be
Acquisition of Parts of Gardens
Because there is so little unused space along these busy roads, it
will often not be possible to accommodate the bus lanes and cycle
lanes in the width available. In order to achieve the required space
it will be
necessary, in places, to acquire parts of front gardens and land in
front ofcommercial properties to allow the bus and cycle lanes to be
provided. This would require rebuilding new garden walls a short
Reduction of On-Street Parking

Appendix

Because the roads we are widening travel through residential and
business areas there will be a need to reduce the amount of onstreetparking to accommodate the new layout.

Road Works and Construction Sites
Widening roads, and building bus and cycle lanes, requires a certain
amount of construction work. There will be excavation of the
existing roads, plus parts of gardens and footpaths where needed.
There will be resurfacing, kerbing, replanting and landscaping.
During the constructionstages, the construction sites will be
localised and managed on a road by road basis. As with any work
site and road works, there will be a certain level of noise, dust and
The size of each work site and the hours of working will have to
take into consideration the residential nature of many of the
roads. Trafficmanagement will be very important to keep the
traffic moving and ensuring local access for people and
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4.2 Our plans to mitigate those challenges
Obviously these challenges and impacts are significant. Some roads
will be impacted more than others. Some of the impacts will mean
different things to different peopledepending on where they live and
their homes. We are in no way underestimating or making light of the
issuespeople will face, and that is why we are stating them clearly at
this early stage.
Every feasible option will be looked at to minimise the disruption
to people, their properties and the wider local community. Where
there is simply no viable alternative, and where we know we have
to remove
trees, parts of gardens or parking, we will ensure appropriate
mitigationmeasures are put in place, wherever practicable.
A defined set of guidelines and principles for mitigation,
compensation and reparation will be developed in advance of
planning permission being sought. Below are some of the
measures that we envisage will beincluded. This list is not
exhaustive and we anticipate that there will be other concerns.

Appendix

ĥ Where lands, such as parts of gardens, are being acquired for
widening – we will purchase the portion of front gardens from
property owners; ensure new landscaping and replanting of the
gardens as well as providing compensation for the garden portion
lossand disruption.

Where trees are removed from roadsides and footpaths – we will
put in place a comprehensive replanting programme. This
ĥ programme will use mature or semi-mature ready-grown trees
where appropriate
and, where it is feasible, plant them as close as possible to the
originallocations.
ĥ Where there is a loss of on-street parking or private parking space
– we will seek to provide, where feasible, alternative parking
close by forresidents and businesses.
ĥ Where private and public walls or fencing are removed – we will
rebuild new garden walls and replace fencing where gardens
have been affected and shortened. Also, where public or
commercial wallsand fencing have been taken they will be
rebuilt and replaced.
ĥ
We will look for areas along the busy corridors where it is
possible to improve the existing local spaces and the existing
landscaping. It is important to use this opportunity to not only
replace what is removedbut to enhance the local areas. To do so,
we will provide funding support for urban centre improvements
and creating attractive local environments.
ĥ
Where traffic is diverted and re-routed, adequate signage and
roadmarkings will be provided for people to find their way.
Also, local access will be maintained where new bus-only
sections or one-way systems are brought in for residents and
commercial properties.
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5. The Benefits
5.1 How will this plan benefit cyclists and
pedestrians?
This plan is not just about buses, in fact, this plan will provide
much needed cycling facilities and make it easier and more
attractive to cyclearound the city region. Given the increasing
number of cyclists across Dublin there is an imperative to provide
safe and segregated cycling facilities where possible.
The major bus corridors across Dublin city are also the main
cycling arteries. The widening of these roads for bus lanes provides
the opportunity to transform the cycling infrastructure at the same
time.
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On each of the 16 radial core bus corridors our objective is to
provide high quality cycling facilities, segregated from the bus
lanes and generaltraffic lanes as far as is feasible. We calculate that
over 200kms of cycle tracks/lanes will be either built or current
lanes improved upon. A bettercycling network is good for all
transport users. It avoids cyclists sharing bus lanes with buses and
will
of the nfli bet
buses nd yclis Thi

In addition, we will also use this unique opportunity to make a
better environment for pedestrians as we improve these corridors. In
particular,we will improve the quality of footpaths and pedestrian
crossings as wellas improving pedestrian facilities at junctions. We
will also enhance key local centres with additional landscaping and

23

Appendix

24

BusConnects Transforming City Bus Services

5.2 Journey Time Savings

Current Journey Times

up to 40-50% journey
time savings

BusConnects
Journey Times

Future Journey Times
without BusConnects

In 2017 almost 13,000 people took part in a survey regarding the
currentbus network and services. Of those who took part the most
important goals for public transport for them are – reduce the
dependence on private cars, limit traffic congestion and make the
city an attractive place to live and work. These things clearly matter
to people and how they value their quality of life and use of their
time. These goals can
be achieved by providing dedicated bus lanes to ensure punctuality,
The core bus corridor project will deliver journey time savings of up
to 40-50% on each corridor. With the implementation of
BusConnects Dublin people travelling on these routes will reach
their destinations much faster than they currently do. Just as
importantly, they can have greater certainty about when they will
arrive at their destination, becausetheir bus will no longer be
affected by general traffic congestion.
However, the future without BusConnects Dublin will see a
signific nt deterioration in jour
ti ; people will spend
The core bus corridor project will deliver on improving journey
times and creating certainty and confidence in the bus system.
Improving the current journey times on the key bus corridors will
make bus travel more attractive, will improve the efficiency of the
services and give people thereliability of knowing exactly how long

BusConnects Transforming City Bus Services

The most
important goals for
publictransport:

5.3 Building a sustainable, living city forfamilies and
communities
“Reduce the
dependence on
private cars”

BusConnects Dublin is about making travelling by bus a better
option. Byproviding a high-quality, frequent and reliable bus service,
we can make Dublin a more attractive place to live, work and visit.
With proper bus prioritisation measures in place, it will be much
easier to provide a bus service that is quick and efficient, and that
gets people where they need to be, with a minimum of stress. That
means that for anybody that needs to get around the city, or from
one part of Dublin toanother, taking the bus will make more and
more sense.

“Limit traffic
congestion”

“Make the city an
attractive place tolive
and work”

With quicker journeys and services whose reliability is not
undermined bytraffic congestion, the city will seem like a smaller,
more accessible place and everywhere will be within an easy bus
ride of just about anywhere else.
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All of Dublin – all of its colleges, offices, retail streets; all of its
coffee shops, old and new; all of its pubs and bookshops; all of its
restaurants and theatres; all of its character - will be opened up, to all
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5.4 Taking seriously our climate change
responsibilities
Tackling the challenges of climate change is a national
priority andBusConnects Dublin will contribute significantly
to that objective.
Already significant progress has been made in this regard and the
daysof buses spewing out black plumes of diesel exhaust are
thankfully consigned to history. But more needs to be done to
protect our communities from the harmful effects of gases and
other emissions.
Moving people from cars onto sustainable transport is a key
componentin reducing CO2 emissions, in addition to addressing
congestion with its adverse environmental impacts. But in addition
to those beneficial impacts, we want to transition to a fleet of low
emission vehicles, furtherenhancing the environmental contribution
of the bus system.
Substantial research is currently on-going into electric bus solutions,
withthe technology evolving rapidly and several manufacturers now
bringing different vehicle options to market.
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A fleet acquisition plan will be developed to transition the bus
fleet to a low emission vehicle type (or types), with the first
vehicles under thatstrategy to go into service very soon.

5.5 Supporting the economy and jobs
A well-functioning public transport system is a basic requirement
for anymetropolitan area that aspires to providing plenty of good
employment opportunities for its people into the future. With bus,
rail and trams, Dublin boasts some really great services but if we are
to maintain our capacity as a city, a region and a capital, to continue
to attract the best jobs and the best employers, we will have to do
more, and urgently.

By improving the overall public transport offering, these proposals
willmake commutes shorter and more reliable, and will therefore
make Dublin a more attractive location for employers.
It will also make it easier for people to get out and enjoy the city
and allit has to offer, which is good news for businesses in the city
centre and beyond.
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6. Contact Us
This document provides an update on BusConnects Dublin and
the work being undertaken in planning the bus lane infrastructure
which isat the heart of BusConnects Dublin. Please feel free to
contact us for further information or queries you may have.
In relation to the individual corridors, work is continuing on
assessingoptions and developing proposals which will be
published for public consultation in September / October this
year. Accordingly, more detailed information on the individual
corridors will not be available until that later consultation stage.
The www.busconnects.ie website will provide regular updates as
the project develops. In addition the email address is
info@busconnects.ieand Freefone 1800 303 653. If you would
like to contact us by post or to receive printed copies of this
document you can also write to us:
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BusConnects
National Transport
AuthorityDun Sceine
Iveagh Court
Harcourt Lane
Dublin 2,
DO2 WT20
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This section shows each of the
preliminaryroute maps for each of the
bus corridors. Each map illustrates the
radial core bus corridor route from start
to finish. It also shows key facts and
potential impacts for each route.

Appendix

Appendix

Appendix

Appendix

Finglas

4

Phibsborough

Core Bus Corridor (bus & cycle infrastructure)
BAaLlLly
mUuNn
B
YM

Key Facts
ĥ Route length 4kms
ĥ Current bus journey time up to
17mins

vin

Mellowes Rd

ellowe

ĥ BusConnects journey time 12mins

FIiNnGgLlAaSs

ĥ Future bus journey time without
BusConnects 25mins +

arnham Dr

oath
d

Farnham Dr

Potential Impacts
BEA
B

Bally

ĥ Parts of front gardens removed

Rd

WHhITiE
teHh
ALaLll
W
GLlA
aSsN
nEeVvIN
in
G

Ro

ĥ Loss of parking spaces
ĥ Changes to traffic movements
ĥ Loss of trees

Va

Additional Speciﬁc
Challenges on Route

an

ĥ Hart's Corner: Restricted road width and
turning movements makeit difficult to
provide continuous bus and cycle lanes
through this gyratory system.

Broombridge

DRrU
uM
mCcOoNnDd
D
RrAa
PHhIiBbSsBb
Oo
RrOoUuGg
Hh
P
Drumcondra

Appendix

M

er

CAaBbRrAa
C

FAaIR
irVIE
Bus Route

Appendix

Appendix

Appendix

Appendix

Appendix

Appendix

Appendix

Appendix

Appendix

Appendix

Appendix

Appendix

Appendix

48

BusConnects Transforming City Bus Services

Appendix

BusConnects Transforming City Bus Services

49

Appendix

National Transport
AuthorityDún Scéine
Harcourt Lane
Dublin 2
D02 WT20
www.busconnects.ie

designed by

Tionscadal na gConairíBus
Lárnacha

Appendix

Tuarascáil Meitheamh 2018

Appendix

2. Core Bus Corridors Project DiscussionDocument
12th June 2018
Core Bus Corridors Project Discussion
2B. Document Presentation by Anne Graham

Appendix

Copy of the presentation by NTA CEO Anne Graham when the Authority published
the Core Bus Corridors Project Report on 12 June 2018.

What is BusConnects Dublin about?

Presentation by Anne Graham
CEO, National Transport Authority

Core Bus Corridors
Project
Discussion Document June
2018
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Background to Core Bus Corridors Project

Background to Core Bus Corridors Project

Moving from policy to
reality

2016
GDA Transport Strategy

When it comes to tackling
congestion in the capital,
investment in the network
of core bus corridors has
been policy at local and
national level since 2016.

• In 2016, the NTA’s Transport Strategy
for the Greater Dublin Area was
adopted by the Government.

3

5

•

The Strategy identified the need to
“develop the Core Bus network to
achieve, as far as practicable,
continuous priority for bus
movement on the portions of the
Core Bus Network within the
Metropolitan Area.”

4

Background to Core Bus Corridors Project

Background to Core Bus Corridors Project

2017
BusConnects launched
• Investment in the core bus corridors was at
the heart of proposals we published last year
as part of the overall BusConnects
programme.
• “This ‘next generation’ of bus corridors will
deliver a transformation in the performance
of these routes, making it easier and quicker
for you to come and go by bus, whether your
journey is related to your job, your studies, or
even your social life and family life.
• “We want remove the current delays and
uncertainties, so that in the future, your bus
journeys will be faster, more punctual and
more reliable.”

2018
NDP funding earmarked

6

•

Funding of €2b was earmarked in the NDP
under Project Ireland 2040.

•

BusConnects “will deliver a
transformational redesign of the bus
system in Dublin.

•

“It will comprise a network of ‘next
generation’ bus corridors on the busiest
routes with segregated cycling facilities.”
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BusConnects – a national programme

Fitting into the big picture by 2027

Our Core Bus Corridor Project is part of a
wider BusConnects programme that will
deliver improvements in bus services
across the country.

BusConnects Dublin is part of a major
public transport 10-year investment
programme. That programme also
includes:

• Under the NDP, funding has been earmarked
for investment in a full BusConnects
programme for all of Ireland’s cities,
including ticketing systems, bus corridors,
additional capacity, new bus stops and bus
shelters.

• Dart Expansion Programme which will
see the implementation of highfrequency Dart services on the
Northern Line, the Kildare Line, and
the Maynooth Line.
•

• Galway BusConnects will deliver a
rationalised network of five high-performing
cross-city routes.

This integrated public transport network
will provide new opportunities to enable
easier, more reliable and flexible travel
across a range of modes.

• Cork BusConnects will comprise the delivery
of crucial bus corridors, enhanced services,
cashless fares and account-based ticketing.

7

MetroLink, a largely underground rail
link between Swords and Sandyford,
serving the airport and the city centre.

8

Where are the radial Core Bus Corridors

1.
2.

Clongriffin to City Centre
Swords to City Centre

3.
4.
5.

Ballymun to City Centre
Finglas to Phibsborough
Blanchardstown to City Centre

6.
7.
8.

Lucan to City Centre
Liffey Valley to City Centre
Clondalkin to Drimnagh

Why invest in bus?
More people choosing bus transport
• More people than ever – almost 70% are travelling into Dublin using
sustainable modes.
• Within that, bus is the most popular
mode of sustainable transport in Dublin,
and getting more popular.

9. Greenhills to City Centre
10. Kimmage to City Centre
11. Tallaght to Terenure

• In our recent cordon count report, bus
accounted for 56% of all public transport
trips.

12. Rathfarnham to City Centre
13. Bray to City Centre

• The snap-shot report counted all
journeys into the city centre during the
morning peak time.

14. UCD Ballsbridge to City Centre
15. Blackrock to Merrion
16. Ringsend to City Centre

9
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What will our Core Bus Corridors look like
Layout

Bus trends – annual passenger demand
• Bus is clearly the most popular mode of
public transport in Dublin, and its getting
more popular.

Optimum layout

• The proposal envisages the
provision of about 230km of
bus lane on sixteen of the
busiest bus corridors in
Dublin.

• Overall last year Dublin Bus provided the
largest ever number of passenger journeys at
over 136m.
• This represents an increase of almost 9% over
2016 and represents four straight years of
passenger growth.

11 •

In other words, demand for bus services is
strong and getting stronger.

• That is why we need to make sure the bus
infrastructure is up to the job

12

• Our objective is to provide a
continuous bus lane in each
direction as well as
maintaining two general
traffic lanes.
• We also want to provide a
dedicated cycle track on each
side of the road providing
safe cycling facilities,
segregated from other
vehicular traffic.
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Benefits

Benefits

Good for cyclists

Good for bus passengers

• BusConnects is not just about buses.
It is also about provide high quality
cycling facilities, segregated from
the bus lanes and general traffic
lanes.

The core bus corridor
project will deliver on
improving journey times
and creating certainty and
confidence in the bus
system.

• There will be an estimated 200kms
of cycle tracks/lanes.

Potential journey time
savings of up to 40-50%
per corridor

• This initiative forms the foundation
of the overall Greater Dublin Area
cycle network plan.
• BusConnects is the single biggest
cycling infrastructure plan in the
history of the state

13
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Benefits

Benefits

Good for environment

Good for jobs
• A well-functioning public transport
system is a basic requirement when
it comes to creating good
employment opportunities.

Tackling the challenges of
climate change is a national
priority and BusConnects will
contribute significantly to that
objective.

• By improving the overall public
transport offering, these proposals
will make commutes shorter and
more reliable, and will therefore
make Dublin a more attractive
location for employers.

It will do this by:
• Encouraging people to move
from cars onto a sustainable
transport mode such as bus.

• It will also make it easier for people
to get out and enjoy the city and all
it has to offer, which is good news
for businesses in the city centre and
beyond.

• Making bus journeys shorter
and quicker.
• Reducing overall congestion

15
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Benefits

Key Challenges

Good for city living

• By providing a high-quality, frequent and
reliable bus service, we can make Dublin a
more attractive place to live, work and visit.
•

17 •

With quicker journeys and reliable services,
the city will seem like a smaller, more
accessible place and everywhere will be
within an easy bus ride of just about
anywhere else.
All of Dublin – all of its colleges, offices,
retail streets; all of its coffee shops; all of its
pubs and bookshops; all of its restaurants
and theatres; all of its character - will be
opened up, to all of its citizens and all of its
visitors.

18

Challenges

Mitigations

Acquisition of
parts of land in
front of properties
including portions
of gardens and
walls

Purchase the portion of gardens/land; ensure new landscaping,
full replanting in the garden, build new walls, new fencing and
gates.

Reduction of onstreet parking public and private

Provide where feasible alternative parking close by for residents
and businesses, compensate for loss of parking

Removal of trees

Put in place a replanting programme. Mature or semi-mature
ready-grown trees where feasible and planted as close to original
locations as possible.

Traffic movements
and road works

Local access will be maintained for houses and businesses.
Rerouting of traffic will be supported by signage, markings and
traffic calming measures.

Identify areas for improvements to local spaces, landscaping and
provide funding for urban centre improvements.

Appendix

19

Appendix

Appendix

2. Core Bus Corridors Project DiscussionDocument –
12th June 2018
2C. Public Representative Engagement

Appendix

Email issued to all public representatives in the Greater Dublin Area (GDA) on 12th
June 2018 regarding the launchof the Core Bus Corridors Project Report on 12 June
2018:
All Public Representatives in the Greater Dublin AreaBusConnects Dublin Core Bus Corridors Project

From: info@busconnects.ie
Sent: Tuesday 12 June 2018 16:31
Subject: BusConnects Dublin - Core Bus Corridors Project
Dear Deputy,
Today the National Transport Authority is publishing a discussion document on the Core Bus Corridors
Project, which sets out draft proposals to vastly improve bus journey times and cycling priority along
congested corridors in Dublin. The project is acentral element of the BusConnects strategy launched last
year.
By dramatically increasing the level of segregated bus infrastructure on 16 core bus corridors identified in
the attached map, we can improve the bus experience for a growing number of passengers in our capital city.
On each of these corridors, we will also provide high quality cycling facilities segregated from bus and
general traffic lanesas far as is practicable.

We are publishing the discussion document to ensure you and members of the public are kept informed of
the progress made on the overall plan. In October, we will publish detailed proposals for each of the
corridors and undertake a full public consultation. Atthis stage, we will be in a position to answer detailed
questions on specific local issues.
For more information on the project and to read the details discussion document, please visit
www.busconnects.ie. Moreover, a printed version of the document will alsobe delivered to you.
Yours sincerely,
Anne Graham
CEO, NTA
Contact information:
Email: info@busconnects.ie

Freefone: 1800 303 653

TRANSFORMING CITY BUS SERVICES
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All Public Representatives in the Greater Dublin AreaBusConnects Dublin Core Bus Corridors Project
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Mount Merrion
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Ballyroan

Foxrock

Woodtown

Cornelscourt
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Countybrook
Bray
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Letter issued to all public representatives in the GDA on12th June 2018 along with a
copy of the report:
June 12th, 2018
Re: BusConnects Dublin – Core Bus Corridors Project
Dear Deputy,
Please find attached a copy of the BusConnects Core Bus Corridors Project report that
we are unveiling today.
This discussion document sets out draft proposals to vastly improve bus journey times
and cycling priority along congested corridors in the Dublin region. The project is a
central element of the National Transport Authority’s €2 billion BusConnects strategy to
transform the city’s bus system, so it is fast, reliable, punctual, convenient and affordable.
Currently buses running on the major arteries into the city centre are sharing road space
with trucks, vans and cars for all but 30% of the journey despite the bus system
accounting for 67% of public transport journeys in the Greater Dublin Area. However,
levels of congestion are
increasing daily and it is anticipated that by 2040 the Dublin region will have increased
by 25% to 1.5 million.
When BusConnects was announced last year, the NTA provided a broad overview as to
which corridors would be included in the plan and the resulting positive outcomes would
be for communities around the region and for the city itself.
We also announced that BusConnects would provide for the creation of a “next
generation” network of cycling facilities. On each of the core bus corridors, we will
provide high quality cycling facilities segregated from the bus lanes and general traffic
lanes as far as is practicable. When implemented, this will result in a safer experience for
city cyclists.
The unveiling of BusConnects last year marked the beginning of a conversation on the
role that this ambitious programme of investment in our bus services can play in meeting
the future transport needs of the people of Dublin. One year on, we want to make sure the
conversation continues, and that’s why we are publishing this discussion document.
Significant progress has been made in putting together the overall plan, and in October
this year we will be publishing our detailed proposals for each of the 16 corridors. At
that stage we will be in a position to identify precise alignment along each of the
corridors and to pinpoint the specific challenges and opportunities that will arise as a
result.
As that work on evaluating options and assessing alternatives is complete, we will
undertake a full public consultation, and at that point, we will be in a position to answer
detailed questions on specific local issues. In the meantime, we are anxious to ensure that
we keep you and members of the public informed.
You should also be aware that a separate but related announcement on the redesigned bus
network for Dublin will take place in July. This will include proposals on a redesign of
routes, schedules, timetables and fare structures to meet the changing needs of
passengers in Dublin.
There is no doubt that congestion in the capital city is negatively impacting bus journey
times, but with ambitious measures such as BusConnects, we can vastly improve the bus
experience for the growing number of passengers who wish to use sustainable transport
modes in and around the city.
Yours
sincerely,
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Graphics for website & social media:
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Press Release issued 12th June 2018:
PRESS RELEASE BY NTA
Tuesday 12th June 2018
NTA SETS OUT PROPOSALS TO IMPROVE BUS
JOURNEY TIMES FOR PASSENGERS IN DUBLIN
The National Transport Authority has today published the Core Bus Corridors Project report. This
discussion document sets out draft proposals to vastly improve bus journey times and cycling priority along
an increasing number of congested corridors in the Dublin region. The project is part of the NTA’s
€2bn BusConnects Dublin programme to transform the city’s bus system.
The proposals, which if implemented, will provide the following:
• 230kms of continuous bus priority over 16 radial core bus corridors
• 200kms of cycle tracks and cycle lanes provided on the corridors
• Journey time savings of up to 40%-50% across the 16 radial core bus corridors
In 2017 Dublin Bus combined with Bus Eireann carried over 147 million passengers in the Dublin area,
about 67% of public transport journeys in the Greater Dublin Area. This is about four times the number of
passengers carried by Luas and close to five times the number of passengers carried by DART and
commuter rail.
However, despite the importance of the bus system, the main corridors in and out of the city only have bus
lanes for about one third of their length. This means that for most of the journey, buses are competing for
space with other traffic and are affected by general traffic congestion. With the population of the Dublin
region projected to increase to 1.5 million by 2040, a jump of 25% from today’s 1.2million, that trend of
increasing congestion will continue unless significant and radical action is taken.
When BusConnects was announced last year, NTA outlined how it would provide the opportunity to
improve the bus experience for passengers by providing faster journey times in comfortable, modern
vehicles with high frequency services on busy routes.
The Authority also announced that BusConnects would provide for the creation of a “next generation”
network of cycling facilities. On each of the Core Bus corridors, we will provide high quality cycling
facilities, segregated from the bus lanes and general traffic lanes as far as is practicable.
Significant progress has been made in putting together the overall plan, and in October of this year NTA will
publish detailed and considered proposals for each of the 16 corridors. At that stage a full public consultation
process will commence. This will allow people to provide feedback and their thoughts on the proposals and
the NTA will fully engage with people along the corridors and surrounding areas.
Anne Graham, CEO of the NTA said: “Everybody agrees that something needs to be done to improve our
bus services. Passenger numbers on public transport continue to increase, but as the economy continues to
improve, and as demands on public transport increase, our infrastructure will come under more and more
strain.
“People want to use public and sustainable transport in and out of the city. Our recent canal cordon 2017
figures are showing us this with almost 70% of daily trips across the canals of Dublin being made by
sustainable transport. The NTA needs to support these trips and to improve the journey times for public
transport users and to offset the negative impact of congestion.
“Unless we address the infrastructure issues, it is inevitable that in the years ahead, travelling by bus will
become slower, less reliable and more frustrating for everybody. But with BusConnects there is a solution on
offer.”
“Last year’s BusConnects announcement marked the beginning of a conversation on the role that this
ambitious programme of investment in our bus services can play in meeting the future transport needs of the
people of Dublin. One year on, we want to make sure that the conversation continues, and that is why we are
publishing this document.
“As the project development work is complete, we will of course be undertaking a full process of public
consultation, and at that point, we will be in a position to answer detailed questions on specific local issues.
“There is no doubt that congestion in Dublin is getting worse, but with the ambitious measures put forward
today, there is light at the end of the tunnel. We believe that our plans have the potential to completely
transform public transport, to make travelling by bus more attractive, and to get more people using
sustainable modes of transport in and around the city.”
ENDS
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Digital Media Plan June 2018:
For the launch of the BusConnects Core Bus Corridor Discussion Document, we had a comprehensive
digital media plan which consisted of promoted posts and on Social and Digital.

These include promoted posts on Facebook and Twitter. We also had native content on
TheJournal.ie and Dublinlive.ie and Youtube.
In addition to this we geo-targeted regular users of bus services based on online behavior in theDublin area with
promoted posts online news sites such as RTE, Independent, Irish Times, Joe.ie
and Lovindublin.ie.

Digital
The Journal
Dublin Live
Core Programmatic: (Independent, RTE, Irish Times, Joe.ie, Lovin Dublin)

Social
Facebook
Twitter
Instagram

Clongriffin to City Centre / Core Bus Corridor Scheme
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3. Emerging Preferred Route Option: First Round
of Non-Statutory Public Consultation – 14th
November 2018 - 31st May 2019
3A Clongriffin to City Centre Core Bus Corridor
Emerging Preferred Route Brochure - November 2018
- English
- Irish Cover
- Easy to read

Core Bus Corridor

City Centre

Emerging Preferred Route
Public Consultation November 2018

Clongriffin to City Centre

/ Core Bus Corridor Scheme

Clongriffin
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SECTION 1

1. Introduction
1.
1

Background

Clongriffin to City Centre

/ Core Bus Corridor Scheme

In June 2018 the National Transport Authority (NTA) published the
Core Bus Corridors Project Report. The report was a discussion
document outlining proposals for the delivery of a core bus corridor
network across Dublin. It set out the vision for the provision of
230kms of dedicated bus lanes and 200km of cycle lanes/trackson
sixteen key bus corridors.

Continuous bus lanes and cycle tracks

230kms

of continuous
bus priority

200kms of

cycle tracks/lanes
provided

Separately in July 2018 the Dublin Area Bus Network Redesign, whichis the redesign
of bus services, started its first public consultation phase. Around 30,000 submissions
including signed petitions and online survey responses were received by the end of
September.
Over the coming months all of these submissions will be reviewed and assessed.
Following that process a revised network design will be
published during 2019 for a second public consultation. It is envisagedthat the
implementation of the final network will take place in 2020.
The network redesign can be implemented on the existing roadnetwork with some
enhancements at key interchange locations.
The public consultation for the sixteen radial core bus corridors will now take place
on a phased basis from November 2018 until May 2019. Each phase will be for a set
number of corridors to be consultedon over a period of months. These public
consultations phases will bethe start of a detailed process of engagement and
communication. Allof which will take place prior to detailed designs being finalised
and planning permissions sought.

This document is one of a series of sixteen, each dedicated to a singlecore bus corridor.
The document provides a written description of
the emerging preferred route from start to finish with supportingroute maps. It
explains the step by step process for engagementand consultation for potentially
impacted property owners and the general public. It also outlines the process for
planning and construction of the core bus corridor network including expected
timelines.

/ Core Bus Corridor Scheme

1.2

Why does Dublin need a corebus
corridor network?

ĥ Congestion – Congestion is one of the most significant challenges facing the

Dublin region and needs to be addressed to safeguard the growth of the Dublin
region and keep people moving. Ireland’s economic recovery from the
recession is seeing significant increases in the number of people working and
travelling across Dublin. The number of commercial vehiclescontinues to rise
as does the number of tourists. The commuterareas surrounding Dublin
continue to spread and grow in a low
density manner. Growth areas can only be served in the short andmedium term by
the bus as opposed to long-term projects such asrail and Luas.

ĥ The bus system can deliver – We need to invest in the bus system because the

bus system is the main component to meet our future transport needs. A good
bus system has the reach andflexibility to service all the new housing
developments, business parks, hospitals, colleges and retail shops across Dublin.
It is a proven solution and is the main form of public transport across Dublin
with 67% of public transport journeys each day made by bus. The bus system
carries three and four times the number of people who travel on Luas or Dart and
commuter rail.

Forecast Population Growth in Dublin Region

At present bus lanes are in place for less than one third of a bus journey on the
busy corridors. This means buses are competing for space with general traffic and
so are affected by the increasinglevels of congestion.

1.5

Growing Population – It is predicted that the population forthe Dublin region
will grow 25% by 2040, bringing it to almost1.5m for the region. This huge
growth in population has to be accommodated with a quality public transport
system.

25%
increase

1.2
Population (millions)

ĥ

0.9
0.6

1.2
million

1.5
million

2016

2040

0.3
0
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BusConnects Core Bus Corridors
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SECTION 1

ĥ People want to cycle – The core bus corridor project is not just about the

provision of bus lanes. Under this project we will also deliver 200km of
segregated cycling infrastructure to make
cycling safer and more attractive than ever before. This initiative isthe foundation
of the overall cycle network for the Greater DublinArea.
Commuting to work by bicycle has increased by 43% since 2011.Again this
growth represents a clear choice that people are making to cycle. This project
will support that trend and is a vital component of creating a sustainable
transport system for
people across Dublin. Safe cycling facilities across the 16 key bus corridors will
provide people, families and their children a suitableenvironment to cycle where
they want and when they want

Dublin Canal Cordon 2017 Statistics - 7am to 10am

211,416

people crossed the canal inbound between 7.00am and 10.00am.

Over half

of all journeys into thecity
in the morning arenow
made on public transport.

107,160

people came into the
city centre by using
bus, train orLuas.

Clongriffin to City Centre

/ Core Bus Corridor Scheme

People want to use public transport – The need to builda core bus

network is being driven by increases in congestion
and also by the significant shift of people choosing to use publictransport. People
want to use it and should have a reliable and efficient bus system to travel on.
ĥ Based on 2017 canal cordon figures over 70% of people travelling into the city
each morningdo so by sustainable transport modes and mostly by bus. Cars only
account for 30% of travel into the city centre each day andtherefore the amount of
road space allocated to sustainable transport needs to reflect that position.

12,447

people cycled in. The
highest numberever.

70%

25,000

people walked in.
Mode share for
walking is 11.8%.

Private cars carried

used sustainablemodes.

under30%

The more people use
sustainable modes of
transport, the less
congestion.

Public transport also
reduces the amount of
greenhouse gases and
other emissions.

of people for the
first time.

/ Core Bus Corridor Scheme

1.3

What is
BusConnects
Dublin?

P&R

BusConnects Dublin is a
major investment
programme to improve
public transport in Dublin.
It aims to overhaul the current bus
system in the Dublin through a 10
year programme of integrated
actions to deliver a more efficient,
reliable and better bus system for
more people.

ĥ Building a network of newbus
corridors to make journey's
faster and more reliable.

New network of cycle lanes/tracks.

ĥ

ĥ Develop a state-of-the-art
ticketing system.

Implementation of a cashless
ĥ payment system.

ĥ

Simpler fare structure.

ĥ New bus stops and shelterswith
better signage and information.

ĥ

Provision of bus based Park
and Ride sites in keylocations.

BALLYMUN
C
HALL

BEAUMONT

FINGLAS

ALL

ALL

D

E

DART

ALL

B

BROOMSBRIDGE
WHITEHALL
ALL

A

TOLKA
VALLEY
L

AL

F

O
ALL

C

HEUSTON

ALL

C

ALL

BALLYFERMOT

G

ALL

D

O
ALL
CRUMLIN
HOSPITAL

F

KIMMAGE

ALL

A

ALL

B

UCD

DART

TERENURE

ĥ Redesign of the Dublin area bus

network to provide a moreefficient
network with high frequency spines,
new orbital routes and increased bus
services.
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ĥ New bus livery providinga

common style across different
operators.

ĥ Transitioning to a new
bus fleet with low
emission vehicle
technologies.
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1.4

What are the benefits of this project?

Journey Time Savings

ĥ Journey Time Savings – The core bus corridor project will deliver journey time

savings of up to 40-50% on each corridor. Dedicated bus lanes can significantly
increase bus travel speeds and reliability. Improved journey times and reducing the
amount oftime people spend commuting will make bus travel more attractiveand
reduce our reliance on car travel. The more convenient the bussystem is, the faster
the modal shift will be for people from the carto the bus. Not only will current bus
users and cyclists benefit but future commuters will be able to avail of a better
system as the improved bus and cycle lanes are built.

Clongriffin to City Centre
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Accessibility for all – Accessibility is about people’s ability to reach the
destinations and services they want to get to. This
means both people's level of mobility and the costs of travelling.There are many
tens of thousands of people across Dublin who cannot drive a car, do not have a
ĥ car and are completely reliant on the bus service. The bus lane improvements
will enhance accessibility for the elderly and mobility impaired because all
buses are accessible and bus stops, bus shelters and footpaths willsupport easy
boarding and disembarking of the buses.

Current Journey Times

up to 40-50% journey
time savings

Better cycling facilities – This project will see the provision of much needed
cycling facilities around the city region. Across the16 radial bus corridors there
will be over 200kms of high quality cycling facilities provided. These new or
improved cycle lanes willbe segregated from bus lanes and general traffic where
feasible.
ĥ

BusConnects
Journey Times

Future Journey Times
without BusConnects

/ Core Bus Corridor Scheme
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ĥ Pedestrians and Local Urban Centres – In addition to bus lanes and cycling

facilities this project is an opportunity to enhanceand improve local areas. This
project is focused on making things better for commuters and communities around
the bus corridors. Along each route, improvements and enhancements will be made
to footpaths, walkways and pedestrian crossings. Funding and investment for local
urban centres with additional landscaping and outdoor amenities will be provided.

Building a sustainable city and addressing climate change – By providing

a better bus system for Dublin we can make it a more attractive place to live, work
and visit. A good public transport system is vital to support the economic activity
of
ĥ any city and can also address the need to improve air quality and reduce CO2
emissions. Tackling the challenges of climate change isa priority for the
Government and moving more people to public transport is a key component of
the solution.
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1.5

What does the core bus corridorproject
entail?

The core bus corridor project proposes the provision of 230 kilometres of bus
lanes on sixteen of the busiest bus corridors and 200 kilometres of cycle lanes
and tracks as published in the
discussion document, Core Bus Corridor Project Report June 2018.

Bus lanes are needed to make the current and future bus system operate efficiently,
reliably and punctually. Our intention is to developthese bus corridors so that each will
have continuous bus priority
– in other words, a continuous bus lane in each direction as well as maintaining two
general traffic lanes. In addition we also want to provide safe cycling facilities,
segregated where possible from othervehicular traffic. This will remove the delays
currently experienced which will grow worse as congestion increases.

Clongriffin to City Centre
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The layout below shows the arrangement that we are seeking to achieve on each
corridor. However, this optimal layout is difficult toachieve in practice and we have
proposed alternative solutions in various places to deliver the required bus and
cycling lanes.

Optimum Road Layout

FOOTPATH

CYCLE
TRACK

BUS LANE

TRAFFIC LANE

TRAFFIC LANE

BUS LANE

CYCLE
TRACK

FOOTPATH
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2. Emerging Preferred Route
2.1
SECTION 2

The Emerging Preferred Route for
Clongriffin to City Centre

The Emerging Preferred Route set out in this consultation documentwas identified
following an assessment of various alternatives.

Clongriffin to City Centre
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The route selection process involved identification and consideration of possible
options taking account of criterias including local impactson property frontage,
existing traffic patterns and broad assessment of environmental impacts. A Feasibility
Report setting out details of the assessment work undertaken is available on
www.BusConnects.ie.
Arising from that work an Emerging Preferred Route has been identified for this
corridor and public feedback on that proposal isnow sought. It is important to know
that this option is not adoptedyet. Only following this consultation and review of the
submissionsreceived will a decision on the final Preferred Route be made.

2.2 Clongriffin to City Centre* Overview (*Section
from Clontarf Road to City Centre excluded)

The Core Bus Corridor (CBC) commences at Clongriffin DART Station,and is routed
via Clongriffin Main Street which will be extended to
join the Malahide Road at a new junction to the north of Clare Hall Junction. The
CBC is then routed via Malahide Road to the junction with Marino Mart/ Fairview.
From here the CBC ties into a separate project, Clontarf to City Centre Cycle Scheme
currently proposed byDublin City Council.

It is intended to route this scheme along Marino Mart, Fairview, Annesley Bridge
Road, North Strand Road, and Amiens Street to theCustom House, where it will join
the prevailing traffic management regime on the North Quays. Priority for buses is
provided along
the entire route, consisting primarily of dedicated bus lanes in bothdirections.
On this route, 3 no. loading bays may be affected by the proposed works. It is
intended to retain these facilities where possible. The details of these loading facilities
will be developed as part of the nextdesign phase.

2.2.1 Clongriffin DART Station to Malahide Road viaClongriffin
Main Street
At Clongriffin DART Station, it is proposed to retain the existing pedestrian, bus stop
and bus turnaround facilities. It is intended to route buses through Clongriffin Main
Street. No works are proposedfor this existing section of the Main Street. Existing bus
and cycle infrastructure will be maintained. It is proposed to extend the Main Street
between the Hole in the Wall Road and Belmayne Avenue
as per the Clongriffin/ Belmayne Local Area Plan. A new section of road between
Main Street and the Malahide Road will be constructedwith new junction to the north
of Clare Hall junction incorporating bus lanes in both directions. A bus and cycle
only section will be provided at this junction. General traffic will not be permitted to
use this access. Access to Main Street for general traffic will remainunchanged
through Belmayne.

/ Core Bus Corridor Scheme

2.2.2 Mayne River Avenue to Gracefield Road –Malahide Road
The CBC is then proposed to be routed along the Malahide Road tothe junction with
the R105 at Marino Mart/ Fairview. The following junctions are intended to be
upgraded to provide bus priority and enhanced pedestrian and cyclist facilities:

ĥ Malahide Road/ R139 Clarehall Avenue;
ĥ Malahide Road/ Entrance to Clarehall Shopping Centre;
ĥ Malahide Road/ Blunden Drive/ Priorswood Road;
ĥ Malahide Road/ Tonglegee Road/ Brookville Crescent; and
ĥ Malahide Road/ Gracefield Road.
At Clarehall Avenue, it is proposed to modify this junction by removing the existing
left turn slip road on each approach. It is intended to replace these slips roads with
dedicated left turn lanes. On the northbound approach on the Malahide Road, it is
proposed toextend the bus lane to the stop line.

Between Clarehall Avenue and Santry River crossing, it is proposed to utilise limited
land take from adjacent green spaces/ car parking areas to facilitate these infrastructure
improvements.
At the junction of Tonglegee Road/ Brookville Crescent, it is intended to remove the
existing left turn slip roads and modify the junction to include for left turn lanes.
Accommodation will be made for the futureprovision of cycle facilities on Tonlegee
Road and Brookville Crescent as part of these proposed junction modifications.
Between Tonglegee Road junction and Gracefield Road junction, it is intended to
retain the single bus and general traffic lane in each direction. A north bound
segregated cycle track will be provided
between the Malahide Road and Brookville Park. South bound cyclistsare proposed to
be redirected on to St. Brendan’s Avenue. Cyclists can then rejoin the Malahide Road
at Gracefield Road.

It is intended to modify the existing roundabout at Gracefield Road toa fully signalised
junction.

2.2.3 Gracefield Road and Clontarf Road – MalahideRoad
Between Clarehall Avenue and Blunden Drive, a single bus lane andtwo general
traffic lanes will be maintained. The left slip road into the Clarehall Shopping
Centre is intended to be removed, however, a dedicated left turn lane will be
provided to service this traffic movement.

Between Gracefield Road and Clontarf Road junctions, it is proposedto upgrade the
following junctions on the Malahide Road:

ĥ Malahide Road/ Collins Avenue;
ĥ Malahide Road/ Copeland Avenue/ Griffith Avenue; andMalahide Road/

Appendix

Clontarf Road.

It is proposed to upgrade the existing roundabout on Blunden Drive to a fully
signalised junction. Between Blunden Drive and GreencastleRoad, it is intended to
maintain a single bus and general traffic lane ineach direction. An additional
pedestrian crossing will be provided as part of a new bus stop facility between these
junctions.
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Between Gracefield Road junction and Killester Avenue, it is intended to provide a
continuous bus lane with a single general traffic lane in each direction. Dedicated
cycle tracks and footway facilities will be maintained through this section. To
accommodate this, limited areas of land take between these junctions is proposed. The
indicative extents of this land take are included in the Appendix of this brochure.The
proposed works may also require the removal of existing trees currently located
between the existing road and footpath. This impact will be further developed during
the next stage of the design.

Between Griffith Avenue junction and Clontarf Road junction, it is proposed to
continue the bus and general traffic lanes in both
directions. There are currently only three traffic lanes on this sectionof road. To
facilitate the new four lane arrangement, it is intended
to utilise limited land take from adjacent properties at the followinglocations:

ĥ Between Copeland Avenue and Marino Avenue; Between

Clongriffin to City Centre

/ Core Bus Corridor Scheme

ĥ Charlemont Road and Crescent Place; and
Between Killester Avenue junction and Collins Avenue, it is proposedto maintain the
road cross section as described in the previous section. The existing road between these
junctions required wideningto accommodate the desired lane widths and bus stop
facilities. This may require land take from the surrounding green space in Thorndale
Grove and Mayfield Park. It is also proposed to utilise land take from private
properties between Mayfield Park and Collins Avenue. As mentioned in the previous
section, the indicative extents of this land take are included in the Appendix of this
brochure.
Between Collins Avenue Junction and Griffith Avenue Junction, itis proposed to
remove the existing left turn slip road from Collins
Avenue East Road. Again, it is intended to provide a continuous buslane with a
single general traffic lane in each direction. Currently, there are no continuous
dedicated cycle tracks in both directions on this section of the Malahide Road. This
issue is proposed to be addressed by road widening works. This widening may
involve landtake between Donnycarney Church and Clancarthy Road, Clontarf
Golf Club and Bowling Club grounds, Nazareth House. The indicative extents of this
land take are included in the Appendix of this brochure.

ĥ

Between Brian Road and St. Aidan’s Park.

Because of the significant additional impacts on private properties, if cycle tracks
were to be included on this section of the Malahide Road,it is intended to redirect
cyclists through a parallel, less trafficked route along Brian Road, Carleton Road and
Haverty Road. Cyclists will then rejoin Marino Mart and tie-in with the Clontarf to
City CentreCycle Scheme.

The proposed bus lane works will tie into the existing bus facilities on Clontarf
Road. The section from Clontarf Road to the City CentreCycle Scheme is subject of
a separate scheme which is being progressed by Dublin City Council.

/ Core Bus Corridor Scheme

2.3 Key Facts:
ĥ Approximate number of properties that may be impacted: 120

ĥ Approximate number of on-street parking spaces that may beremoved: 31
Approximate number of roadside trees that may be removed: 100

ĥ Approximate route length: 10kms Approximate
ĥ

new cycle lane length: 6kmsCurrent bus journey
time: up to 65 mins BusConnects journey time: 30

ĥ – 35 mins
ĥ Future bus journey time without BusConnects: 85 mins +
ĥ
ĥ
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3. Challenges and Mitigations
3.1

The Challenges

It’s important to acknowledge that the choices required to deliver this step-change in
the performance of the bus system will be difficult. However, the decision-making
needs to be done now and not postponed until the problem is far greater. Some of the
decisionsmay be hard but they are being made because we believe that theseplans
have the potential to fundamentally transform the way public transport works in
Dublin.

Clongriffin to City Centre
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Our challenge now is to respond to the needs of a modern city by providing a fit-forpurpose bus system, built on a streetscape that dates back centuries. Needless to say
the streets were not designedto move the number of people that now need to travel in
and out
of the city each day. Some of the city’s inner suburbs date back to Victorian times,
with road layouts suited to more modest levels of traffic than we see today.

ĥ We will need to widen roads;
ĥ We will have to convert current traffic lanes to bus lanes;
ĥ We will need to restrict on-street parking;
ĥ We will need to remove trees or parts of front gardens.
Not all the impacts will be felt equally and some locations will requiremore changes
than others. Over the years those modifications that were easier to implement - the
ones that caused little or no disruption
- have been made. This means that there are no longer any simple changes which we
can make that would generate meaningful benefits.

If we don’t decide to make these changes now, then we need to acceptthat Dublin will
become increasingly congested and a less attractive place to live and work, both for us
now and for future generations.

3.2

Potential Impacts

3.2.1 Traffic changes
By creating more priority for buses and cycling there will be changesto how traffic
currently moves around the streets. On some corridors,certain roads may become oneway, new bus-only sections will be introduced and in some places general traffic will
have to take new routes in and out of the city. Additional cycle routes will be built,
generally segregated from vehicular traffic, and pedestrian crossingswill be added
and moved in some areas.

3.2.2 Land take
Because there is so little unused space along these busy roads, it willoften not be
possible to accommodate the bus lanes and cycle lanesin the width available. In
order to achieve the required space it will be necessary, in places, to acquire parts of
front gardens, driveways and land in front of commercial properties to allow the bus
and cyclelanes to be provided. This would require rebuilding new garden walls
and driveways a short distance back from the existing road boundary.

3.2.3 Reduction of On-Street Parking and LoadingFacilities
Because the roads that need widening travel through residential andbusiness areas
there will be a need to reduce the amount of on-streetparking and loading facilities to
accommodate the new layout.

/ Core Bus Corridor Scheme

3.2.4 Removal of Trees
As with the need to remove some parts of front gardens and footpaths there will be
also be a need to remove trees along some ofthe corridors.

There are principles for mitigation, statutory compensation and reparation which will
be adhered to by the NTA as part of the statutory planning process. However, below
are some of the measuresthat we envisage will be included. This list is not exhaustive
and we anticipate that there will be other measures that will need to be put in place.

3.2.5 Road Works and Construction Sites

3.3.1 Traffic Changes

Widening roads, and building bus and cycle lanes, requires construction work. There
will be excavation of the existing roads, plus parts of gardens and footpaths where
needed. There will be resurfacing, kerbing, replanting and landscaping. As with any
worksite and road works, there will be a certain level of noise, dust andtemporary
traffic diversions.

3.3 How we will address those challenges
Obviously these challenges and impacts are significant. Every feasibleoption is being
looked at to minimise the disruption to people, their property and the wider local
community. Where there is simply no viable alternative, and where we know we have
to remove trees, portions of gardens, driveways or parking, we will ensure appropriate
mitigation measures are put in place, wherever practicable.

Appendix

As part of this public consultation potentially impacted property owners will be
contacted directly by the NTA and a direct dialogue will commence. As each
individual property owner will have specificand personal issues there will be a
dedicated liaison team to engagewith this group on an individual basis.

Where general traffic is diverted and re-routed, adequate signageand road markings
will be provided for people to find their way.
Measures will be implemented to ensure that “rat-runs” do not emergeas a consequence
of the re-routed traffic. Also, local access will be maintained where new bus-only
sections or one-way systems are brought in for residents and commercial properties.

3.3.2 Land take
Where lands, such as parts of gardens and driveways, are being acquired for widening we
will purchase the portion of front gardens and drivewaysfrom property owners; ensure
new landscaping and replanting of thegardens, reinstatement of driveways as well as
providing compensation for the garden and driveway portion loss and disruption.
Where private and public walls or fencing are removed we will rebuildnew garden walls
and replace fencing where gardens have been affected and shortened. Also, where
public or commercial walls and fencing have been taken they will be rebuilt and
replaced.
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3.3.3 On street parking and Loading Facilities
Where there is a loss of on-street parking and loading facilities we will seek to provide,
where feasible, alternative arrangements close by for residents and businesses.

3.3.4 Trees

Clongriffin to City Centre

/ Core Bus Corridor Scheme

SECTION 3

Where trees are removed from roadsides and footpaths we will put in place a
comprehensive replanting programme. This programme will use mature or semimature ready-grown trees where appropriate
and, where it is feasible, plant them as close as possible to the originallocations.

3.3.5 Urban Centre Improvements
We will look for areas along the busy corridors where it is possible toimprove the
existing local spaces and the existing landscaping. It is important to use this
opportunity to not only replace what is removedbut to enhance the local areas. To do
so, we will consult with the local authorities on such urban centre improvements and
collectively seek to create attractive local environments.

3.3.6 Road Works and Construction Sites
During the construction stages the construction sites will be localisedand managed on a
road by road basis. The size of each work site
and the hours of working will have to take into consideration the residential nature
of many of the roads. Traffic management will bevery important to keep the traffic
moving and ensuring local accessfor people and deliveries is always maintained.
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4. The Process for the Acquisition of Land
Where the potential for impacts on private lands have been identified,the following
process applies:

Q4 2018 – Q2 2019 NTA will issue information letters (not formal compulsory
purchase order (CPO) notifications) to potentially impacted land owners and/or
occupiers along each Core Bus Corridor. Potentially impacted includes for example,
the acquisitionof parts of front gardens, walls, fences, gates, driveways and the
rebuilding of same to make way for street widening. The intention of this is to start
a direct dialogue between NTA and the potentiallyimpacted parties.

Clongriffin to City Centre
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During 2019 to prepare the statutory planning documentation,the project design
and environmental impact assessment will be
progressed. During this time NTA will endeavour to minimise impactson private lands.
Direct dialogue between NTA and potentially impacted parties will continue to
understand the likely impact of
the proposed development and what arrangements can be made tominimise and where
possible avoid those impacts.

End of 2019 / start of 2020 NTA will finalise the statutory planning
documentation and will serve formal notice on the actual impacted owners of land
proposed to be compulsorily purchased forthe project. It will make a formal
application to An Bord Pleanála forconfirmation to compulsorily purchase necessary
lands for purposesof constructing upgraded bus-lanes and bike-lanes.

During 2020 An Bord Pleanála will consider the planning application. There will
be a period of statutory public consultation toallow those notified as being subject to
CPO, and the public at large,to make submissions and/or objections to An Bord
Pleanála. This will be followed by an Oral Hearing by An Bord Pleanála if deemed
necessary. The statutory process will conclude with a decision by AnBord Pleanála
on whether to:
1.

approve the application, approve with conditions, or refuse theapplication;
and

2.

confirm, amend, or reject the CPO.

From 2021 onwards if An Bord Pleanála grants approval NTA will commence
valuations and negotiations to acquire the lands in the CPO, and progress
construction of the project. The construction of each core bus corridor will take up to
two years to complete. The construction start dates for each of the 16 corridors will
be managedover the period 2021 through 2027.
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4.1

How the project will progress
How & when to get involved

Clongriffin to City Centre
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2018

2019

2020

ENGAGEMENT

STATUTORY PROCESS

Confirmation of Emerging Preferred Route

An Bord Pleánala Application

ĥ Consultation on Emerging Preferred Route (Q4 2018-Q2 2019)
ĥ Finalisation of Emerging Preferred Route (Q2 2019)

ĥ
ĥ

Preparation of Statutory Application

ĥ

ĥ Optimise Engineering Design
ĥ Prepare Environmental ImpactAssessment Report
ĥ Define property requirements and prepareCPO.

ĥ

Submission of Statutory Planning Application
to An Bord Pleanála Statutory Consultation in
accordancewith the legislative requirements
An Bord Pleanála deliberations includingan Oral
Hearing where required
An Bord Pleanála to:
1. approve the application, approve with conditions,
or refuse the application; and
2. confirm, amend, or reject the CPO.
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2021

Construction Commences on a Phased Basis - Each corridor upgrade will take up to 2 years to complete
Start of Property Acquisition and Construction

Appendix

ĥ NTA formally requests a compensations claim from the CPO afected parties and discussions commence about valuation
ĥ Afected party appoints professional valuer to prepare and submit a compensation claim to NTA
ĥ On reaching agreement, compensation is paid, otherwise the matter may be referred by either party to the property arbitrator to assess compensation
ĥ Acquisition is finalised
ĥ In parallel NTA will progress the construction of the Core Bus Corridors.

2027

SECTION 4

ACQUISITION
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5. How to take part in the public consultation
Please remember that the plans that we are publishing are proposals and that no final
decision has been made on these matters in advanceof the public consultation. We
welcome all of your views.
Where you do not like a proposal, please consider suggesting an alternative solution or
other option for consideration. But do bear in mind that bus transport is, and will
continue to be, the main form of public transport for most areas of the Dublin region
and an alternativeof providing an underground rail system is simply not a viable option
for most parts of Dublin.

Potential impacted lands

If your property is potentially impacted by the proposals, a letter will have been
hand delivered to the property and details of how to
engage with the NTA are detailed in that letter. A dedicated propertyliaison
representative will be available to meet with individual property owners and provide
regular updates on the project.

5.2 General queries
SECTION 5

/ Core Bus Corridor Scheme

5.1

The project website www.busconnects.ie has a dedicated section for the Core Bus
Corridor project. Users can access the site to find out more about the project and
download copies of the key studiesthat have been carried out.

Clongriffin to City Centre

General queries can be directed to a dedicated Freephone 1800 303 653 or by email to cbc@busconnects.ie

5.3 How to engage
We are inviting submissions in relation to the proposals set out in thisPublic
Consultation Document.
Written submissions and observations may be made by:

Online:
Through the online form in the ”Public Consultation” section of theCore Bus Corridor
page on our website: www.busconnects.ie

Or by email to:
cbc@busconnects.ie

Or by post to:
Core Bus Corridor Project National
Transport AuthorityDún Scéine
Harcourt Lane
Dublin 2
D02 WT20
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Townsend St

NOTE: The Emerging Preferred Route shown on the following drawings is indicative only and is subject to change following consultation and as part of the design development process.
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© Ordnance Survey Ireland Government of Ireland. All rights reserved.
Licence Number EN 0082118 National Transport Authority.
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MAP 14: Emerging Preferred Route
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MAP 16: Emerging Preferred Route
© Ordnance Survey Ireland Government of Ireland. All rights reserved.
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MAP 18: Emerging Preferred Route
© Ordnance Survey Ireland Government of Ireland. All rights reserved.
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MAP 20: Emerging Preferred Route
© Ordnance Survey Ireland Government of Ireland. All rights reserved.
Licence Number EN 0082118 National Transport Authority.
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Easy to Read Version

Core Bus Corridors
Clongriffin to City Centre
There has been a lot of thinking and work on
the best routes for bus corridors.
These are known as Emerging Preferred
Routes.

One route goes from Clongriffin to the City
Centre.
This bus corridor will start at Clongriffin DART
station.

It will go along the Malahide Road to Marino
Mart and Fairview.
The bus corridor will then link with the Clontarf
to City Centre Cycle Scheme.

It will continue along North Strand Road and
Amiens Street, and onto the bus lanes on the
North Quays.

1

Appendix

Now, the bus journey from Clongriffin to the City
Centre takes over one hour.
With the bus corridor, this journey will take up to
35 minutes.

The route is around 10 kilometres.

There will be 6 kilometres of new cycle lanes.

We need to make changes along the route to
make room for the bus corridor.
For example, changing the road layouts, taking
down and replacing some trees, taking away
parking spaces, making changes to some
gardens.

You will find a map for this route and an
information booklet at:
www.busconnects.ie
2
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3. Emerging Preferred Route Option: First Round
of Non-Statutory PublicConsultation – 14th
November 2018 - 31st May 2019
3B Public Representative Engagement
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Correspondence with local public representatives regarding the launch of the
Emerging Preferred Route Option non-statutory public consultation on 14
November 2018:

Local Public Representatives
Launch of the Emerging Preferred Route Option non-statutory public consultation

From: oireachtasliaison@nationaltransport.ie
Sent: Wednesday 14 November 2018 14:52
Subject: Launch of BusConnects Core Bus Corridor Project
Dear Public Representative
The National Transport Authority (NTA) has today launched the Core Bus Corridor Project which
involves the implementation of continuous bus lanes along16 key radial bus corridors around Dublin.

It is part of the overall BusConnects programme to transform Dublin’s bus systemto deliver a more
efficient, reliable and better bus system for more people.
The first stage of the Core Bus Corridor Project is the public consultation processwhich will take
place on a phased basis between now and next May.
Each phase will involve consultation on a set number of corridors over a period of months. Details
of the phasing of the public consultation process are set out atthe end of this email.

At the outset of each phase, the NTA will issue information letters directly to any house or business
whose garden or frontage may have to be acquired. These letters have already been sent in the case
of the four corridors in Phase 1. I attacha sample of this letter for your information.

A similar process of public consultation will be followed early next year for theremaining phases.

I attach a copy of a notice outlining details of the public consultation process, which will be
published in newspapers. In addition, I also attach a copy of a fact
CONT.
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Local Public Representatives
Launch of the Emerging Preferred Route Option non-statutory public consultation

sheet regarding the public consultation. More detailed information on theCore Bus
Corridor Project is available on the BusConnects website, www.busconnects.ie.

The NTA is fully committed to working with all interested parties in the development of the Core
Bus Corridors Project. In that regard we will be establishing a community forum for each corridor
to facilitate engagement with all parties including individuals, residents associations, community
groups,etc. Requests to participate in the community forum should be sent to cbc@ busconnects.ie

In conclusion we look forward to working with you and your constituents in the coming months with
a view to vastly improve the bus experience for the growingnumber of passengers who wish to use
sustainable transport modes in and around the city.

Yours sincerely,
Anne Graham
CEO, National Transport Authority

DETAILS OF PHASING
Phase 1 (14th November to 15th February 2019)
Clongriffin to City Centre Swords to
City Centre Blanchardstown to City
CentreLucan to City Centre

Phase 2 (Mid-January to End March 2019)
Liffey Valley to City Centre
Clondalkin to Drimnagh
Greenhills to City Centre
CONT.
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Tallaght to Terenure Kimmage to
City Centre Rathfarnham to City
Centre
Phase 3 (Mid-February to End April 2019)
Ballymun to City Centre
Finglas to PhibsboroughBray
to City Centre Blackrock to
Merrion
UCD Ballsbridge to City Centre
Ringsend to City Centre

TRANSFORMING CITY BUS SERVICES
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Template of Letter issued to potentially impacted property owners:

(Name & Address)

Date: 9th November 2018
Ref:

Re: BusConnects
to City Centre Core Bus Corridor Project

Dear Property Owner / Occupier,
The National Transport Authority (NTA) has been tasked with delivering the BusConnects Dublin
programme, which is a set of proposals to transform Dublin's bus system, so that journeys by bus
will be fast, reliable, punctual, convenient and affordable. It will enable more people to travel by
bus than ever before, providing an alternative to congested car journeys.
From the perspective of public transport, congestion is a major problem. On the busiest bus routes,
bus lanes are only in place for less than one third of the corridor. This means that for most of the
journey, buses are competing for space with general traffic and so are also affected by the increasing
levels of congestion.
A key part of the BusConnects programme is the development of “Core Bus Corridors”, effectively
the delivery of continuous bus lanes, on the key bus routes across the city. Sixteen corridors are
included in BusConnects Dublin.
Initial work has been undertaken on these corridors to identify an Emerging Preferred Route for
each corridor. The Emerging Preferred Route is the proposal which, subject to a public consultation
process, is considered to offer the best solution to improve the bus and cycle network.
The purpose of this letter is to inform you that the proposals contained in the Emerging Preferred
Scheme for the
to City Centre Core Bus Corridor may impact on part of your property. An
extract from a layout map showing an indicative layout of the scheme in the vicinity of your property
is attached. The plan shows where the car lanes, bus lanes, cycle lanes and footpaths will be. Areas
where land may be potentially impacted are marked with red dashed lines.
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A complete public consultation document, which contains all of the relevant maps for this corridor,
will be sent to you next week.
We do wish to reiterate that these are proposals only which are not fixed or finalised. They will be
published in full shortly to get public feedback in relation to them. No decisions have been made to
proceed with these proposals, and none would be taken until we have concluded the consultation
process.
Any decision to proceed with this overall project would be subject to a statutory planning process,
which would involve an application for planning consent to An Bord Pleanala. That planning
application would not be made before 2020. If any garden portion or land was ultimately necessary
to be acquired from your property, appropriate compensation would have to be paid in addition to
the rebuilding of new garden walls, fences, gates and driveways, plus landscaping works to the
residual area.
The NTA would welcome the opportunity to meet with you in relation to these proposals. That
would give us the opportunity to discuss with you on a one-to-one basis, what this may mean for
you and what the next steps will be over the coming months and years. If you wish to avail of this
meeting please call 1800 303 653 to arrange a time and date at your earliest convenience.

Yours sincerely,
BusConnects Dublin,
National Transport Authority

Appendix

BusConnects Core Bus Corridor Consultation Press Notice:

BusConnects Core Bus Corridor Public Consultation
Comhairliúchán Poiblí do Chonairí Bus Lárnacha BusConnects
Clár infheistíochta suntasach is ea BusConnects d’fhonn iompar poiblí i mBaile Átha Cliath a BusConnects is a major investment programme to improve public transport in Dublin. It aimsfheabhsú. Tá sé mar aidhm aige an córas
busanna reatha a leasú ó bhonn trí chlár comhtháite to overhaul the current bus system through a 10 year integrated programme of integrated10 mbliana de ghníomhaíochtaí comhtháite a chur i bhfeidhm d’fhonn córas busanna
éifeachtaí, níos iontaofa agus níos fearr a chur ar fáil do níos mó daoine.
níos actions to deliver a more efficient, reliable and better bus system for more people.
The core bus corridor project aims to deliver 230kms of
dedicated bus lanes and 200kms ofTá sé mar aidhm ag tionscadal na gconairí bus lárnacha 230 ciliméadar de bhuslánaí tiomnaithe cycle tracks along 16 of the busiest corridors in Dublin. The National Transport Authority isagus 200
ciliméadar de raonta rothaíochta a chur ar 16 cinn de na conairí bus is gnóthaí i now commencing a public consultation in relation to these proposals.
mBaile Átha Cliath. Tá an tÚdarás Náisiúnta Iompair ag cur tús anois le comhairliúchán poiblí
This public consultation for sixteen core bus corridors will take place over a phased basis
maidir leis na moltaí seo.
starting from 14th November 2018 and will run until May 2019.
ag tosú an 14 Samhain 2018 agus ag leanúint
Is ar bhonn céimnithe a tharlóidh an comhairliúchán poiblí do sé chonaire bus lárnach déag,
The public consultation for the first four corridors has now commenced and will end Friday
ar aghaidh go dtí Bealtaine 2019.
15th February 2019. We are now seeking submissions and observations for the following:
Thosaigh an comhairliúchán poiblí don chéad cheithre chonaire cheana féin agus críochnóidh
Blanchardstown to City Centre
Clongriffin to City Centre
sé Dé hAoine, an 15 Feabhra 2019. Táimid ag lorg moltaí agus tuairimí faoi láthair maidir leis

na conairí seo a leanas:

Cluain Ghrífín go Lár na Cathrach

Cluain Ghrífín go Baile Bhlainséir

Swords to City Centre

Lucan to City Centre

Details of the proposals for these four corridors are available for download on the website
Sord go Lár na Cathrach
Leamhcán go Lár na Cathrach
www.busconnects.ie or call Freefone 1800 303 653.
glaoch a chur ar an uimhir shaorghlao 1800
Is féidir mionsonraí faoi na ceithre chonairea íoslódáil ar an suíomh www.busconnects.ie nó
• Community Forum - The NTA will establish a Community Forum for each corridor where
303 653.
there will be an opportunity for a representative from Residents’ Associations, Community
• Fóram Pobail - Cruthóidh an tÚdarás Náisiúnta Iompair Fóram Pobail do gach
Groups, Public Representatives and Interested Groups to get informed and engaged
conaire le go mbeidh deis ag ionadaithe ó Chumainn Áitritheoirí, Grúpaí Pobail,
during the public consultation process. Please email cbc@busconnects.ie to get involved.
Ionadaithe Pobail nó Grúpaí Leasmhara a bheith ar an eolas maidir leis an bpróiseas
comhairliúcháin phoiblí agus páirt a ghlacadh ann. Iarrtar ort ríomhphost a • Public Consultation Information events - A series of Public Consultation meetings will besheoladh chuig cbc@busconnects.ie má
theastaíonn uait a bheith páirteach ann.
held in venues along these corridors. Details of these can also be found on the website and
in local newspapers in the coming weeks.
• Ócáidí Eolais Comhairliúcháin Phoiblí - Reáchtálfar sraith cruinnithe Comhairliúcháin Phoiblí
in ionaid i gceantair na gconairí seo.Is féidir teacht ar shonraí maidir leo seo ar an suíomh Details of the other twelve corridors will be published for public review in early 2019. Below agus sna nuachtáin áitiúla sna seachtainí
atá le teacht freisin.
is a list of the corridors and the proposed public consultation phasing.
Foilseofar sonraí an dhá chonaire déag eile le haghaidh athbhreithniú an phobail go luath in2019. Seo thíos liosta
de na conairí agus de na céimeanna molta comhairliúcháin phoiblí.
Dátaí Comhairliúcháin Phoiblí:
Dátaí Comhairliúcháin Phoiblí:
Lár mhí Eanáir go deireadh mhí na Márta 2019
Lár mhí na Feabhra go deireadh mhí Aibreáin 2019
Gleann na Life go Lár na Cathrach
Baile Munna go Lár na Cathrach
Cluain Dolcáin go Droimeanach
Fionnghlas go Baile Phib
Na Glaschnoic go Lár na Cathrach
Bré go Lár na Cathrach
Tamhlacht go Tír an Iúir
An Charraig Dhubh go Muirfin
Camaigh go Lár na Cathrach
UCD Droichead na Dothra go Lár na Cathrach
Ráth
Fearnáin
go
Lár
na
Cathrach
An Rinn
go Lár na Cathrach
Is féidir moltaí agus tuairimí maidir leis na ceithre chonaire
a dhéanamh:

Ar líne:
Trídanbhfoirmarlínesachuid“ComhairliúchánPoiblí”deleathanachnagConairíBusLárnachaaran
suíomh www.busconnects.ie
Tríd an bpost chuig:
Tionscadal na gConairí Bus Lárnacha
An tÚdarás Náisiúnta Iompair
Dun Sceine
Lána Fhearchair Baile
Átha Cliath 2D02
WT20

Ar an r-phost chuig:
cbc@busconnects.ie

By post to:

Public Consultation Dates:
Public Consultation Dates:
Mid – January to End March 2019
Mid – February to End April 2019
Liffey Valley to City Centre
Ballymun to City Centre
Clondalkin to Drimnagh
Finglas to Phibsborough
Greenhills to City Centre
Bray to City Centre
Tallaght to Terenure
Blackrock to Merrion
Kimmage to City Centre
UCD Ballsbridge to City Centre
Rathfarnham
to City Centre
Ringsend
City
Centre
Written
submissions
and observations on the four corridors
maytobe
made:

Online:
Throughtheonlineforminthe“PublicConsultation”sectionoftheCoreBusCorridorpageonthe
website www.busconnects.ie
Core Bus Corridor Project
National Transport Authority
Dun
Sceine
Harcourt Lane
Dublin 2
D02 WT20

By email to:
cbc@busconnects.ie
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BusConnects Core Bus Corridor Phase 1 Fact Sheet:

BusConnects Core Bus Corridor Project
Public Consultation Key Facts
Background
•
•
•
•
•

Population in the Dublin region is due to grow by 25% by 2040, bringing it to almost 1.55m.
Bus is the proven solution and main form of public transport across Dublin with 67% of public
transport journeys each day made by bus.
Cars only account for 30% of travel into the city centre each day.
Bus carries x3 and x4 the number of people who travel on Luas or Dart and commuter rail.
Commuting to work by bicycle has increased by 43% since 2011.

Core Bus Corridors Project
•
•
•
•

230kms of continuous bus priority and 200kms of cycle tracks along 16 of the busiest corridors
in Dublin.
Delivery of journey time savings of up to 40-50% on each corridor.
On the four corridors unveiled today, annual passenger growth in Dublin Bus services has
increased by up to 14% in the years 2015 to 2017.
Yet bus lanes account for only in place for one-third of corridors.

Phase One Facts

Route

No. of No. of on No.
of
Properties parking
roadside
Impacted
space
trees
being
being
removed removed

Route
length

Clongriffin

120

31

100

10km

6km

Up to 65
mins

30-35 mins

85+ mins

Swords

110

101

170

12km

12km

40 mins

80+ mins

200

8km

8km

25-30 mins

80+ mins

44

10km

5km

Up to 71
mins
Up to 65
mins
Up to 50
mins

30-35 mins

60+ mins

Blanchardstown
100Three 87
Phase
Two & Phase
Lucan

15

13

Cycle
Current
BusConnects
lane
bus
journey time
length
journey
time

Future bus
journey time
without
BusConnects

Phase Two Public Consultation Dates: Mid-January
to End March 2019

Phase Three Public Consultation Dates: MidFebruary to End April 2019

Liffey Valley to City Centre
Clondalkin to Drimnagh
CONT.
Greenhills to City Centre
Tallaght to Terenure
Kimmage to City Centre
Rathfarnham to City Centre

Ballymun to City Centre
Finglas to Phibsborough
Bray to City Centre
Blackrock to Merrion
UCD Ballsbridge to City Centre
Ringsend to City Centre
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Buses & Annual Bus Passenger Journeys per Corridor
Corridor

Dublin Bus Routes

Blanchardstown
Lucan

Annual
Patronage
2017*

37,38,38a,38b,39,39a,39n,39x,70,70n,270
Approx.11m
25,25a,25b,25d,25n,25x,26,66,66a,66b,66n,66x,67,67
Approx.8.5m
n,67x
14,15,27,27a,27b,27x,29a,29n,31,31a,31b,31n,32,32x, Approx.22m
Clongriffin
42,42n,43,130
Swords Bus passengers
1,16,33,33d,33n,41,41b,41c,41n,41x,44,11,13
Approx.19m
*Dublin
only. Other bus services also operate on these corridors.
Total
Approx. 61.2m

Possible Costs:

%
Growth
from 20142017
15%
14%
16%
11%
14%

Phase One Corridor
Estimated Cost
Phase One Corridor Estimated Cost
Clongriffin to City €100m to €150m
Blanchardstown to €120m to €170m
Centre
City Centre
Mitigation Efforts
Swords to City Centre €100m to €150m
Lucan to City Centre
€80m to €120m
• Where lands are being acquired, the NTA will ensure new landscaping and replanting of
gardens, reinstatement of driveways and as well as providing compensation for the garden
and driveway portion loss and disruption.
•

Where private and public walls or fencing or removed, we will rebuild and replace.

•

Where there is a loss of on-street parking and loading facilities, we will seek to provide, where
feasible, alternative arrangements close by.

•

Where trees are removed we will put in place a comprehensive replanting programme
replacing more trees that we move. The programme will largely use mature or semi-mature
ready-grown trees, and where it is feasible, plant them as close as possible to the original
locations.

•

We intend to create attractive local environments at key urban centres along the routes, with
the provision of attractive landscaping, lighting, seating and other features.

Process of Engagement
•

The NTA believes a step-by-step process of engagement is the best approach to take in
delivering the Core Bus Corridors project.

•

All property owners potentially affected by today’s announcement have been notified by post
and a one-to-one meeting is being offered with each of those impacted.

•

Today marks the beginning of a dialogue with those potentially impacted which will continue
into 2019 and throughout the project.

•

Planning approval from An Bord Pleanála will be required for this project and for the
acquisition of garden portions. That planning application will only be made in 2020.

CONT.
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•

The NTA will also establish a Community Forum for each corridor where there will be an
opportunity for a representative from Residents’ Associations, Community Groups, Public
Representatives and Interested Groups to get informed and engaged during the public
consultation process.

•

A series of public consultation meetings will be held in venues along the four corridors – details
of which can be found on the BusConnects website.

•

Written submissions and observations on the four corridors announced today may be made:
o

Online at: www.busconnects.ie;

o

Via post to: Core Bus Corridor Project, NTA, Dun Sceine, Harcourt Lane, Dublin 2, D02
WT20;

o

By email to: cbc@busconnects.ie.
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Public Representative Correspondence regarding the Clongriffin to City
Centre Core Bus Corridor Community Forum on 11 Dec 2018 in the Hilton
Hotel:

From: cbc
Sent: Thursday 29 November 2018 12:43
Subject: Bus Connects Community Forum; Clongriffin & Blanchardstown
Dear Public Representative
As you are aware, BusConnects is a major investment programme to improve public transport in
Dublin. It aims to overhaul the current bus system through a10 year integrated programme of
integrated actions to deliver a more efficient, reliable and better bus system for more people. As
part of this programme, theCore Bus Corridors project focuses on bus lanes and aims to deliver
230kms
of dedicated bus lanes and 200kms of cycle tracks along 16 of the busiestcorridors in Dublin.

The NTA is fully committed to working with all interested parties in the development of the Core
Bus Corridors Project. We want to keep everyone onthe proposed bus corridors fully informed at
all times. Therefore, in addition to the normal public consultation communications which will
include public information events in January, we are also establishing a community forum for
each corridor, beginning with Clongriffin, Swords, Lucan and Blanchardstown.

• Clongriffin Community Forum will take place in the Hilton Hotel onTuesday 11th
December from 6.30pm-8.00pm.
• Blanchardstown Community Forum will be held at the Crowne PlazaHotel on

Wednesday 12th December from 6.30pm-8.00pm.
**Both the Lucan and Swords corridors community forums will take place in early January
with details to follow**

CONT.

Appendix

Local Public Representatives
Bus Connects Community Forum; Clongriffin & Blanchardstown

Membership of each forum will comprise of a single representative from resident and
community associations, disability and special interest groups as well as business
organisations on the corridors along with publicrepresentatives.

As places are limited, only one representative per group or association can be accepted. We are
now accepting requests to participate in the community forum where the name and contact
details of the nominee as well as the nameof their respective association can be sent to
cbc@busconnects.ie. The name
of the nominated representative must be sent to us by the close of business on Friday 7th December.
Please be aware that places will be limited at the event soonly registered attendees will be able to
attend the forum on the night.
Whilst places are limited to one representative per organisation or association,we would welcome
your individual attendance as an elected public representative. Please find attached a copy of the
community forum press advertisement along with a copy of the bus corridor phase map.

In conclusion we look forward to continuing working with you in the coming weeks and months in
order to vastly improve the bus and cycling experience forthose who wish to use sustainable
transport modes in and around the city.
Yours sincerely,
Bus Connects Team
Dún Scéine Harcourt
LaneDublin 2
D02 WT20
Tel: + 353 (0)1 879 8300
Email: cbc@busconnects.ie
Web: www.nationaltransport.ie
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Local Public Representatives
REMINDER: Bus Connects Community Forum; Clongriffin & Blanchardstown

From: cbc
Sent: Wednesday 5 December 2018 15:27
Subject: REMINDER: Bus Connects Community Forum; Clongriffin & BlanchardstownDear Public
Representative,
TThis email is a brief reminder of the upcoming Bus Connects public informationevents as well as
the community forums for the first four core bus corridors.
The NTA is fully committed to working with all interested parties in the development of the Core Bus
Corridors Project. Therefore, in addition to the normal public consultation communications which will
include public information events in January,a community forum for each corridor will take place,
beginning with Clongriffin, Blanchardstown, Lucan and Swords.

• The Clongriffin Community Forum will take place in the Hilton Hotel onTuesday 11th

December from 6.30pm-8.00pm.
• The Blanchardstown Community Forum will be held at the Crowne PlazaHotel on

Wednesday 12th December from 6.30pm-8.00pm.
**Both the Lucan and Swords corridors community forums will take place inearly January with
details to follow**
Membership of each forum will comprise of a single representative from residentand community
associations, disability and special interest groups as well as business organisations on the corridors
along with public representatives. We would appreciate if you could make these various groups and
associations within your constituency aware of the upcoming community forums.

As places are limited, only one representative per group or association can be accepted. We are now
accepting requests to participate in the community forumwhere the name and contact details of the
nominee as well as the name of their
CONT.
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Local Public Representatives
REMINDER: Bus Connects Community Forum; Clongriffin & Blanchardstown

respective association can be sent to cbc@busconnects.ie. The name of the nominated representative
must be sent to us by the close of business this Friday,7th December. Please be aware that places will
be limited at the event so only registered attendees will be able to attend the forum on the night.

Whilst places are limited to one representative per organisation or association, wewould welcome
your individual attendance as an elected public representative.
Kind Regards,
Bus Connects Team
Dún Scéine Harcourt
LaneDublin 2
D02 WT20
Tel: + 353 (0)1 879 8300
Email: cbc@busconnects.ie
Web: www.nationaltransport.ie
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Clongriffin to City Centre / Core Bus Corridor Scheme

Correspondence with local public representatives regarding the extension of closing
date of submissions for the Emerging Preferred Route Option non-statutory public
consultation:

Local Public Representatives
BusConnects Phase 1 Public Consultation submission deadline date extended

From: cbc
Sent: Friday 15 February 2019 12:55
Subject: BusConnects Phase 1 Public Consultation submission deadline date extended
Dear Public Representative,
The public consultation for the first four corridors (Phase 1) is ongoing and further to requests, the closing
date for submissions has been extended to Friday 29th March 2019.
The phase 1 corridors are:
• Clongriffin to City Centre;
• Swords to City Centre;
• Blanchardstown to City Centre;
• Lucan to City Centre.
Written submissions and observations in relation to the proposals may be made byemailing
cbc@busconnects.ie or by post to:
Core Bus Corridor Project National
Transport AuthorityDún Scéine
Harcourt Lane
Dublin 2
D02 WT20

Kind Regards,
Bus Connects Team
Dún Scéine, Harcourt LaneDublin 2.
D02 WT20
Tel: + 353 (0)1 879 8300
Email: cbc@busconnects.ie
Web: www.nationaltransport.ie

Clongriffin to City Centre / Core Bus Corridor Scheme

Appendix

Correspondence with local public representatives regarding the Community
Forum on 11 September 2019in the Hilton Hotel:

Local Public Representatives
BusConnects CBC – Community Forum Next Round of Meetings starting in September

From: cbc
Sent: Tuesday 13 August 2019 10:58
Subject: BusConnects Core Bus Corridor – Community Forum Next Round of Meetingsstarting in
September
BusConnects Core Bus Corridor
– Community Forum Next Round of Meetings starting in September
Please be aware these Community Forums are for the Core Bus Corridors
– Bus Lanes & Cycle Tracks/Lanes ONLY
There will be a separate 2nd round of public consultation for the Network Redesign
– Bus Services later in September
Dear Public Representative,
The NTA is fully committed to working with all interested parties in the development ofthe Core Bus
Corridors Project (Bus Lanes and Cycle Tracks/Lanes). We want to keepeveryone on the proposed bus
corridors fully informed at all times. You may recall that during the first round of public consultation, we
established a Community Forum for each corridor. The first round of the Community Forum meetings took
place earlier thisyear and we would now like to schedule the second round.

The Community Forums were established for the following Core Bus Corridors:
•

Clongriffin to City Centre

•

Blanchardstown to City CentreSwords

•

to City Centre

•

Lucan to City Centre

•

Liffey Valley to City Centre

•

Clondalkin to Drimnagh & Greenhills to City Centre

CONT.
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Local Public Representatives
BusConnects CBC – Community Forum Next Round of Meetings starting in September

•

Tallaght to Terenure Rathfarnham

•

to City CentreKimmage to City

•

Centre

•

Ballymun to City Centre & Finglas to PhibsboroughBray to City

•

Centre

•

UCD Ballsbridge to City Centre & Blackrock to City Centre

•

Ringsend to City Centre

Membership of each forum comprises of representatives from resident and communityassociations, disability
and special interest groups as well as business organisations on the corridors along with public
representatives. As many of you are newly elected Councillors we look forward to your attendance along
with all public representatives
at these Forum meetings as we believe they add real value to the consultation andengagement process.

As there is no central resident association directory available to the NTA, we would be grateful if you would
make any groups and associations within your constituency,who may not already be registered with us,
aware of the community forums.
Places are limited, however, we do our best to accommodate at least one representativeper group and can
facilitate up to two representatives if requested. Groups who wouldlike to participate in their local
community forum can send their name, contact details ofthe nominee as well as the name of their respective
association to cbc@busconnects.ie. Please be aware that places will be limited at the event so only registered
attendees willbe able to attend the forum on the night.

We will be in contact in due course with details of the exact dates and venues for theupcoming forums in
September.
Yours sincerely,
Bus Connects Team
Dún Scéine Harcourt
LaneDublin 2
D02 WT20
Web: www.nationaltransport.ie
TRANSFORMING CITY BUS SERVICES
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Local Public Representatives
Clongriffin to City Centre Community Forum

From: cbc@busconnects.ie
Sent: Friday 30 August 2019 12:14
Subject: Clongriffin to City Centre Community Forum
Dear Public Representative,
Please note that there will be a meeting of the Clongriffin to City Centre CommunityForum in the Hilton
Hotel, Clongriffin on Wednesday 11th September @6.30pm.
Membership of each forum comprises of representatives from resident and communityassociations, disability
and special interest groups as well as business organisations on the corridors along with public
representatives. As many of you are newly elected Councillors we look forward to your attendance along with
all public representatives
at these Forum meetings as we believe they add real value to the consultation andengagement process.
As there is no central resident association directory available to the NTA, we would be grateful if you would
make any groups and associations within your constituency,who may not already be registered with us,
aware of the community forums.
Places are limited, however, we do our best to accommodate at least one representativeper group and can
facilitate up to two representatives if requested. Groups who wouldlike to participate in their local
community forum can send their name, contact details ofthe nominee as well as the name of their respective
association to cbc@busconnects.ie. Please be aware that places will be limited at the event so only registered
attendees willbe able to attend the forum on the night.

Yours Sincerely,
Bus Connects Team

TRANSFORMING CITY BUS SERVICES
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Local Public Representatives
BusConnects - Community Forum Presentations

From: cbc@busconnects.ie
Sent: Tuesday 24 September 2019 16:25
Subject: BusConnects - Community Forum Presentations
Dear Public Representative,
Please note that all presentations from the second round of Community Forum meetings which have
taken place to-date in September (a number of meetings are stilldue to be held), are now available on our
website at the following link. The remaining presentations will be placed on the website in due course.

www.busconnects.ie/initiatives/community-forum/
Regards,
Bus Connects Team

TRANSFORMING CITY BUS SERVICES

Clongriffin to City Centre / Core Bus Corridor Scheme
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3. Emerging Preferred Route Option: First Round
of Non-Statutory Public Consultation – 14th
November 2018 - 31st May 2019
3C Public Consultation Information Events
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Press Ad:
3 January 2019 DUBLIN GAZETTE 17

One of ‘Ava’s’ pics from her @avavanroseofficial account

PEOPLE | DUB ON HIT SHOW

REBECCA RYAN

.
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Public Consultation Information Event Comment Sheet:

DATE:

Area of Interest

Your Comments
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DÁTA:

Ceantar Spéise

Do Thráchtanna

Clongriffin to City Centre / Core Bus Corridor Scheme
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3. Emerging Preferred Route Option: First Round
of Non-Statutory PublicConsultation – 14th
November 2018 – 31st May 2019
3D Community Forums & Associated Materials
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Correspondence with Community Forum members regarding the Clongriffin
to City Centre Community Forum on 11 December 2018 in the Hilton Hotel:

Community Forum members
BusConnects Clongriffin Community Forum - Tuesday 11 December 2018

From: cbc
Sent: Wednesday 5 December 2018 15:40
Subject: BusConnects Clongriffin Community Forum - Tuesday 11 December 2018
Hi there,
Thank you for registering your interest for attending the BusConnects CommunityForum for the
Clongriffin to City Centre core bus corridor.
The Clongriffin Community Forum will take place in the Hilton Hotel on Tuesday 11thDecember from
6.30pm-8.00pm.
Kind Regards,
Bus Connects Team
Dún Scéine Harcourt
LaneDublin 2
D02 WT20
Tel: + 353 (0)1 879 8300
Web: www.nationaltransport.ie
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Community Forum members
Clongriffin to City Centre Core Bus Corridor Community Forum Report

From: cbc
Sent: Tuesday 8 January 2019 13:10
Subject: Clongriffin to City Centre Core Bus Corridor Community Forum Report
Dear Community Forum Member,
Please find attached the Clongriffin to City Centre Core Bus Corridor Community ForumReport from the
meeting which took place on Tuesday 11th December 2018.
We will be in contact in due course with a date for the next meeting.
Yours sincerely, ,
Bus Connects Team
Dún Scéine Harcourt
LaneDublin 2
D02 WT20
Web: www.nationaltransport.ie

Appendix

Reaching out to Resident Groups regarding Community Forum

Resident Groups
Bus Connects Community Forum Clongriffin & Blanchardstown Consultation

From: cbc
Sent: Thursday 6 December 2018 12:08
Subject: Bus Connects Community Forum Clongriffin & Blanchardstown

Hi there,
As you are aware, BusConnects is a major investment programme to improve public
transport in Dublin. It aims to overhaul the current bus system through a 10 year integrated
programme of integrated actions to deliver a more efficient, reliable and better bus system
for more people. As part of this programme, the Core Bus Corridors project focuses on bus
lanes and aims to deliver 230kms of dedicated bus lanes and 200kms of cycle tracks along
16 of the busiest corridors in Dublin.
The NTA is fully committed to working with all interested parties in the development of the
Core Bus Corridors Project. We want to keep everyoneon the proposed bus corridors fully
informed at all times. Therefore, in addition to the normal public consultation
communications which will include public information events in January, we are also
establishing
a community forum for each corridor, beginning with Clongriffin,Blanchardstown, Swords
and Lucan.

•

Clongriffin Community Forum will take place in the Hilton Hotel onTuesday 11th
December from 6.30pm-8.00pm.

•

Blanchardstown Community Forum will be held at the Crowne PlazaHotel on
Wednesday 12th December from 6.30pm-8.00pm.

* Both the Lucan and Swords corridors community forums will takeplace in early
January with details to follow**
Cont.
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Resident Groups
Bus Connects Community Forum Clongriffin & Blanchardstown Consultation

Membership of each forum will comprise of a single representative
from resident and community associations, disability and special interestgroups as well as
business organisations on the corridors along with public representatives.
As places are limited, only one representative per group or associationcan be accepted.
We are now accepting requests to participate in the community forum where the name
and contact details of the nominee as well as the name of their respective association can
be sent to cbc@busconnects.ie. The name of the nominated representative must be sent
to us by the close of business on Friday 7th December. Please be aware that places will
be limited at the event so only registered attendees will be able to attend the forum on the
night.
In conclusion we look forward to continuing working with you in thecoming weeks
and months in order to vastly improve the bus and cycling experience for those who
wish to use sustainable transport modes in and around the city.

Yours sincerely,
BusConnects Team
Dún Scéine, Harcourt
Lane Dublin 2, D02
WT20
Web: www.nationaltransport.ie

TRANSFORMING CITY BUS SERVICES
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BusConnects Dublin Core Bus Corridors – Community Forum Terms of
Reference

BUSCONNECTS CORE BUS CORRIDORS PROJECT
COMMUNITY FORUM TERMS OF REFERENCE
1. Membership of the Community Forum will comprise of two representatives from
residents’/community associations, disability groups, special interest groups and business
organisations on the corridor, along with local public representatives, together with personnel
from the National Transport Authority(NTA).

2. Meetings of the Community Forum will be chaired by an independentchairperson.
3. The core objective of the Community Forum is to facilitate a two-way dialogueprocess between
representatives of communities / groups and the NTA in relation to the Core Bus Corridor
proposals.

4. It will enable information to be provided more directly by the NTA to the partiesmost impacted by
the proposals.

5. It will allow concerns about the proposals to be raised by the participants andfor the NTA to
address and respond to those concerns.

6. It will allow constructive ideas and viable alternatives to be brought forward toimprove the
overall proposals.

7. It will assist in enabling the resolution of local issues within the proposals in atimely manner.
8. It will allow discussions and suggestions in relation to ideas for urban centreimprovements
that could be incorporated into the project.
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Clongriffin to City Centre Core Bus Corridor Community Forum Presentation – 11
December 2018

AGENDA

Community Forum
for
Clongriffin to City Centre
Core Bus Corridor
Tuesday 11th December
2018

HUGH CREEGAN – Deputy CEO, NTA
JOHN FLEMING – BusConnects Infrastructure Director
CON KEHELY– Senior Project Manager,BusConnects

Introduction

•

Terms of Reference

•

Running of meetings

•

Overview of BusConnects

•

Clongriffin Emerging Preferred Route

•

Q&A’s

•

Actions

FORUM OBJECTIVES &
TERMS OF REFERENCE

Introductions

CHAIRPERSON – MR. DAVID DENNY

•

•

Two-way communication - Serve as a two-way communication channel
between the NTA and local communities

•

Information Flow - Provide timely information from start to finish – consultation,
final design, planning submission, acquisition process and construction

•

Answer questions - Provide answers to concerns raised

•

Listen – Listen to suggestions on how to improve the Emerging Preferred
Route, hear constructive ideas and viable alternatives

•

Resolve – Enable and support the resolution of local issues in a timely manner

•

Urban centre ideas – Gain local insights & suggestions for urban centre
improvements that can be facilitated during the design & planning process

RUNNING OF MEETINGS
•

The meeting will finish on time

•

Turn off mobile phones and refrain from recording or using social media
during the meeting

•

Be respectful of each other when people are speaking from the floor

•

Speaking time is limited to 3 minutes per contributor from the floor

•

State your name and the name of the association you represent before
you ask a question

•

Chairperson will call on speakers in turn

•

Additional queries and questions can be taken off-line and answered via
email or in writing afterwards

Overview

6
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BusConnects – Why we need
it?

A Network of “Next
Generation” Bus
Corridors

Park & Ride
facilities

Complete

State-of-the-art

Simpler Fare

Redesign of Bus
Network

Ticketing System

Structure

New Bus Livery

New Bus Stops
+ Shelters

•

To provide a faster, reliable,
convenient and punctual bus
system

•

To address congestion by
providing an attractive
alternative that can be used
by more people

•

To enable public transport to
cater for the region’s
population growth

•

To support continued
economic growth and
development of the region

Cashless
Payment System

Use of Low
Emission
Vehicles

7

8

The Benefits it will bring

•

Time Savings: Bus journey time
savings of up to 40-50%

•

Reliability: Reliable and punctual
bus services

•

Capacity: Increased capacity to
carry a 50% uplift on current 140
million passengers per year.
Faster journey times means the
same bus fleet can operate more
services.

The Benefits it will bring
•

Cycling: BusConnects is the single
biggest cycling infrastructure plan in
the history of the state.

•

Greater Dublin Area Cycle Network
Plan: This initiative forms the
foundation of the overall Greater
Dublin Area cycle network plan.

•

Accessibility: Improved footpaths
and pedestrian facilities to access bus
stops.

•

Improved urban centres: Additional
landscaping and outdoor amenities for
local areas will be included as part of
the building and design.

9
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Which corridors are first?

BusConnects Dublin
Bus Lanes

•

Clongriffin to City Centre

•

Swords to City Centre

•

Blanchardstown to City Centre

•

Lucan to City Centre

12
11
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The project is not without
its challenges
To achieve the dedicated bus lanes & cycle tracks for millions of bus passengers
and tens of thousands of cyclists we have limited space to work with. The project
will involve:
•

Loss of portions of gardens, gardens walls and fencing

•

Traffic changes

•

Reduction of on-street parking

•

Removal of trees

Clongriffin to City Centre
Core Bus Corridor

14

Clongriffin to City Centre
Key Facts
•
•

Approximate number of properties hat may be impacted: 120
Approximate number of on-street parking spaces
that may be removed: 31

•
•
•
•
•
•

Approximate number of roadside trees that may be removed: 100

Clongriffin to City Centre

Approximate route length: 10kms
Approximate new cycle lane length: 6kms
Current bus journey time up to 65 mins
BusConnects journey time: 30-35 mins
Future bus journey time without BusConnects: 85 mins +

Clongriffin to City Centre

Clongriffin to City Centre

Appendix

Clongriffin to City Centre

Clongriffin to City Centre

Clongriffin to City Centre

Clongriffin to City Centre

Clongriffin to City Centre

Clongriffin to City Centre
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Clongriffin to City Centre

Clongriffin to City Centre

Clongriffin to City Centre

Clongriffin to City Centre

Clongriffin to City Centre

Clongriffin to City Centre
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Clongriffin to City Centre

Clongriffin to City Centre

Clongriffin to City Centre

Clongriffin to City Centre

Clongriffin to City Centre

Clongriffin to City Centre
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Clongriffin to City Centre

Clongriffin to City Centre

/ Core Bus Corridor Scheme
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Clongriffin to City Centre Core Bus Corridor Community Forum Report - 11
December 2018

Clongriffin Community Forum Report
Date: Tues 11th December 2018

Location: Hilton Hotel, Clongriffin

Meeting Number: 1

Chair: David Denny

Corridor: Clongriffin to City Centre Core Bus Corridor.
NTA Participants: Hugh Creegan; John Fleming; Con Kehely.
Attendees (signed in):

Sen Aodhan O'Riordain LAB, Cllr John Lyons PBP, Cllr Alison Gilliland LAB, Cllr Deirdre
Heney FF, Cllr Michael O'Brien (Solidarity - The Left Alternative), Colm O'Leary/Paul
McDermott (Green Party), Daryl Barron FF Public Rep/Peace Commissioner, Kevin Baker
c/o Dublin Cycling Campaign, Gillian Cox c/o Prosper Fingal, Shauna Kelly c/o Prosper
Fingal.
Patricia Normanly c/o Marino Residents' Association, Nessa O’Brien c/o Howth Sutton
Community Council Transport Rep, Bernard C. Byrne c/o Donaghmede Estate Residents
Association, Dr Aine Kelly c/o Lower Artane Cottages, Sean O'Brien c/o Howth Peninsula
Topics
discussed:
Heritage
Society, Finbarr Quigley c/o Portmarnock Community Association.

•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Bus capacity issues.
Interaction with bus network redesign.
Lower Artane Cottage footpath.
Coordination of cycle proposals with Fairview to City Centre Cycle Scheme.
Traffic modelling of junction changes.
Level of segregation for cyclists.
Level of consideration of pedestrians.
Statutory approval process for scheme.
Traffic arrangements at Marino – potential use of bollards.
CPO process.
Page 1 of 2
Consultation process and timeline.
Park and ride provision.
Diesel buses and alternative vehicle types.
Number of properties impacted by scheme.

Appendix

Actions (NTA):
•
•
•

To review width of footpath at Lower Artane Cottages and examine potential of
increased widening on opposite site of road.
To review traffic movements from Fairview into Marino Mart and consider use of
bollards to reduce through running.
To refine the layouts for cycling at junctions along scheme.

All actions for delivery as part of next design stage of project.

Page 2 of 2
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3. Emerging Preferred Route Option: First Round
of Non-Statutory Public Consultation – 14th
November 2018 - 31st May 2019
3E Properties Engagement
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Template of Letter issued to potentially impacted property owners:

(Name & Address)

Date: 9th November 2018
Ref:

Re: BusConnects
to City Centre Core Bus Corridor Project

Dear Property Owner / Occupier,
The National Transport Authority (NTA) has been tasked with delivering the BusConnects Dublin
programme, which is a set of proposals to transform Dublin's bus system, so that journeys by bus
will be fast, reliable, punctual, convenient and affordable. It will enable more people to travel by
bus than ever before, providing an alternative to congested car journeys.
From the perspective of public transport, congestion is a major problem. On the busiest bus routes,
bus lanes are only in place for less than one third of the corridor. This means that for most of the
journey, buses are competing for space with general traffic and so are also affected by the increasing
levels of congestion.
A key part of the BusConnects programme is the development of “Core Bus Corridors”, effectively
the delivery of continuous bus lanes, on the key bus routes across the city. Sixteen corridors are
included in BusConnects Dublin.
Initial work has been undertaken on these corridors to identify an Emerging Preferred Route for
each corridor. The Emerging Preferred Route is the proposal which, subject to a public consultation
process, is considered to offer the best solution to improve the bus and cycle network.
The purpose of this letter is to inform you that the proposals contained in the Emerging Preferred
Scheme for the
to City Centre Core Bus Corridor may impact on part of your property. An
extract from a layout map showing an indicative layout of the scheme in the vicinity of your property
is attached. The plan shows where the car lanes, bus lanes, cycle lanes and footpaths will be. Areas
where land may be potentially impacted are marked with red dashed lines.

Appendix

A complete public consultation document, which contains all of the relevant maps for this corridor,
will be sent to you next week.
We do wish to reiterate that these are proposals only which are not fixed or finalised. They will be
published in full shortly to get public feedback in relation to them. No decisions have been made to
proceed with these proposals, and none would be taken until we have concluded the consultation
process.
Any decision to proceed with this overall project would be subject to a statutory planning process,
which would involve an application for planning consent to An Bord Pleanala. That planning
application would not be made before 2020. If any garden portion or land was ultimately necessary
to be acquired from your property, appropriate compensation would have to be paid in addition to
the rebuilding of new garden walls, fences, gates and driveways, plus landscaping works to the
residual area.
The NTA would welcome the opportunity to meet with you in relation to these proposals. That
would give us the opportunity to discuss with you on a one-to-one basis, what this may mean for
you and what the next steps will be over the coming months and years. If you wish to avail of this
meeting please call 1800 303 653 to arrange a time and date at your earliest convenience.

Yours sincerely,
BusConnects Dublin,
National Transport Authority
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3. Emerging Preferred Route Option: First Round
of Non-Statutory PublicConsultation – 14th
November 2018 – 31st May 2019
3F Website & Digital Resources
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Emerging Preferred Route Option: First Round of Non- Statutory Public
Consultation (14th November 2018 – 31st May 2019) Website & Published
Material:
Emerging preferred route information brochures for each of the 16 core bus corridors in English
Emerging preferred route information brochures for each of the 16 core bus corridors in Irish
Emerging preferred route information brochures for each of the 16 core bus corridors text only/HTML files
Easy read versions of all 16 Core Bus Corridor information brochures
Emerging preferred route information brochures for each of the 16 core bus corridors - audio files
Information on public consultation public information events
How the project will progress pdf
Timeline for the Core Bus Corridors pdf
Bus v car illustration
Online feedback form
Detailed map of 16 Core Bus Corridors with breakdown of dates for phases of public consultation for round 1
Potentially impacted land web forms for queries
Frequently Asked Questions and Answers about the Core Bus Corridor project
Before and after artists impressions of the Core Bus Corridors
Guide to compulsory purchase orders pdf
Statistics on Buses & Annual Bus Passenger Journeys per Core Bus Corridor
Bus interchange examples of Hood Street in Liverpool pdfs
Illustration of a typical residential street under BusConnects
Optimum road layout visual
Community engagement page
Community forum locations and dates
Terms of reference for community forums
Buses, cars, people video
What are the benefits of BusConnects pdf
Interactive map of the 16 core bus corridors
Various news stories in the news section of the website giving updates on the Core Bus Corridors
Community information events schedule
Presentations from Community Forum meetings
Background Documents - BusConnects Dublin Bus Corridor Project June 2018
Tionscadal Conaire Bus BusConnects Bhus Átha Cliath Meitheamh 2018
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Technical Reports:
Route Selection Reports
Concept Design Drawings
Technical Notes on Junctions
Junction modelling reports
Route Options Assessment Reports
Options assessment environmental Assessment Reports
Environmental Assessment Reports
BRT PC Drawings
CBC Feasibility and Options Assessments
Core Bus Corridor Drawings
Preliminary Safety Health Plan
Route options reports
Feasibility reports
Bus Corridor Maps
General Layouts
Desktop Safety Reviews
Feasibility and Options Assessment Drawings
Land acquisition reports
Architectural overviews
Alternative Route Maps
Road safety audit designers comments
Problem identification reports
Parking survey report
Early indication reports
Scheme impact reviews

Appendix

Twitter

Twitter
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Social Media Posts:
Illustration of typical residential street

Existing

Potential

Appendix

Illustration of typical neighbourhood street

Existing

Potential
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Phases Map
Kilcoscan
Cullen

Nevinstown

Mount
Ambrose
Surgalstown
Tyrellstown
Lauristown

Coolquay

Cluthe

St Margaret’s Golf

Kilbride

Radial Core Bus Corridors
Emerging Preferred Routes
Phases

Swords
2

Knocksedan
Demesne

Killeek

& Country Club

Malahide

Kilbrook
The Ward Cross
Sea Mount

Forrest Great
St Margaret’s
Cloghran

The Ward

Feltrim

Dublin Airport

Phase 1:
14th November 2018to
29th March 2019

Kinsealy
Seabrook Manor

Tyrrelstown

Williamsville

Finglas

Village

Woodlands Belcamp

Belmayne

Donaghmede
Baldoyle
Coolock

Clonsilla

Donnycarney
Castleknock
Cabra

Drumcondra

Killester

Marino

Dollymount

Phibsborough

Baily
Fairview

Palmerstown

6

Howth

Raheny

Luttrellstown

Strawberry Beds

Sutton

Clontarf

Phoenix Park
East Wall

7

Li ey Valley

Stoneybatter

Islandbridge

Chapelizod

The Liberties

Kilmainham
Inchicore

Rialto

Bluebell

Clondalkin 8

Smithfield

Dolphin’s Barn

Sandymount

Portobello
Ballsbridge

Rathmines Ranelagh
Drimnagh

16 Ringsend

Irishtown

Harold’s Cross

Donnybrook

Walkinstown
Crumlin
Ballymount

Kingswood

Rathgar

Kimmage

Belgard

11

Terenure

Templeogue

10

Tallaght

Greenhills 9

Milltown

UCD
Ballsbridge

Goatstown

Leopardstown

Ballinteer

Deansgrange

Sandyford

Marlfield
Bohernabreena

Phase 3:
Mid-February 2019to
End April 2019

Dún Laoghaire

Blackrock

Stillorgan

Galloping Green

Whitechurch

Mount Seskin

15

Mount Merrion

Dundrum

Rathfarnham

Knocklyon

Booterstown

14

Churchtown

12

Woodtown

Dalkey
Sallynoggin

Cornelscourt
Foxrock
Killiney

Rockbrook
Cabinteely

The Line

Ballyogan

Knockannavea

Stepaside
Loughlinstown

Carrickmines

Ballybrack

Kilmashogue Forest

Ballinascorney
Glenasmole

Kilternan

Shankill

Glencullen

Manor Kilbride

Scalp

Old Conna

Carneystown
Ballinagee

Phase 2:
23rd January 2019to
30th April 2019
7. Li ey Valley to City Centre
8. Clondalkin to Drimnagh
9. Greenhills to City Centre
10. Tallaght to Terenure
11.Kimmage to City Centre
12. Rathfarnham to City Centre

Docklands

Ballyfermot

1. Clongri n to City Centre
2. Swords to City Centre
5. Blanchardstown to City Centre
6. Lucan to City Centre

Artane

Whitehall

Glasnevin

Bayside
Kilbarrack

Beaumont

Dunsink

Lucan

1

Grattan Lodge
Santry

4

Abbotstown

Clongri n

Balgri n

3

5

Ongar

St Doolagh’s

Dardistown

Ballymun

Ballycorden

Blanchardstown

Portmarnock

Glencree

Countybrook

Bray 13

3. Ballymun to City Centre
4. Finglas to Phibsborough
13. Bray to City Centre
14. UCD Ballsbridge to City Centre
15. Blackrock to Merrion
16. Ringsend to City Centre

Appendix
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Press Release issued 14th November 2018:

PRESS
RELEASE
NTA LAUNCHES
PUBLIC
CONSULTATION
ON PHASE
ONE OF THE
CORE BUS
CORRIDORS
PROJECT

bus lanes and 200km of cycle
lanes on sixteen of the busiest bus
corridors in Dublin. Currently, on
the busiest bus routes, bus lanes
are only in place for one third of
the corridors. This means that
for most of the journey, buses
are competing for space with
general traffic and are affected by
increasing levels of congestion.
On the four corridors unveiled
today, annual passenger growth in
Dublin Bus services has increased

Ĥ Kimmage to City Centre;
Ĥ Rathfarnham to City Centre.
Phase three will get underway in
mid-February and will run until
the end of April featuring the final
six corridors:
Ĥ Ballymun to City Centre;
Ĥ Finglas to Phibsborough;
Ĥ Bray to City Centre;
Ĥ Blackrock to Merrion;

by up to 14% in the period 2015
to 2017 with millions of passenger Ĥ UCD Ballsbridge to City
Centre;
14th November 2018 – The
journeys taking place on each of
National Transport Authority
these corridors each year. We need Ĥ Ringsend to City Centre.
(NTA) has today unveiled details
to respond to the congestion issue
of phase one of the BusConnects
and create journey time savings for All of those property owners
potentially affected by today’s
Core Bus Corridors project with
both existing and new bus users.
phase one announcement have
the publication of the Emerging
Given the scale and extent of the
been notified by post and a onePreferred routes for four of the
Core
Bus
Corridors
project,
the
to-meeting is being offered with
sixteen previously announced
NTA is undertaking the public
each of those potentially impacted.
routes.
consultation on the corridor
Community information sessions
Routes in phase one of the project
proposals on a phased basis. The
will also be held along the four
include Clongriffin to the city
Emerging Preferred Routes for the routes in early January 2019, with
centre; Swords to the city centre; first group of four corridors are
the consultation period being
Blanchardstown to the city
being published today.
extended to Friday 15th February
centre; and Lucan to the city
2019 to take into consideration
Phase two will get underway in
centre. A public consultation is
Christmas.
mid-January and will run until
now underway on the Emerging
the end of March featuring the
Anne Graham, CEO of the NTA
Preferred Routes on those four
following
six
corridors:
said: “As part of the development
corridors.
of the Transport Strategy for the
Ĥ Liffey valley to City Centre;
Announced in June of this year
Greater Dublin Area (GDA), the
as part of the BusConnects
Ĥ Clondalkin to Drimnagh;
NTA identified the key sixteen
programme to transform Dublin’s
routes where the demand for travel
Ĥ Greenhills to City Centre;
bus system, the Core Bus
necessitates significant levels of
Corridors project will see the
infrastructural investment in order
Ĥ Tallaght to Terenure;
provision of 230kms of dedicated
to minimise delays to bus services.
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The delivery of continuous bus
lanes along Dublin’s busiest bus
corridors became a core pillar of
the BusConnnects programme.
Through the National Development
Plan 2018-2027, funding is now in
place to progress with the project.”
“With the city set to grow by 25%
by 2040, the level of congestion
will increase, and people’s quality
of life will be eroded unless
we take the appropriate actions
now. The long-term viability of
the city, its environment and all
the surrounding communities
and counties will suffer. Unless
we transform our transport
infrastructure, travelling by bus
will become slower, less reliable
and more frustrating for the
increasing numbers wishing to use
sustainable transport in and out of
the city.”

infrastructure to allow continuous
bus priority and segregated cycle
lanes, we can meet the future
transport needs of the people of
Dublin. This project will create
journey time savings of up to 4050% of the current times people
have to spend on buses.”
“Our announcement today is the
first in a three-step process giving
details of the Emerging Preferred
Route for each corridor. Although
the Core Bus Corridors project is
ambitious, it is needed now more
than ever. Some of the decisions
that need to be made may be
difficult, but they are being made
to enable bus journeys to be fast,
reliable, punctual and convenient
for passengers in Dublin.”
“We are acutely aware that a
project such as this will have
impacts for people who live on
these bus corridors. As such, the
345 property owners who may be
potentially affected by the first
four corridors have been notified
and we are in the process of
engaging each of those in oneto-one meetings. The proposals
we have put forward are not fixed
or finalised. Only when we have
engaged with those affected and
with the general public will we
decide on final preferred routes for
each corridor.

“Moreover, cycling across the city
will also become more hazardous
for the increasing number of
cyclists in the city. People want
to cycle, and they also want the
cycling option for children to be
able to cycle safely in their local
areas and communities. Over
200kms of dedicated cycle tracks
and lanes will be delivered as
part of this project, transforming
cycling for everyone and making
it a genuine option for people – for
work, for leisure, for weekends and
“Today marks the beginning of a
to school and college.”
two-way dialogue with community
residents and leaders. During
“The BusConnects Core Bus
the course of the project we are
Corridors project provides a
committed to establishing a
solution to the challenges of
Community Forum along each of
congestion, sustainability and
safety. By putting in place modern the sixteen routes that enables us

to listen directly to local concerns
and to keep them informed and
engaged.
“As part of that dialogue we intend
to explore how we can create
attractive local environments
at key urban centres along each
corridor. Through careful design
we want to enhance those key
centres with the provision of
attractive landscaping, lighting,
seating and other features that
are appropriate for the areas. To
achieve this, we will engage
extensively with the relevant
local authority and with local
communities.
“The public consultation is an
opportunity for the people of
Dublin to have their say on each of
the Core Bus Corridors proposed.
We want to hear from them and
whether the proposed route layout
will work for them and, if not,
what changes would they choose
to make. Because it is important
for people to realise that something
needs to be done and not doing
anything is not an option when
it is expected that the 1.2million
population in the Greater Dublin
Area will grow to 1.5million by
2040.”
For further information on the
four Emerging Preferred Routes
announced today and details on the
public consultation process, visit:
https://busconnects.ie/initiatives/
core-bus-corridor-project/.
ENDS
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BusConnects Core Bus Corridor Phase 1 Fact Sheet:

BusConnects Core Bus Corridor Project
Public Consultation Key Facts
Background
•
•
•
•
•

Population in the Dublin region is due to grow by 25% by 2040, bringing it to almost 1.55m.
Bus is the proven solution and main form of public transport across Dublin with 67% of public
transport journeys each day made by bus.
Cars only account for 30% of travel into the city centre each day.
Bus carries x3 and x4 the number of people who travel on Luas or Dart and commuter rail.
Commuting to work by bicycle has increased by 43% since 2011.

Core Bus Corridors Project
•
•
•
•

230kms of continuous bus priority and 200kms of cycle tracks along 16 of the busiest corridors
in Dublin.
Delivery of journey time savings of up to 40-50% on each corridor.
On the four corridors unveiled today, annual passenger growth in Dublin Bus services has
increased by up to 14% in the years 2015 to 2017.
Yet bus lanes account for only in place for one-third of corridors.

Phase One Facts

Route

No. of No. of on No. of
Properties parking
roadside
Impacted
space
trees
being
being
removed removed

Clongriffin

120

31

100

10km

6km

Up to 65
mins

30-35 mins

85+ mins

Swords

110

101

170

12km

12km

40 mins

80+ mins

Blanchardstown

100

87

200

8km

8km

25-30 mins

80+ mins

Lucan

15

13

44

10km

5km

Up to 71
mins
Up to 65
mins
Up to 50
mins

30-35 mins

60+ mins

Phase Two & Phase Three

Route
length

Cycle
Current
BusConnects
journey time
lane
bus
length
journey
time

Future bus
journey time
without
BusConnects

Phase Two Public Consultation Dates: Mid-January
to End March 2019

Phase Three Public Consultation Dates: MidFebruary to End April 2019

Liffey Valley to City Centre
Clondalkin to Drimnagh
Greenhills to City Centre
Tallaght to Terenure
Kimmage to City Centre
Rathfarnham to City Centre

Ballymun to City Centre
Finglas to Phibsborough
Bray to City Centre
Blackrock to Merrion
UCD Ballsbridge to City Centre
Ringsend to City Centre
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BusConnects Core Bus Corridor Phase 1 Fact Sheet:

Buses & Annual Bus Passenger Journeys per Corridor
Corridor

Dublin Bus Routes

Blanchardstown
Lucan

Annual
Patronage
2017*

37,38,38a,38b,39,39a,39n,39x,70,70n,270
Approx.11m
25,25a,25b,25d,25n,25x,26,66,66a,66b,66n,66x,67,67 Approx.8.5m
n,67x
14,15,27,27a,27b,27x,29a,29n,31,31a,31b,31n,32,32x, Approx.22m
Clongriffin
42,42n,43,130
Swords Bus passengers
1,16,33,33d,33n,41,41b,41c,41n,41x,44,11,13
Approx.19m
*Dublin
only. Other bus services also operate on these corridors.
Total
Approx. 61.2m

Possible Costs:

%
Growth
from 20142017
15%
14%
16%
11%
14%

Phase One Corridor
Estimated Cost
Phase One Corridor Estimated Cost
Clongriffin to City €100m to €150m
Blanchardstown to €120m to €170m
Centre
City Centre
Mitigation Efforts
Swords to City Centre €100m to €150m
Lucan to City Centre
€80m to €120m
• Where lands are being acquired, the NTA will ensure new landscaping and replanting of
gardens, reinstatement of driveways and as well as providing compensation for the garden
and driveway portion loss and disruption.
•

Where private and public walls or fencing or removed, we will rebuild and replace.

•

Where there is a loss of on-street parking and loading facilities, we will seek to provide, where
feasible, alternative arrangements close by.

•

Where trees are removed we will put in place a comprehensive replanting programme
replacing more trees that we move. The programme will largely use mature or semi-mature
ready-grown trees, and where it is feasible, plant them as close as possible to the original
locations.

•

We intend to create attractive local environments at key urban centres along the routes, with
the provision of attractive landscaping, lighting, seating and other features.

Process of Engagement
•

The NTA believes a step-by-step process of engagement is the best approach to take in
delivering the Core Bus Corridors project.

•

All property owners potentially affected by today’s announcement have been notified by post
and a one-to-one meeting is being offered with each of those impacted.

•

Today marks the beginning of a dialogue with those potentially impacted which will continue
into 2019 and throughout the project.

•

Planning approval from An Bord Pleanála will be required for this project and for the
acquisition of garden portions. That planning application will only be made in 2020.

CONT.
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BusConnects Core Bus Corridor Phase 1 Fact Sheet:

•

The NTA will also establish a Community Forum for each corridor where there will be an
opportunity for a representative from Residents’ Associations, Community Groups, Public
Representatives and Interested Groups to get informed and engaged during the public
consultation process.

•

A series of public consultation meetings will be held in venues along the four corridors – details
of which can be found on the BusConnects website.

•

Written submissions and observations on the four corridors announced today may be made:
o

Online at: www.busconnects.ie;

o

Via post to: Core Bus Corridor Project, NTA, Dun Sceine, Harcourt Lane, Dublin 2, D02
WT20;

o

By email to: cbc@busconnects.ie.
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Key Facts & Benefits – Clongriffin to City Centre Core Bus Corridor:

Core Bus Corridor Fact Sheet for Clongriffin to City Centre

Key Facts:
•

Approximate number of properties that may be impacted: 120

•

Approximate number of on-street parking spaces that may be removed: 31

•

Approximate route length: 10kms

•

Approximate new cycle lane length: 6kms

•

Current bus journey time: up to 65 mins

•

BusConnects journey time: 30-35 mins

•

Future bus journey time without BusConnects: 85 mins +

Appendix

Benefits of this project:
•

Journey time savings – the core bus corridor project will deliver journey time savings of
up to 40-50% on each corridor;

•

Accessibility for all;

•

Better cycling facilities;

•

Along each route improvements and enhancements will be made to pedestrian and
local urban centres;

•

Building a sustainable city and addressing climate change.

How to make a submission:
The project website www.busconnects.ie has a dedicated section for the Core Bus Corridor
project. Users can access the site to find out more about the project and download copies of
the key studies that have been carried out.
General queries can be directed to a dedicated freephone – 1800 303 653 or by email to
cbc@busconnects.ie.
We are inviting submissions in relation to the proposals set out within the public consultation
document. Please note that the public consultation for the first four corridors has commenced
and will end on 15th February 2019.
Written submissions and observations may be made by:
Online:
Through the online form in the “Public Consultation” section of the core bus corridor page on
our website: www.busconnects.ie
Or by email to: cbc@busconnects.ie
Or by post to:
Core Bus Corridor Project
National Transport Authority
Dún Scéine
Harcourt Lane
Dublin 2
D02 WT20
National Transport Authority

Dún Scéine
Harcourt
Lane Dublin 2
D02 WT20

www.busconnects.ie
Email: cbc@busconnects.ie

Clongriffin to City Centre / Core Bus Corridor Scheme
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Press Briefing Presentation

What’s the big picture?
Greater Dublin Area Transport Strategy

► BusConnects Dublin - is part of a
major public transport 10-year
investment programme.

Core Bus Corridors
Project
Public Consultation
14th November 2018

1

► Dart Expansion Programme which will see the implementation
of high-frequency Dart services on
the Northern Line, the Kildare Line,
and the Maynooth Line.
► MetroLink – between Swords and
Sandyford, serving the airport and
the city centre.

2

BusConnects – Why we need it?

BusConnects – Bringing Solutions

• Address congestion
• Enable population
growth
• Allow economic
growth
• Support housing

3

4

The Benefits it will bring

BusConnects – Why we need it?

► Deliver safer cycling

► Time Savings: Bus journey time savings
of up to 40-50%

► Build on sustainable
transport trends

5

► Reliability: Reliable and punctual bus
services

► Improve accessibility

► Bus Passenger growth – Continue to
build on 17% growth over last 3 years

► Reduce CO2 emissions

► Capacity: Faster journey times means
the same bus fleet can operate more
services

6

Appendix

The Benefits it will bring
► Cycling: BusConnects is the single
biggest cycling infrastructure plan in
the history of the state.
► Greater Dublin Area Cycle Network
Plan: This initiative forms the
foundation of the overall Greater
Dublin Area cycle network plan.
► Accessibility: Improved footpaths
and pedestrian facilities to access bus
stops.
► Improved urban centres: Additional
landscaping and outdoor amenities
for local areas will be included as part
of the building and design.

7

8

Taking a phased approach for
publication and consultation

Which corridors are first?

► Prioritise
potentially
impacted
householders

► Clongriffin to City
Centre
► Swords to City Centre

► Allows us to
dedicate
significant
resources to
each corridor

► Blanchardstown to City
Centre
► Lucan to City Centre

9

10

Clongriffin to City Centre Corridor
Key Facts
•
•
•

11

Swords > City Centre
Key Facts
Approximate Number of Properties that
may be Impacted: 120
Approximate Number of On-Street Parking
spaces that may be Removed: 31
Approximate Number of Roadside Trees
that may be Removed: 100

•
•

Approximate Route Length: 10kms
Approximate New Cycle Lane Length:
6kms

•
•
•

Current Bus Journey Time up to 65 mins
BusConnects Journey Time: 30-35 mins
Future Bus Journey Time without
BusConnects: 85 mins +

•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

12

Approximate Number of Properties
that may be Impacted: 110
Approximate Number of On-Street
Parking spaces that may be Removed:
101
Approximate Number of Roadside
Trees that may be Removed: 170
Approximate Route Length: 12kms
Approximate New Cycle Lane Length:
12kms
Current Bus Journey Time up to 71
mins
BusConnects Journey Time: 40 mins
Future Bus Journey Time without
BusConnects: 80 mins +
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Swords > City Centre
Key Facts

Blanchardstown > City Centre
Key Facts
•
•

Key facts on previous slide.

•

13

•
•

Approximate Route Length: 8kms

•
•
•

Current Bus Journey Time up to 65 mins
BusConnects Journey Time: 20-25 mins
Future Bus Journey Time without
BusConnects: 80 mins +

Approximate New Cycle Lane Length:
8kms

14

The project is not without its
challenges

Lucan > City Centre
Key Facts
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

To achieve the dedicated bus lanes & cycle tracks for millions of bus passengers and
tens of thousands of cyclists we have limited space to work with:

Approximate Number of Properties that
may be Impacted: 15
Approximate Number of On-Street
Parking Spaces that may be Removed: 13
Approximate Number of Roadside Trees
that may be Removed: 44
Approximate Route Length: 10kms
Approximate New Cycle Lane Length:
5kms
Current Bus Journey Time 50 mins
BusConnects Journey Time: 30-35 mins
Future Bus Journey Time without
BusConnects: 60 mins +

15

How we will mitigate the impacts
► Impacted Property – appropriate compensation for any garden loss
► New landscaping and replanting of gardens
► Reinstatement of driveways

17

Approximate Number of Properties that
may be Impacted: 100
Approximate Number of On-Street
Parking Spaces that may be removed: 87
Approximate Number of Roadside Trees
that may be Removed: 200

►
►
►
►
►

Potential loss of portions of gardens, gardens walls and fencing
Traffic changes
Reduction of on-street parking
Removal of trees
Road works

16

How we will mitigate and improve
► Where private and public walls or fencing are removed, we will rebuild and replace.
► Where trees are removed we will put in place a comprehensive replanting programme replacing more trees
that we move.
► We intend to create attractive local environments at key urban centres along the routes, with the provision of
attractive landscaping, lighting, seating and other features.

18

Media Plan:
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How we will engage with general public?

Bus v Car

► Property owners - All property owners potentially affected by today’s announcement have been
notified by post and a one-to-one meeting is being offered with each of those impacted.
► Community Forum – The establishment of a community fourm for each corridor where there will be
an opportunity for a representative from Residents’ Associations, Community Groups, Public
Representatives and Interested Groups to get informed and engaged during the public consultation
process.
► Public Information Events - A series of public information meetings will be held in venues along the
four corridors.
► Submissions - Written submissions and observations on the four corridors announced today may be
made:
Online at: www.busconnects.ie;
Via post to: Core Bus Corridor Project, NTA, Dun Sceine, Harcourt Lane, Dublin 2, D02 WT20;
By email to: cbc@busconnects.ie.

19
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The first round of Non – Statutory Public Consultation was run over 3 phases from November2018 to April 2019.
We used press and digital.
National print titles were used to gain a broad reach. Regional print titles were used to support
this and covered Dublin city and the Greater Dublin Area, including Wicklow.
For Digital, we included Social, Display and Near Targeting. NEAR activity allows us to target users on mobile
devices within specific geo-fenced areas. For Near we targeted busy commuter
routes, all major hospitals, shopping centres and universities/colleges in Dublin city.

Press

Social/
Digital

x44 press ads across
13 newspapers for Public
consultation launch,
Community Forum
advertising and Public
Information events
advertising.

Advertising dates
from 15th
November 2018
through to 28th
March 2019

Advertising dates
from 15th
November 2018
through to 28th
March 2019

•
•
•
•

The Irish Times
Irish Independent
Herald
Dublin Gazette
(City, North, West & South)
• Dublin People
• Echo
(Tallaght, Clondalkin)
• Wicklow Times
(North & South)
• Fingal Independent

The Journal,
Twitter,
Instagram,
Facebook

Clongriffin to City Centre / Core Bus Corridor Scheme
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3. Emerging Preferred Route Option: First Round
of Non-Statutory PublicConsultation – 14th
November 2018 – 31st May 2019
3H Advertising
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Press Advertisement:

BusConnects Core Bus Corridor Public Consultation
Comhairliúchán Poiblí do Chonairí Bus Lárnacha BusConnects
Clár infheistíochta suntasach is ea BusConnects d’fhonn iompar poiblí i mBaile Átha Cliath a BusConnects is a major investment programme to improve public transport in Dublin. It aimsfheabhsú. Tá sé mar aidhm aige an córas
busanna reatha a leasú ó bhonn trí chlár comhtháite to overhaul the current bus system through a 10 year integrated programme of integrated10 mbliana de ghníomhaíochtaí comhtháite a chur i bhfeidhm d’fhonn córas busanna
éifeachtaí, níos iontaofa agus níos fearr a chur ar fáil do níos mó daoine.
níos actions to deliver a more efficient, reliable and better bus system for more people.
The core bus corridor project aims to deliver 230kms of
dedicated bus lanes and 200kms ofTá sé mar aidhm ag tionscadal na gconairí bus lárnacha 230 ciliméadar de bhuslánaí tiomnaithe cycle tracks along 16 of the busiest corridors in Dublin. The National Transport Authority isagus 200
ciliméadar de raonta rothaíochta a chur ar 16 cinn de na conairí bus is gnóthaí i now commencing a public consultation in relation to these proposals.
mBaile Átha Cliath. Tá an tÚdarás Náisiúnta Iompair ag cur tús anois le comhairliúchán poiblí
This public consultation for sixteen core bus corridors will take place over a phased basis
maidir leis na moltaí seo.
starting from 14th November 2018 and will run until May 2019.
ag tosú an 14 Samhain 2018 agus ag leanúint
Is ar bhonn céimnithe a tharlóidh an comhairliúchán poiblí do sé chonaire bus lárnach déag,
The public consultation for the first four corridors has now commenced and will end Friday
ar aghaidh go dtí Bealtaine 2019.
15th February 2019. We are now seeking submissions and observations for the following:
Thosaigh an comhairliúchán poiblí don chéad cheithre chonaire cheana féin agus críochnóidh
Blanchardstown to City Centre
Clongriffin to City Centre
sé Dé hAoine, an 15 Feabhra 2019. Táimid ag lorg moltaí agus tuairimí faoi láthair maidir leis

na conairí seo a leanas:

Cluain Ghrífín go Lár na Cathrach

Cluain Ghrífín go Baile Bhlainséir

Swords to City Centre

Lucan to City Centre

Details of the proposals for these four corridors are available for download on the website
Sord go Lár na Cathrach
Leamhcán go Lár na Cathrach
www.busconnects.ie or call Freefone 1800 303 653.
glaoch a chur ar an uimhir shaorghlao 1800
Is féidir mionsonraí faoi na ceithre chonairea íoslódáil ar an suíomh www.busconnects.ie nó
• Community Forum - The NTA will establish a Community Forum for each corridor where
303 653.
there will be an opportunity for a representative from Residents’ Associations, Community
• Fóram Pobail - Cruthóidh an tÚdarás Náisiúnta Iompair Fóram Pobail do gach
Groups, Public Representatives and Interested Groups to get informed and engaged
conaire le go mbeidh deis ag ionadaithe ó Chumainn Áitritheoirí, Grúpaí Pobail,
during the public consultation process. Please email cbc@busconnects.ie to get involved.
Ionadaithe Pobail nó Grúpaí Leasmhara a bheith ar an eolas maidir leis an bpróiseas
comhairliúcháin phoiblí agus páirt a ghlacadh ann. Iarrtar ort ríomhphost a • Public Consultation Information events - A series of Public Consultation meetings will besheoladh chuig cbc@busconnects.ie má
theastaíonn uait a bheith páirteach ann.
held in venues along these corridors. Details of these can also be found on the website and
in local newspapers in the coming weeks.
• Ócáidí Eolais Comhairliúcháin Phoiblí - Reáchtálfar sraith cruinnithe Comhairliúcháin Phoiblí
in ionaid i gceantair na gconairí seo.Is féidir teacht ar shonraí maidir leo seo ar an suíomh Details of the other twelve corridors will be published for public review in early 2019. Below agus sna nuachtáin áitiúla sna seachtainí
atá le teacht freisin.
is a list of the corridors and the proposed public consultation phasing.
Foilseofar sonraí an dhá chonaire déag eile le haghaidh athbhreithniú an phobail go luath in2019. Seo thíos liosta
de na conairí agus de na céimeanna molta comhairliúcháin phoiblí.
Dátaí Comhairliúcháin Phoiblí:
Dátaí Comhairliúcháin Phoiblí:
Lár mhí Eanáir go deireadh mhí na Márta 2019
Lár mhí na Feabhra go deireadh mhí Aibreáin 2019
Gleann na Life go Lár na Cathrach
Baile Munna go Lár na Cathrach
Cluain Dolcáin go Droimeanach
Fionnghlas go Baile Phib
Na Glaschnoic go Lár na Cathrach
Bré go Lár na Cathrach
Tamhlacht go Tír an Iúir
An Charraig Dhubh go Muirfin
Camaigh go Lár na Cathrach
UCD Droichead na Dothra go Lár na Cathrach
Ráth
Fearnáin
Lár na
Cathrach
An Rinn
go Lár na Cathrach
Is
féidir
moltaígoagus
tuairimí
maidir leis na ceithre chonaire
a dhéanamh:

Ar líne:
Trídanbhfoirmarlínesachuid“ComhairliúchánPoiblí”deleathanachnagConairíBusLárnachaaran
suíomh www.busconnects.ie
Tríd an bpost chuig:
Tionscadal na gConairí Bus Lárnacha
An tÚdarás Náisiúnta Iompair
Dun Sceine
Lána Fhearchair Baile
Átha Cliath 2D02
WT20

Ar an r-phost chuig:
cbc@busconnects.ie

By post to:

Public Consultation Dates:
Public Consultation Dates:
Mid – January to End March 2019
Mid – February to End April 2019
Liffey Valley to City Centre
Ballymun to City Centre
Clondalkin to Drimnagh
Finglas to Phibsborough
Greenhills to City Centre
Bray to City Centre
Tallaght to Terenure
Blackrock to Merrion
Kimmage to City Centre
UCD Ballsbridge to City Centre
Rathfarnham
to City Centre
Ringsend
City
Centre
Written
submissions
and observations on the four corridors
maytobe
made:

Online:
Throughtheonlineforminthe“PublicConsultation”sectionoftheCoreBusCorridorpageonthe
website www.busconnects.ie
Core Bus Corridor Project
National Transport Authority
Dun
Sceine
Harcourt Lane
Dublin 2
D02 WT20

By email to:
cbc@busconnects.ie
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Community Forum Press Advertisement:
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Press Advertisement published in the Irish Independent - 15 November 2018:
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Thursday, November 15, 2018 IRISH INDEPENDENT

News

PR firm distances itself from Casey over video tweet
Kevin Doyle

GROUP POLITICAL EDITOR

THE public relations firm
which advised Peter Casey’s
presidential campaign has
moved to distance itself from
the businessman.
Bannerton PR issued a statement yesterday evening saying it no longer represents

Mr Casey, who came second
to Michael D Higgins in last
month’s election.
It comes after a cartoon
video was uploaded to the
millionaire’s Twitter account
which mocked his recent
appearance on RTÉ’s ‘The Late
Late Show’.
The clip was criticised online
for the way it portrays Travel-

Peter Casey ran for president

lers. In a statement, Bannerton PR said its social media
account
had
“mistakenly
retweeted” the video.
“This content did not originate in the company, is not in
any way supported by the company and should not be linked
to any Bannerton employee
or client in any way,” the company said.

It noted that Mr Casey’s
social media platforms were
now “managed in the US”.
“As of the conclusion of the
presidential campaign, Bannerton is not managing Mr
Casey’s public relations and,
as a result, cannot comment
on his behalf.
“Bannerton
apologises
wholeheartedly to any clients,

associates or individuals who
were upset by this video and
its inadvertent circulation,” the
statement concluded.
Mr Casey, who amassed
more than 340,000 votes in the
election, subsequently deleted
the video.
He said its content was
“not supported by myself or
Bannerton”.
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Press Advertisement published in the Irish Times – 16 November 2018:

THE IRISH TIMES
Friday,November16,2018

HomeNews 9

R2

Children
denied
accesstofull
schooldays

Shooting in
Kildare under
investigation

Use of reduced timetables a‘breach’ of
children’s rights, say organisations

the incident was reported at
about 9.15pm.
Aman was shot dead outside
Last night, investigators
his home last night after re- wereworking to establish the
turning from the Republic of movements of his killer or killIreland-NorthernIrelandfoot- ers,althoughnoget away vehiball match in Dublin.
cles had been discovered in
The victim, who was not the immediate aftermath. It is
named, was aged in his late unclear if the deceased was on
40s and had arrived at his hisown atthetime he was shot
house in the Glen Easton Way or whether he had family in
housing estate in Leixlip, Co the house.
Kildare when he was apIn a statement, gardaí said
proached by a gunman and thatamaninhis 40swastreatshot.
edatthescene for seriousinjuInitial reports that the kill- ries but was later pronounced
ing was linked to the Kina- dead.
han-Hutch feud could not be The scene was sealed off
confirmed although the de- pending the arrival of Garda
ceased was known to have crime scene examiners and
some connections to the office of the State Pathologist was notified.
Hutch side.
It isunderstoodhehadbeen
Gardaí are appealing for anquestioned by gardaí more yone who wasinthe Glen Easthan a decade ago in relation ton Estate between 8.30pm
to minor offences.
and 9.30pm to contact them
Gardaí and emergency ser- at Leixlip Garda Station on
vices rushed to the scene after 01-666 7800.

Dead man was in his 40s and had just
returnedhomefromIrelandfootballmatch
MARK HILLIARD

Barnardos says impact of exclusion from a
classroom on achild can be very damaging
al management response and it
is usually asteptowards permanent exclusion. The most chalChildren –many of them disad- lenging young people can be
vantaged – are being “denied put on reduced timetables as
their education” by being early as October of first year,
placed on reduced timetables and although there is supposed
at school, usually for behaviour- to be a plan to return them to
al issues, accordingto June Tin- full time, it rarely happens.”
sley, head of advocacy with BarThe Irish Times is aware of
nardos.
families across Dublin and in
The measure entails aschool Limerick, Offaly, Kerry, Wexallowing the affected child at- ford and Westmeath wherechiltend school for a few hours or dren are being deniedaccess to
less a day. Though such a re- full school days and parentsfeel
duced timetable should “not be powerless to challenge it.
used” tomanage behaviour according to the Department of Motherwasdying
Education and should be used In one recent case, a
only with parents’ consent, The five-year-old, whose mother
IrishTimes has established it is was dying and who was “acting
being used widely to manage be- out” at school, was placedona
haviour, and at times without reduced timetable despite the
parents’ consent.
efforts of her father to access
And as the children are school supports. “The impact
marked “present”, their re- of exclusion on a child can be
ducedhours are not reportedto profound,withfeelings ofconthe education welfare section fusion, blame, shame and isolaat Tusla or the Department of tion, ”says Ms Tinsley.
Education. Neither body col“Many parents, particularly
lects any data on how wide- those who have a background
spread the practice is.
of educational disadvantage
Organisations including Bar- may not realise the impact of
nardos, Inclusion Ireland and missing school on their educathe Irish Traveller Movement tion, or may not feelthey have
say it is happening across the the power to fight for services
State, describing it as a“breach for their children.”
of children’s constitutional
Barnardos has raised the issue withthe department, while
rights”.
the Irish Traveller Movement
‘Endemic’
has raised it with Minister of
Theyare calling on the depart- State for Equality David Stanmentand
Tusla
to
stipulatethat
ton.
reduced timetables be reported
A spokeswoman for Tusla
by schools, that the practice be said: “There is no provision in
monitored and that legislation Irish education law for the imbe put in place to govern it.
plementation of reduced timeA youth worker in Finglas tables. ”
and Ballymun, Dublin,who did
A Department of Education
not wish to be named as he spokesman said: “All pupils enworks for aState-funded chari- rolled to aschool should attend
ty,said it was “endemic”.
school for the full day, unless ex“On our project, a random empted for exceptional circumsample of 50 young people up stances. . . Reduced timetables
from one area might have 20 shouldnot be usedasa behavper cent on reduced timetables. ioural management techSchools use this as abehaviour- nique.”
KITTY HOLLAND
Social AffairsCorrespondent

‘Its been heartbreaking. At this stage
I’d like him to geta fresh start’
Case study

days for incidents including having had a “tumultuous  Trish Reilly Nolan with her
leaving the school without per- year” and “a lovely nature that son Alex (9) who is taught on
mission and kicking other chil- gets overtaken by his anger areduced timetable in aroom
sometimes”.
Alex Nolan (9), whoattends St dren.
with aresource teacher,
Mary’s – a Deis (delivering
Ms Reilly Nolan is a settled
In 2014 Ms Reilly Nolan ap- separated from his
equality of opportunity in Traveller now separatedfrom plied to the HSE for acommu- classmates
schools) national school in Ath- Alex’sfather, who is not aTrav- nitychildcare worker for Alex
which
she
did
not
get.
lone,has not had a full day at eller.
school since mid-September.
There were difficulties at
She says she appealed to the there was nothing wrong with
His mother, Trish Reilly No- home which she believes unset- school for help for Alex and Alex other than his “bad” belan drops him in at 11.15am and tled Alex as asmall boy, and he play therapy was offeredinear- haviour. She brought him to
collects him an hour later, dur- had problems settling into pre- ly 2015, although this did not her GP in January, who rematerialise.
ing which time he is in aroom school.
ferred him to a primary care
Through his reports Alex is psychologist, whom she says
witha resource teacher,separated from his classmates.
Emotionaloutbursts
described as aboy who “always has been “great”.
Last academic year he was From age two he was prone to tries very hard” and a “quiet,
on a reduced timetable from angry and emotional out- polite and hardworking mem- ‘Hittinghimself’
“He has been inconsolable
early May until the end of the bursts. His preschool referred ber of class”.
school year, also isolated from himthroughthe HSE foran asThere are also references, sometimes, hitting himself
his peers.
sessment whichhedid not get, however, to “challenging be- and saying there’s no point
Nor is he allowed attend af- though it was recommended haviour”, “difficulty regulat- even trying anymore. It’s been
ter-school activities or go on that Ms Reilly Nolan and Alex’s ing his emotions”.
heartbreaking. At thisstage I’d
school trips.
father attend a parenting
Ms Reilly Nolan has repeat- likehim to get afresh start, to
Ms Reilly Nolan says she did course, which they did.
edly sought help through the start anew school.”
not consent to these reducHe started at St Mary’s in Au- school, she says, asking that he
St Mary’s national school
tions. He has also been sus- gust 2013, about the time his be referred to the National Ed- did not respond to the issues
pended on eight occasions
parents separated. His junior
ucational Psychological Ser- raised by Ms Reilly Nolan,put
since February, for atotal of 27 infants report describes him as vice, but says she was told to it by The Irish Times.

Fast-foodbanonoutlets
near schoolsurged
It further recommends that
ELAINE EDWARDS
the Government should estabAban on fast-food restaurants lish“clear targetsfor reducing
within a certain distance of socio-economic inequalities in
schools and amended regula- childhood obesity” and that it
tions on the advertising of un- also provide the necessary
healthy foods are among rec- funding for obesity-related reommendations in a report searchinorder to better identiaimed at tackling the child- fy “obesity hotspots”.
hood obesity crisis.
The committee said the GovThe Joint Committee on ernment should consider the
Children and Youth Affairs re- promotion of sport and physiport, published yesterday, cal activity for children and
also recommends that home young people as apriority in reeconomics be made compulso- lation to funding provided
ry at Junior Cert level and that from public money.
the Government “normalise
the drinking of water” in Vending machines
schools as an alternative to It called for the enhancement
less healthy drinks.
of local planning powers and
The committee also sug- said the Government should
geststhe Government should consider measures to prevent
undertake research into the the opening of new fast-food
potentiallinks betweenobesi- outletswithin adefined vicinity,mentalhealth, and the por- ty of schools.
trayal of body image on social The definition of what conmedia and in traditional me- stituted a “fast food” restaudia. It should then implement rantneeded to be considered,
measures to protect young however, as there seemed to
people accordingly.
be “ambiguity” in that regard.

BusConnects Core Bus Corridor Public Consultation
Comhairliúchán Poiblí do Chonairí Bus Lárnacha BusConnects
Clár infheistíochta suntasach is ea BusConnects d’fhonn iompar poiblí i mBaile Átha Cliath a fheabhsú. Tá sé mar
aidhm aige an córas busanna reatha a leasú ó bhonn trí chlár comhtháite
10 mbliana de ghníomhaíochtaí comhtháite a chur i bhfeidhm d’fhonn córas busanna níoséifeachtaí, níos
iontaofa agus níos fearr a chur ar fáil do níos mó daoine.
Tá sé mar aidhm ag tionscadal na gconairí bus lárnacha 230 ciliméadar de bhuslánaí tiomnaithe agus 200 ciliméadar de
raonta rothaíochta a chur ar 16 cinn de na conairí bus is gnóthaí i mBaile Átha Cliath. Tá an tÚdarás Náisiúnta Iompair
ag cur tús anois le comhairliúchán poiblí maidir leis na moltaí seo.
Is ar bhonn céimnithe a tharlóidh an comhairliúchán poiblí do sé chonaire bus lárnach déag, ag tosú an 14 Samhain
2018 agus ag leanúint ar aghaidh go dtí Bealtaine 2019.
Thosaigh an comhairliúchán poiblí don chéad cheithre chonaire cheana féin agus críochnóidh sé Dé hAoine, an 15
Feabhra 2019. Táimid ag lorg moltaí agus tuairimí faoi láthair maidir leis naconairí seo a leanas:

Cluain Ghrífín go Lár na Cathrach

Cluain Ghrífín go Baile Bhlainséir

Sord go Lár na Cathrach

Leamhcán go Lár na Cathrach

Is féidir mionsonraí faoi na ceithre chonairea íoslódáil ar an suíomh www.busconnects.ie nóglaoch a chur ar an
uimhir shaorghlao 1800 303 653.
• Fóram
PobailCruthóidhantÚdarás
Náisiúnta
Iompair
Fóram
Pobaildogachconairelegombeidh
deisagionadaitheóChumainnÁitritheoirí,GrúpaíPobail,IonadaithePobailnóGrúpaíLeasmharaa
bheitharaneolasmaidirleisanbpróiseascomhairliúcháinphoiblíaguspáirtaghlacadhann.Iarrtar
ortríomhphostasheoladhchuigcbc@busconnects.iemátheastaíonnuaitabheithpáirteachann.
• Ócáidí Eolais Comhairliúcháin Phoiblí - Reáchtálfar sraith cruinnithe Comhairliúcháin Phoiblí in ionaid i gceantair
na gconairí seo.Is féidir teacht ar shonraí maidir leo seo ar an suíomh agus sna nuachtáin áitiúla sna seachtainí atá
le teacht freisin.
Foilseofar sonraí an dhá chonaire déag eile le haghaidh athbhreithniú an phobail go luath in2019. Seo thíos liosta
de na conairí agus de na céimeanna molta comhairliúcháin phoiblí.
Dátaí Comhairliúcháin Phoiblí:
Lár mhí Eanáir go deireadh mhí na Márta2019
Gleann na Life go Lár na Cathrach
Cluain Dolcáin go Droimeanach
Na Glaschnoic go Lár na Cathrach
Tamhlacht go Tír an Iúir
Camaigh go Lár na Cathrach

Dátaí Comhairliúcháin Phoiblí:
Lár mhína Feabhra go deireadhmhí Aibreáin 2019
Baile Munna go Lár na Cathrach
Fionnghlas go Baile Phib
Bré go Lár na Cathrach
An Charraig Dhubh go Muirﬁn
UCD Droichead na Dothra go Lár na Cathrach

Ráth Fearnáin go Lár na Cathrach

An Rinn go Lár na Cathrach

Is féidir moltaí agus tuairimí maidir leis na ceithre chonaire a dhéanamh:
Ar líne:
Trídanbhfoirmarlínesachuid“Comhairliúchán Poiblí” deleathanachnagConairí Bus Lárnachaaran suíomh
www.busconnects.ie
Tríd an bpost chuig:
Tionscadal na gConairí Bus LárnachaAn
tÚdarás Náisiúnta Iompair
Dun Sceine Lána
Fhearchair
Baile Átha Cliath 2
D02 WT20

Ar an r-phost chuig:
cbc@busconnects.ie

BusConnects is a major investment programme to improve public transport in Dublin. It aims to overhaul the current bus
system through a 10 year integrated programme of integrated actions to deliver a more efficient, reliable and better
bus system for more people.
The core bus corridor project aims to deliver 230kms of dedicated bus lanes and 200kms of cycle tracks along 16 of
the busiest corridors in Dublin. The National Transport Authority is now commencing a public consultation in
relation to these proposals.
This public consultation for sixteen core bus corridors will take place over a phased basis
starting from 14th November 2018 and will run until May 2019.
The public consultation for the ﬁrst four corridors has now commenced and will end Friday 15thFebruary 2019. We
are now seeking submissions and observations for the following:
Clongriffin to City Centre

Blanchardstown to City Centre

Swords to City Centre

Lucan to City Centre

Details of the proposals for these four corridors are available for download on the website
www.busconnects.ie or call Freefone 1800 303 653.
• Community Forum - The NTA will establish a Community Forum for each corridor where there will be an
opportunity for a representative from Residents’ Associations, Community Groups, Public Representatives and
Interested Groups to get informed and engaged during the public consultation process. Please email
cbc@busconnects.ie to get involved.
• Public Consultation Information events -A series of Public Consultation meetings will be held in venues along these
corridors. Details of these can also be found on the website and in localnewspapers in the coming weeks.
Details of the other twelve corridors will be published for public review in early 2019. Below isa list of the corridors
and the proposed public consultation phasing.
Public Consultation Dates:
Mid – January to End March 2019
Liffey Valley to City Centre
Clondalkin to Drimnagh
Greenhills to City Centre
Tallaght to Terenure

Public Consultation Dates:
Mid – February to End April 2019
Ballymun to City Centre
Finglas to Phibsborough
Bray to City Centre
Blackrock to Merrion

Kimmage to City Centre
Rathfarnham to City Centre

UCD Ballsbridge to City Centre
Ringsend to City Centre

Written submissions and observations on the four corridors may be made:
Online:
Through the online form in the “Public Consultation” section of the Core Bus Corridor page on the website
www.busconnects.ie
By post to:
Core Bus Corridor Project National
Transport AuthorityDun Sceine
Harcourt Lane
Dublin 2
D02 WT20

By email to:
cbc@busconnects.ie
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Friday, November 16, 2018 IRISH INDEPENDENT

News
SHOWBUSINESS

Star is ‘blown away’ by
future industry diamonds
THE teenage star of RTÉ’s hit drama
‘Taken Down’ led the congratulations to
the Blue Diamond Drama students at their
graduation.
Florence Adebambo (15) said she was
“blown away by the brilliance” of the 10
young graduates at a special ceremony at
Dublin’s Gaiety Theatre yesterday.
She was joined by Nick Kelly – director

of ‘The Drummer And The Keeper’ – in
presenting
the certificates to students on
stage.

of Blue Diamond Drama, Kate
CEO
Sheridan, called for more flexibility and
creativity in education so that all students
can be included.
Tony Walsh, founder of Blue Diamond
Drama Academy, said: “I had a dream, as
someone once said, and here we are today
in this theatre, this is a special day.”
The Gaiety theatre kindly offered to host
the event, MD Caroline Downey was also
present.
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NORTHSIDE PEOPLE EAST
05.12.18

BusConnects is a major investment programme to improve public transport in Dublin. It aims to overhaul the current bus system through
a 10 year integrated programme of integrated actions to deliver a more efficient, reliable and better bus system for more people.
The core bus corridor project aims to deliver 230kms of dedicated bus lanes and 200kms of cycle tracks along 16 of the busiest corridors in
Dublin. The National Transport Authority has commenced a public consultation
in relation to these proposals.

Community Forum

The NTA is fully committed to working with all interested parties in the development of the Core Bus CorridorsProject. We want to
keep everyone on the proposed bus corridors fully in the picture at all times. As such, we’re establishing a Community Forum for
each corridor, beginning with

Clongriffin, Swords, Lucan and Blanchardstown.
The aim is to create two way communication with local communities allowing information and feedback to berelayed clearly, quickly
and accurately.
Membership of each forum will comprise of a single representative from resident and community associations,disability and special
interest groups and business organisations on the corridors, along with local public representatives. As places are limited, only one
representative per group can be accepted.
If you would like to nominate a representative please let us know by sending an email to cbc@busconnects.ie
before Friday 7th December 2018.
Community Forums for the other 12 core bus corridors will be established on a phased basis in the coming months,in line with our programme
of public consultation.

General Information
Consultation is now live for the first four corridors and will end Friday 15th February, 2019.Written
submissions and observations on the four corridors may be made:
Online:
Through the online form in the “Public Consultation”
of the Core Bus Corridor page on the website
www.busconnects.ie
By email to:
cbc@busconnects.ie

By Post to:
Core Bus Corridor Project section
National Transport Authority
Dun Sceine
Harcourt Lane
Dublin 2
D02 WT20

Public consultation information events - a series of public consultation meetings will be held in venues along thesecorridors. Details of these
can also be found on the website and in local newspapers in the coming weeks.
Details of the other 12 corridors will be published for public review in early 2019.

www.busconnects.iecbc@busconnects.ie
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One of ‘Ava’s’ pics from her @avavanroseofficial account
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4. Preferred Route Option: SecondRound of NonStatutory Public Consultation – 4th March 2020
– 30th April 2020
Clongriffin to City Centre Core Bus Corridor
4A. Preferred Route Option Brochure
March 2020
-English
-Irish Cover

Clongriffin
to City Centre
Core Bus Corridor
Preferred Route
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Public Consultation
March 2020

MORE PEOPLE, TO MORE PLACES, MORE OFTEN.
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1. Introduction
1.1 What has happened so far?

Clongriffin to City Centre

/ Core Bus Corridor Scheme

Between November 2018 and May 2019 the National
Transport Authority (NTA) carried out the first round of
public consultation on initial proposals for the Emerging
Preferred Routes ofsixteen Core Bus Corridors across the
Greater Dublin Area (GDA). During this consultation phase
thirteen thousand submissions were received in total. A
Consultation Submissions Report for each corridor is
available to view anddownload on our website
www.busconnects.ie.

All of the submissions were reviewed and considered as
part of the design preparation for the Preferred Route for
each corridor. We have amended our initial proposals to
address some of the issues raised in submissions,
including incorporating suggestions and recommendations
from local residents, community groups and stakeholders.
We are now publishing the Preferred Routes for sixteen
Core Bus Corridors and commencing a secondround of
public consultation.

This document is one of a series of sixteen, each
dedicated to a single Core Bus Corridor. The document
provides a written description of the Preferred Route from
start to finish withsupporting maps and includes
information on revisions made, if any, from the initial
emergingpreferred route.

Ĥ The National Development Plan 2018 - 2027;
Ĥ Transport Strategy for the Greater DublinArea 2016 2035; and
Ĥ The Climate Action Plan 2019.
National Transport Authority
Transport Strategy for the Greater Dublin Area 2016-2035

Project Ireland 2040

The original brochures detailing each EmergingPreferred
Route, published last year, are available to view and
download on our websitewww.busconnects.ie. These
brochures contain information on the process for
impacted property owners, the project timelines
and steps required for statutory planningapplication.

1.2 What is BusConnects?
BusConnects is the National Transport Authority’s
programme to greatly improve bus services. It is a key part
of the Government’s polices to improve public transport
and addressclimate change in Dublin and other cities. It
is included within the following Governmentpolicy
strategies:

National
Development Plan
2018—2027

Transport Strategy
for the Greater Dublin
Area 2016 - 2035

20
35

CLIMATE
ACTION
PLAN
2019
To Tackle Climate Breakdown

gov.ie/2040

Dublin is growing and needs a bus network that works
for a developing city. The aim of BusConnects is to
deliver an enhanced bus system that is better for the city,
its people and the environment. BusConnects is designed
to provide a better, more reliable and more efficient bus
service for everyone.

1
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BusConnects: The facts at a glance

230km

of bus priority making journeys faster and more reliable

200km of cycle lanes/tracks
State of the art

eap

Transitioning to a new

low emissions bus fleet

€€

Simpler
fare structure

New bus stopsand
shelters

P+

New Park & Ride
sites in key locations

with better signage and information

Appendix

ticketing
system

Cashless
payment
system

New bus
livery

providing a common styleacross
all operators

Dublin area bus network
redesign

creating a more eicient network with high frequencyspines, new
orbital routes and increased bus services

2
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1.3 What are the benefitsof this
project?

Journey Time Savings -

Clongriffin to City Centre

/ Core Bus Corridor Scheme

This project will deliver journey time savings ofup to 4050% on corridors. Dedicated bus and cycle lanes can
significantly increase bus travelspeeds and reliability.

Accessibility for all -

More bus shelters, with seating where possible,new
footpaths and better information at bus stops, will make
using the fully accessible bus fleet easier for all, including
the elderly and mobility impaired.

Pedestrians and
Urban Realms -

Along each route, improvements and enhancements
will be made to footpaths, walkways and pedestrian
crossings. Funding and investment for local urban
realms with additional landscaping and outdoor
amenitieswill be provided.

Building a sustainable city and
addressing climate change -

Tackling the challenges of climate change is
a priority for Ireland and moving more peopleto public
transport is a key component
of the solution.

Better cycling facilities -

This project will see the provision of much needed
cycling facilities around the city regionwith over 200kms
of high quality cycle routes provided.

3
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1.4 Understanding the
terminology
1. Core Bus Corridor (CBC):
Part of the overall BusConnects Programme isto create 16
radial Core Bus Corridors (CBC). A CBC is an existing
road with bus priority so that buses can operate
efficiently, reliably and punctually. This generally means
full length dedicated bus lanes on both sides of the road
from start to finish of each corridor or other measures to
ensure that buses are not delayedin general traffic
congestion. The bus lanes willbe alongside general traffic
and segregated cycle lanes/tracks where feasible.

2. Segregated Cycle Tracks:

Appendix

A segregated cycle track is a separate section of the road
dedicated for cycling only. This space will generally be
isolated from other vehicular traffic by a physical kerb.
Where it is not physically possible to have segregated cycle
tracks there will be the option of quiet roads and shared
cycling on reduced speed roads forcyclists.

3. Emerging Preferred Route (EPR):

5. Bus Gate

The NTA published outline plans for each of the16 CBCs in
a non-statutory public consultation process in 2018/2019.
The options were called Emerging Preferred Routes
(EPR), in some cases with multiple sub-options, to inform
the public of the likely layout of the roadway with the
necessary CBC infrastructure in place. Theyincluded
possible impacts on front gardens, and likely changes to
how traffic will operate tofacilitate bus priority.

4. Preferred Route Option (PRO):
Following consideration of the public submissions about
the 16 EPR’s, the Core Bus Corridor proposals have been
reviewed and amended. They are now being presented as
thePreferred Route Option (PRO) and are subject to a
second round of non-statutory public consultation.

A Bus Gate is a sign-posted short length of stand-alone
bus lane. This short length of road is restricted exclusively
to buses, taxis and cyclists plus emergency vehicles. It
facilitates bus priority by removing general through traffic
along the overall road where the bus gate is located.
General traffic will be directed by signage to divert away
to other roads before they arrive at the Bus Gate.

They are not final proposals as they are subjectto further
consideration from the second roundof public consultation
and also subsequent examination in the context of
Environmental Impact Assessment.

4
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6. Signal Controlled Priority:
Signal Control Priority uses traffic signals
to enable buses to get priority ahead of other traffic on
single lane road sections, but it is only effective for short
distances. This typicallyarises where the bus lane cannot
continue dueto obstructions on the roadway. An example
might be where a road has pinch-points where
it narrows due to existing buildings or structuresthat cannot
be demolished to widen the road
to make space for a bus lane. It works through the use of
traffic signal controls (typically at junctions) where the bus
lane and general trafficlane must merge ahead and share the
road space for a short distance until the bus lane
recommences downstream. The general traffic will be
stopped at the signal to allow the bus pass through the
narrow section first and

when the bus has passed the general trafficwill then be
allowed through the lights.

7. Toucan Crossing:
A Toucan Crossing is a roadway crossing designed to
enable both pedestrians and cyclists to cross the road
with purposefullydesigned signal controls.

8. Quiet Street Treatment:
Where CBC roadway widths cannot facilitatecyclists
without significant impact on bus priority, alternative
cycle routes are exploredfor short distances away from
the CBC bus
route. Such offline options may include directing cyclists
along streets with minimal general trafficother than car users
who live on the street.

Signal Controlled Priority (SCP)

1. Traffic proceeds as normal.

2. As the bus approaches, thelight
signal changes to halt general
traffic.

3. The bus has priority to
proceed.

They are called Quiet Streets due to the low amount of
general traffic and are deemed suitable for cyclists sharing
the roadway with the general traffic without the need to
constructsegregated cycle tracks or painted cycle lanes. The
Quiet Street Treatment would involve appropriate advisory
signage for both the general road users and cyclists.

9. Urban Realm:
Urban Realm refers to the everyday street spaces that are
used by people to cross, shop, socialise, play, and use for
activities such as walking, exercise or commute to/from
work. The Urban Realm encompasses all streets, squares,
junctions, and other rights-of-way, whether in residential,
commercial or civic use. When well-designed and laid out
with care in a community setting, it enhances the every-day
lives of residents and those passing through. It typically
relates to all open-air parts of the built environment where
the public has free access. Itwould include seating, trees,
planting and otheraspects to enhance the experience for all.

4. When the bus has cleared the junction,
general traffic proceeds.
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2. Preferred Route
Description

The Core Bus Corridor (CBC) commences at Clongriffin
DART Station, and is routed via Clongriffin Main Street
which will be extended to join the Malahide Road at a new
junction tothe north of Clarehall junction. The CBC is then
routed via Malahide Road to the junction with Marino
Mart/Fairview. From here the CBC ties into a separate
project, Clontarf to City Centre
Cycle Scheme which is currently being proposedby Dublin
City Council.

The following paragraphs will describe each section of the
CBC in more detail, identifyingthe key design revisions
which have been
incorporated into the design since the publicationof the
Emerging Preferred Route (EPR) in November 2018.

2.2 Clongriffin DART Stationto
Malahide Road via Clongriffin
Main Street
At Clongriffin DART Station, it is proposed to retain the
existing pedestrian, bus stop and bus turnaround facilities. It
is intended to route busesthrough Clongriffin Main Street, no
works are proposed for this existing section. Existing bus
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and cycle infrastructure will be maintained. AtPriory Hall
the route will align with Dublin CityCouncil’s proposed
Belmayne Main Street andBelmayne Avenue Scheme
which extends to a new junction at the Malahide Road.
This willinclude a new bus, cycle and taxi only access
onto the Malahide Road. General traffic will not be
permitted to use this access, access to Main Street for
general traffic will remain unchangedthrough Belmayne.

2.3 Mayne River Avenueto
Gracefield Road – Malahide
Road

Appendix

The CBC is then proposed to be routed along the Malahide
Road to the junction with the R105at Marino Mart/Fairview.
The following junctionsare intended to be upgraded to
provide bus priority and enhanced pedestrian and cyclist
facilities:

Ĥ

Malahide Road/Clarehall Avenue;

Ĥ

Malahide Road/Entrance to Clarehall
Shopping Centre;

Ĥ

Malahide Road/Blunden Drive/PriorswoodRoad;

Ĥ

Malahide Road/Tonglegee Road/BrookvilleCrescent;
and

Ĥ

Malahide Road/Gracefield Road.

Between Clarehall Avenue and Blunden Drive, asingle bus
lane and two general traffic lanes willbe maintained in each
direction.
It is proposed to upgrade the existing roundabout on
Blunden Drive to a fully signalised junction. This
modification will involvethe removal of some median
hedging and trees,however there will be compensatory
planting atthe junction.

Between Blunden Drive and Greencastle Road the
proposed Toucan Crossing has been relocated to align
more directly with thepedestrian and segregated cycle
track linkingAyrefield Drive and Malahide Road.

Between Tonlegee Road junction and GracefieldRoad
junction, it is intended to retain the singlebus lane and
general traffic lane in each direction. A northbound
segregated cycle track will be provided in the area
between the Malahide Road and Brookville Park. It is
proposed that southbound cyclists are

redirected onto the adjoining St. Brendan’s Avenue using a
Quiet Street Treatment. Cyclists can then re-join the
Malahide Road at GracefieldRoad.

2.4 Gracefield Road and Clontarf
Road–Malahide Road
Between the Gracefield Road and Clontarf Road
junctions, it is proposed to upgrade thefollowing
junctions on the Malahide Road:
Ĥ

Malahide Road/Collins Avenue;

Ĥ

Malahide Road/Copeland Avenue/GriffithAvenue;
and

Ĥ

Malahide Road/Clontarf Road.

Between Gracefield Road junction and Killester Avenue, it
is intended to provide a continuous bus lane with a single
general traffic lane in eachdirection. Segregated cycle tracks
and footpathfacilities will be maintained through this
section.To accommodate this, limited areas of land takewill
be required from private properties. The indicative extents
of this land take are included in the Appendix of this
brochure. The EPR
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indicated that between Kilmore Road junctionand
Killester Avenue the western cycle track and footpath
would impact on the existing wall and trees. It is now
proposed to move the western cycle track and footpath
inside the green area to minimise any impact on the
existing wall and trees.

Between Killester Avenue junction and CollinsAvenue, it
is proposed to maintain the road cross-section as
described in the previous section. The existing road
between these junctions requires widening to
accommodate the necessary lane widths and bus stop
facilities. The EPR indicated that land take may be
required from the surrounding green space in Thorndale
Grove and Mayfield Park. The amended proposal
indicates that land take will only be employed to enable
the
retention of the mature trees and heritage wall.
Between Mayfield Park and Collins Avenue it is
proposed to utilise some land take from
private properties. The indicative extents of thisland take
are included in the Appendix of this brochure.

Along the Malahide Road between the CollinsAvenue
junction and the Griffith Avenue

junction, it is intended to provide a continuous bus lane with
a single general traffic lane in eachdirection. Currently, there
are no continuous segregated cycle tracks in each direction
on this section. This issue is proposed to be addressed by
road widening works which will involve land take between
Donnycarney Churchand Clancarthy Road, Clontarf Golf
Club and Bowling Club grounds and Nazareth House. The
indicative extents of this land take are included in the
Appendix of this brochure.

The proposed works may also require the removal of
existing trees currently located on traffic islands or between
the existing road and footpath, although opportunities to
enhance thestreetscape have been identified as part of this
review.

Between the Griffith Avenue junction and the Clontarf
Road junction, it is proposed to continue the bus and
general traffic lanes in each direction. There are
currently only three
traffic lanes on this section of road. To facilitate the new
four lane arrangement, it is intended toutilise limited land
take from adjacent propertiesat the following locations:

Ĥ

Between Copeland Avenue and MarinoAvenue;

Ĥ

Between Charlemont Road and
Crescent Place; and

Ĥ

Between Brian Road and St. Aidan’s Park.

It is proposed to provide an alternative cycle route using a
Quiet Street Treatment running parallel to the Malahide
Road along Brian Road,Carleton Road and Haverty Road.
Cyclists will then re-join Marino Mart and connect with
the Clontarf to City Centre Cycle Scheme. The EPR
indicated that Haverty Road would remain as
a through route. After taking into account the safety and
convenience of all road users as wellas the residents of the
area, it is now proposed to close Haverty Road for vehicular
traffic at theSt Aidan’s Park end of the street. This proposal
will also help to further reduce through-traffic on Brian
Road, Carleton Road and Haverty Road.

The proposed bus lane works will tie into the intended bus
and cycle facilities on Clontarf Road, which are being
advanced by Dublin CityCouncil and have received
planning approval.
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2.6 Key Facts
Ĥ Approximate number of properties
that may be impacted

2.5 Key Changes from the Published EPR
Ĥ Between Kilmore Road junction and Killester Avenue, it is proposed to move thewestern cycle track and
footpath inside the green area to minimise any impact onthe existing wall and trees.

Ĥ Between Killester Avenue junction and Collins Avenue the road alignment has been changed which will
allow the retention of the mature trees and heritage wall.

Ĥ

Between Griffith Avenue junction and Clontarf Road junction it is proposed to close Haverty Road
to general traffic at St Aidan’s Park to create a quiet streetfor cyclists.

118

Ĥ Approximate number of on-street
parking spaces that may be removed

36

Ĥ Approximate number of trees that
may be removed

60

Ĥ Approximate route length:

8kms

Ĥ Approximate cycle route length:

8kmsĤ

Current bus journey time:
journey time:

up to 65 minsĤ BusConnects

30-35 minsĤ Future Bus journey time

without

Appendix

BusConnects:

85 mins +
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3. How to take part
in the public
consultation

/ Core Bus Corridor Scheme

This brochure provides details of the proposed
Preferred Route Option for this Core Bus Corridor.
These proposals are subject to a second non-statutory
round ofpublic consultation, and subsequent design
refinement and environmental impact assessment,
before a formal statutory application will be made by
the NTA to AnBord Pleanála for approval.

3.2 How to engage

3.3 What happens next?

We are inviting submissions in relation to the
Preferred Route Options set out in this document. The
closing date for submissionsis stated on the website.

Following the second round of public consultation the
NTA will finalise the PreferredRoute Options for all
sixteen corridors. The scheme designs will be finalised,
transport and environmental impact assessments will be
completed. This will culminate in the preparation of an
Environmental Impact Assessment Report (EIAR) for
the scheme together with details of land to be acquired.
This will be submitted to An Bord Pleanála during Q4
2020 for its consideration and determination. A formal
statutory consultationprocess will be undertaken as part
of that process.

Written submissions and observationsmay be
made by:

3.1 General queries

cbc@busconnects.ie

The project website www.busconnects.ie has a dedicated
section for the Core Bus Corridor project. All previous
emerging preferred routebrochures are available on the
website. Users can access the site to find out more about
the project and download copies of the keydocuments.

Core Bus Corridor Project National
Transport Authority,
Dún Scéine, Harcourt Lane, Dublin 2D02
WT20

Clongriffin to City Centre

General queries can be directed to a dedicatedFreephone –
1800 303 653 or by email to cbc@busconnects.ie

1
1
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MAP 14: Preferred Route
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Correspondence with local public representatives regardingthe launch of the Preferred
Route Option non-statutory public consultation on 04 March 2020:

Local Public Representatives
BusConnects Dublin - Core Bus Corridor Projects Second Round Public Consultation

From: cbc
Sent: Monday 2 March 2020 16:19
Subject: BusConnects Dublin - Core Bus Corridor Projects
Second Round Public Consultation

SAVE THE DATE –
WEDNESDAY, 04th MARCH 2020
DROP-IN BRIEFING FOR PUBLIC REPRESENTATIVES:
BusConnects Dublin – Core Bus Corridor ProjectsSecond Round
Public Consultation Commences
When: Wednesday, 04th March 2020
Where: The Alex Hotel, Fenian Street, Dublin D02 H678.
Drop In: Anytime between 2pm until 6pm

Dear Public Representative
On Wednesday 04th March 2020, the National Transport Authority (NTA)will be publishing,
for public consultation, the Preferred Route Options for the 16 Core Bus Corridors of
BusConnects Dublin. The consultation period will run from Wednesday until Friday 17th
April 2020.
Last year, we held our first round of public consultation on the Core Bus Corridor
projects and approximately 13,000 submissions, includingpetitions, were received. The
NTA have carefully considered these submissions, together with other feedback
received from community engagements, and have developed revised proposals,
representing the
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Local Public Representatives
BusConnects Dublin - Core Bus Corridor Projects Second Round Public Consultation

“Preferred Route Option”, for each core bus corridor.
We will be issuing, by email on Wednesday morning, further details of the proposals to all
public representatives in the areas covered by the corridors,including dates and venues for the
public information sessions.
In addition, we have arranged a drop-in session for public representativesin the Alex Hotel
(Fenian Street, Dublin 2) on March 04th between 2pm
– 6pm. All public representatives across the Dublin region are invited to drop-in during
those times and meet representatives of the NTA and the BusConnects team, who can
provide information and address any queriesthat you may have.

In addition to the drop-in session on Wednesday, additional information willbe available as
follows:
·

A hard copy brochure will be delivered to all elected public representatives in
the relevant areas in the coming days detailingthe Core Bus Corridor(s) relevant
to your local area;

·

In addition, all brochures and maps for each of the 16 Core Bus Corridors will be
on the BusConnects website www.busconnects.iefrom Wednesday and will be
available in HTML, PDF and Audio versions to download; and

·

Public information sessions will take place for communities served by the Core Bus
Corridors. The dates and locations of these local information sessions will be available
on our website (www.busconnects.ie) from Wednesday and will be advertised locally.
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We look forward to seeing you at the drop-insession on
Wednesday.
Yours Sincerely,
BusConnects Team
BusConnects Team
National Transport AuthorityDún
Scéine
Iveagh Court Harcourt
LaneDublin 2
D02 WT20
Freephone 1800 303 653 Web:
www.busconnects.ie

TRANSFORMING CITY BUS SERVICES
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From: cbc
Sent: Wednesday 4 March 2020 11:35
Subject: BusConnects Dublin - Core Bus Corridor ProjectsSecond
Round Public Consultation
Dear Public Representative,
Today, Wednesday 04th March 2020, the National Transport Authority (NTA) published for
public consultation, the Preferred Route Options for the 16 Core Bus Corridors of
BusConnects Dublin. The consultation periodwill run from Wednesday 04th March until
Friday 17th April 2020.
Last year, we held our first round of public consultation on the Core Bus Corridor
projects and approximately 13,000 submissions, includingpetitions, were received. The
NTA have carefully considered these submissions, together with other feedback
received from community engagements, and have developed revised proposals,
representing the “Preferred Route Option”, for each core bus corridor. Details of these
revised proposals are now available for review and we welcome all feedback and
submissions.

In parallel with this second round of public consultation, work is ongoing on developing
the technical, environmental, and transport impact assessment reports necessary for the full
evaluation of each corridor as part of the planning process. This requires detailed and
comprehensive analysis, coupled with extensive survey work, all of which must be based
on the finalised design option. Accordingly, transport assessment reportsand environmental
reports will not be available until later this year.

It is expected that planning applications for the individual Core Bus Corridors will be
submitted, at the end of this year, to An Bord Pleanála for its determination. A statutory
consultation process will be undertakenin conjunction with that formal planning
application. A timeline for 2020 with the next steps and milestones is attached with this
email for your convenience and to help understand all the stages.
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On the website www.busconnects.ie you will now find:
•

All 16 Preferred Route Options to view and download; A list of

•

public information events dates and locations;

•

Traffic Count Data for November 2019 (available from Friday 6th March);and

• Consultation Submission Reports (available from Friday 6th March).
Please be aware that any property owners either potentially impacted or nolonger impacted
under the Preferred Route Options have been contacted directly.

Public Information Events
The NTA is fully committed to working with all interested parties in thedevelopment of
the Core Bus Corridors Project. A serious of public consultation events will be held in
venues along these corridors.
Details of these are below and can also be found on the BusConnectswebsite and in
local newspapers in the coming weeks.
DATES

CORE BUS
CORRIDOR

Wed 11th March

Clongriffin to City
Centre
Swords to City
Centre

Thurs 12th March

Bray to City Centre

Wed 18th March
Thurs 19th March

Mon 23rd March

Tues 24th March

Blanchardstown toCity
Centre
Ringsend to City
Centre
Kimmage to City
Centre
Rathfarnham to
City Centre
Ballymun to City
Centre
Finglas to
Phibsborough

VENUE'S

Bonnington Hotel

Time

11:30am-7:30pm

The Talbot Hotel
Stillorgan
Crown Plaza
Blanchardstown

11:30am-7:30pm

Hilton Garden Inn

11:30am-7:30pm

Camden Court
Hotel

11:30am-7:30pm

AXIS Centre
Ballymun

11:30am-7:30pm

11:30am-7:30pm

CONT.
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Thurs 26th March
Mon 30th March
Tues 31st March

Wed 1st April
Fri 3rd April

Lucan to City
Centre
Liffey Valley to City
Centre
Tallaght to Teren-ure
Clondalkin to Drimnagh
Greenhills to City
Centre
UCD Ballsbridge to
City Centre
Blackrock to
Merrion
Combined Routes

Clayton Valley
Hotel Liffey Valley

11:30am-7:30pm

St Marys RFC

11:30am-7:30pm

Our Lady’s Hall
Drimnagh

The Clayton Hotel
Burlington
Alex Hotel

11:30am-7:30pm

11:30am-7:30pm
11:30am-7:30pm

Community Forums
The NTA have found the Community Forums insightful and productive andas such we
propose holding another series of forums later in the Summer, when further information,
including the outcome of the this second public consultation, is available. These forums will
take place before the schemes are submitted to An Bord Pleanála and in advance of the
formal statutory consultation process which would takes place once submitted. The current
revised designs for the various corridors have already been presented to the Community
Forums at the most recent round of meetings.

In preparation for the second round of public consultation, please findattached the
following documents:
•

BusConnects Overview

•

Core Bus Corridor Project Timeline

•

Public Information Event Schedule.

CONT.
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Local Public Representatives
BusConnects Dublin - Core Bus Corridor Projects Second Round Public Consultation

Should political parties, individual groupings or independents require abriefing, please
email cbc@busconnects.ie.
In conclusion, we look forward to continuing working with you in the coming weeks and
months in order to vastly improve the bus and cyclingexperience for those who wish to use
sustainable transport modes in andaround the city.

Yours Sincerely,
BusConnects team
Dún Scéine Harcourt
LaneDublin 2
D02 WT20
Web: www.nationaltransport.ie
TRANSFORMING CITY BUS SERVICES
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Correspondence with local public representatives regarding public information
events for the PreferredRoute Option non-statutory public consultation:

Local Public Representatives
BusConnects Dublin - Core Bus Corridor Project Second Round Public Consultation

From: cbc
Sent: Tuesday 10 March 2020 15:25
Subject: BusConnects Dublin - Core Bus Corridor ProjectsSecond
Round Public Consultation
Dear Public Representative,
Last week, the National Transport Authority (NTA) published for public consultation, the
Preferred Route Options for the 16 Core Bus Corridors of BusConnects Dublin. The
consultation period will run until Friday 17th April2020.

This email is a gentle reminder that the Clongriffin to City Centre & Swords to City Centre
Core Bus Corridor Public Information Event will betaking place tomorrow Wednesday, 11th
March 2020, between 11.30am and 7.30pm in the Bonnington Hotel, Swords Road,
Whitehall.
Please note that these events are Public Information Events where you can drop in
anytime between 11.30am and 7.30pm and meet one of theBusConnects team to discuss
any queries that you may have.
Yours Sincerely,
BusConnects team
Dún Scéine Harcourt
LaneDublin 2
D02 WT20
Web: www.nationaltransport.ie
TRANSFORMING CITY BUS SERVICES
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Local Public Representatives
BusConnects Dublin - Core Bus Corridor Project Second Round Public Consultation Public

From: cbc
Sent: Wednesday 11 March 2020 12:54
Subject: BusConnects Dublin - Core Bus Corridor Project Second Round
Public Consultation Public Information Events

Dear Public Representative,
Last week, the National Transport Authority (NTA) published for public consultation, the
Preferred Route Options for the 16 Core Bus Corridors of BusConnects Dublin. The
consultation period will run until Friday 17thApril 2020.

A series of public consultation events are being held in venues along thesecorridors. Please
note that all Public Information Events start at 11.30am and conclude at 7.30pm, we
apologise for any confusion.
These Public Information Events are an opportunity for you or constituentsto drop in anytime
between 11.30am and 7.30pm and meet one of the BusConnects team to discuss any queries
that you may have.
Please find attached the Public Information Events Schedule.
Kind Regards,
BusConnects team
Dún Scéine Harcourt
LaneDublin 2
D02 WT20
Web: www.nationaltransport.ie
TRANSFORMING CITY BUS SERVICES
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Correspondence with local public representatives withCovid-19 Updates and the
Public Information Events being Postponed:

Local Public Representatives
BusConnects Dublin - Core Bus Corridor Project: Public Information Events Postponed

From: cbc
Sent: Thursday 12 March 2020 12:24
Subject: BusConnects Dublin - Core Bus Corridor Project:Public
Information Events Postponed

Covid-19 Update
In response to the Irish Government and the National Public Health Emergency Team’s latest
guidelines, the following changes will apply from 6pm today (Thursday 12th March 2020) in relation
to the BusConnects Dublin second roundof public consultation for the Core Bus Corridor Projects:

•
•
•

•

All public information events are to be postponed
The public consultation remains open and submissions can be made byemail to
cbc@busconnects.ie or by post.
On the website www.busconnects.ie, all 16 Preferred Route Option brochures are
available to view and download. In addition, the brochures are also available on the
website in HTML and Audio files.Any queries and questions regarding the proposals
can be emailed to cbc@busconnects.ie or please contact 1800 303 653.

We will continue to monitor developments and will follow all appropriate HSEguidelines.

Yours Sincerely,
BusConnects team
BusConnects
Dún Scéine, Harcourt LaneDublin 2,
D02 WT20
Web: www.nationaltransport.ie
TRANSFORMING CITY BUS SERVICES
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Local Public Representatives
BusConnects Dublin Core Bus Corridor Projects – Public Consultation Update

From: cbc
Sent: Thursday 26 March 2020 11:28
Subject: BusConnects Dublin Core Bus Corridor Projects
– Public Consultation Update

BusConnects Core Bus Corridor Projects – Public
Consultation Update
Dear Public Representative,
Due to the current Covid-19 Emergency and the unprecedented times we are livingin, the National
Transport Authority (NTA) has decided that there will be a further public consultation regarding the
Core Bus Corridor Projects later this year.
We hope to carry out the additional public consultation in September
2020, however this will be dependent on current HSE restrictions being lifted andin line with any
HSE guidelines which may remain in place
later this year.
The current public consultation remains active until Friday 17th April 2020, in deference to the
submissions we continue to receive and we would encouragepeople who would like to send
submissions to continue to do so.
Submissions can be sent by email to cbc@busconnects.ie or by post to the NTA.
All 16 Core Bus Corridor Brochures and associated maps are available to view anddownload on our
website www.busconnects.ie
Stay Safe. Stay Home.
BusConnects Team
Dún Scéine Harcourt
LaneDublin 2
D02 WT20
Web: www.nationaltransport.ie
TRANSFORMING CITY BUS SERVICES
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Preferred Route Option: Second Round of NonStatutory Public Consultation – 4th March 2020 - 30th
April 2020
4C

Community Forums & Associated Materials

307
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Correspondence with Community Forum Membersregarding the Clongriffin to City
Centre Core BusCorridor Community Forum on 11 September 2019in the Hilton
Hotel:

Community Forum Member
Clongriffin - City Centre Community Forum

From: cbc@busconnects.ie
Sent: Friday 30 August 2019 12:09
Subject: Clongriffin - City Centre Community Forum

Dear Community Forum Member,
Please note that there will be a meeting of the Clongriffin to City CentreCommunity
Forum in the Hilton Hotel, Clongriffin on Wednesday 11th September @6.30pm.

Yours Sincerely,
BusConnects Team
Dún Scéine Harcourt
LaneDublin 2
D02 WT20
Web: www.nationaltransport.ie
TRANSFORMING CITY BUS SERVICES
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Community Forum Member
Reminder - Clongriffin to City Centre Community Forum

From: cbc@busconnects.ie
Sent: Tuesday 10 September 2019 14:06
Subject: Reminder - Clongriffin to City Centre Community Forum

Dear Community Forum Member,
Please note that there will be a meeting of the Clongriffin to City CentreCommunity
Forum in the Hilton Hotel, Clongriffin tomorrow Wednesday 11th September @6.30pm.

Yours Sincerely,
BusConnects Team
Dún Scéine Harcourt
LaneDublin 2
D02 WT20
Web: www.nationaltransport.ie
TRANSFORMING CITY BUS SERVICES
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Community Forum Member
Clongriffin to City Centre Community Forum Presentation

From: cbc@busconnects.ie
Sent: Friday 13 September 2019 11:47
Subject: Clongriffin to City Centre Community Forum Presentation

Dear Community Forum Member,
Please find attached a copy of the presentation form the Clongriffinto City Centre
Community Forum meeting which took place on Wednesday night last in the Hilton
Hotel.
Kind Regards,
BusConnects Team
Dún Scéine Harcourt
LaneDublin 2
D02 WT20
Web: www.nationaltransport.ie
TRANSFORMING CITY BUS SERVICES
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Community Forum Member Community
Forum Presentations

From: cbc@busconnects.ie
Sent: Tuesday 24 September 2019 15:40
Subject: Community Forum Presentations

Dear Community Forum Member,
Please note that all presentations from the second round of Community Forum meetings
which have taken place to-date in September (a number of meetings are still due to be held),
are now available on our website at thefollowing link. The remaining presentations will be
placed on the website in due course.

www.busconnects.ie/initiatives/community-forum/
Regards,
BusConnects Team
Dún Scéine Harcourt
LaneDublin 2
D02 WT20
Web: www.nationaltransport.ie
TRANSFORMING CITY BUS SERVICES
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Community Forum Member
Clongriffin to City Centre Core Bus Corridor Community Forum Report

From: cbc@busconnects.ie
Sent: Friday 20 December 2019 13:57
Subject: Clongriffin to City Centre Core Bus CorridorCommunity
Forum Report

Dear Community Forum Member,
Please find attached the Clongriffin to City Centre Core Bus CorridorCommunity
Forum Report from the meeting which took place on Wednesday 11th September
2019.
Yours sincerely,
BusConnects Team
Dún Scéine Harcourt
LaneDublin 2
D02 WT20
Web: www.nationaltransport.ie
TRANSFORMING CITY BUS SERVICES
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BusConnects Dublin Core Bus Corridors – Community Forum Terms of Reference

BUSCONNECTS CORE BUS CORRIDORS PROJECT
COMMUNITY FORUM TERMS OF REFERENCE
1. Membership of the Community Forum will comprise of two representatives from
residents’/community associations, disability groups, special interest groups and business
organisations on the corridor, along with local public representatives, together with personnel
from the National Transport Authority(NTA).

2. Meetings of the Community Forum will be chaired by an independentchairperson.
3. The core objective of the Community Forum is to facilitate a two-way dialogueprocess between
representatives of communities / groups and the NTA in relation to the Core Bus Corridor
proposals.

4. It will enable information to be provided more directly by the NTA to the partiesmost impacted by
the proposals.

5. It will allow concerns about the proposals to be raised by the participants andfor the NTA to
address and respond to those concerns.

6. It will allow constructive ideas and viable alternatives to be brought forward toimprove the
overall proposals.

7. It will assist in enabling the resolution of local issues within the proposals in atimely manner.
8. It will allow discussions and suggestions in relation to ideas for urban centreimprovements
that could be incorporated into the project.
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Clongriffin to City Centre Core Bus Corridor CommunityForum Presentation – 11
September 2019

Introductions

CHAIRPERSON – CHARLIE LOWE
HUGH CREEGAN – Deputy CEO, NTA

Second Community Forum
for

CON KEHELY– Senior Project Manager, BusConnects

Clongriffin to City Centre Core
Bus Corridor

Paula Gillan - Aecom
JOSEPH SEYMOUR – Aecom

11th September 2019

1

2

AGENDA
•

Introduction

•

Overview of BusConnects

•

Recap of Actions

•

Review of Submissions

•

Indications of Designs under Consideration

•

Q&A’s

Core Bus Corridors
providing continuous bus
priority

Park & Ride
facilities

3

Redesign of
Network of Bus
Services

State-of-the-art
Ticketing System

New Bus Livery

Simpler Fare
Structure

New Bus Stops
+ Shelters

Cashless
P ayment Syst
em

Use of Low
Emission
Vehicles

4

Recap of Actions from First
Community Forum
•

To review width of footpath at Lower Artane Cottages and
examine potential of increased widening on opposite site of
road.

•

To review traffic movements from Fairview into Marino Mart
and consider use of bollards to reduce through running.

•

To refine the layouts for cycling at junctions along scheme.

Review of Submissions

All actions for delivery as part of next design stage of project.
6

5

6

1
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Initial Consultation Process
Where did the observations relate too?

90

Processed Comments within the 91
Submissions
80

80
70
60

56

50
40

34

30
20
10
0

7

Section
2

Section2: Belmayneto
Coolock
Section3: CoolocktoArtane

Section
3

Section
4

Section4: ArtaneJunction
Section
5

Section5: Donnycarney
14 16

10

15

Total CommentsReceived=225

Section
1

Section 1 : Clongriffin DART
Station

Section6: Marino/Fairview
Diversion

Section
6

General:WholeRoute

8

Initial Consultation Process

Initial Consultation Feedback
Themes Raised in Submissions:

Who sent in Observations?

Theme
Accessibility/ Traffic Impact
Pedestrian and Driver Safety
Cyclist Safety
Suggestions and New Ideas
Environmental Sustainability
Land use
Social Impact
Heritage
Economy

91% from
residents

9

Frequency
48
22
41
38
22
18
25
6
5

10

Submissions Summary
Main Issues

Main Issues Raised
Road User Impacts

Cycling Facilities

Property Impacts

Urban Design Impact

11

•

Reduced capacity

•
•
•

Loss of parking
“Rat-running” through Marino
DPT closure traffic

•

Accessibility for the Mobility Impaired

•

More segregation of cycle facilities

•

Loss of continuity and diversion route at Marino

•

Usability of Driveways

•
•
•

Accessibility for the Mobility Impaired
Noise and privacy
Loss of Property Value

•

Loss of trees

•

Impact on Streetscape

Review of Route
Proposals

12

12

2
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Amendments being Considered.

Amendments being Considered.

Two-way Cycle Lane
north of Priorswood/
Blunden Drive serving
Shopping Centre

13

14

Cyclist Segregation

Amendments being Considered.

Street design
being carefully
considered

15

16

Amendments being Considered.

17

Modify layout to
retain trees.

Amendments being Considered.

18

3
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Amendments being Considered.

19

20

Amendments being Considered.

Amendments being Considered.

21

22

Marino.

Amendments being Considered.

Connection to Cycle
Route
Road Closure or
Traffic Calming
measure

Road Closure or
Traffic Calming
measure
New Crossing

Source: Google Maps

23

24

4
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Amendments being Considered.

General items under
consideration

Source: Cycling Embassy of GB, IrishCycling.com
26

25

26

General items under
consideration

Discussion

Pedestrian Facilities
Cycle Routes
Bus Priority Arrangements
Urban Realm Improvements
Traffic Arrangements

28

27

28

5
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Clongriffin to City Centre Core Bus Corridor CommunityForum Presentation – 11
September 2019

Clongriffin to City Centre Community Forum Report
Date: Wed 11th September 2019

Location: Hilton Hotel, Clongriffin

Meeting Number: 2

Chair: Charlie Lowe

Corridor: Clongriffin to City Centre Core Bus Corridor.
NTA Participants: Hugh Creegan; Con Kehely; Paula Gillan (Aecom); Joseph Seymour
(Aecom).
Attendees (signed in):

Jenny McCormack
Cllr Alison Gilliland
Cllr Catherine Stocker
Cllr Damian O'Farrell
Cllr Naoise O Muiri
Cllr Larry O’Toole
Alan Downey
Dr Aine Kelly
Patricia Normanly
Stephen Coyne
Ian Maguire
Andrew Cullen
Clare Keaveney

Richard Bruton TD Rep

Dublin Cycling
Lower Artane Cottages
Marino Residents' Association.
Donnycarney West Community Assoc
Clontarf Golf Club
Clontarf Golf Club
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Topics
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Level of segregation for cyclists.
Interaction with bus network redesign including services and routes.
Lower Artane Cottages.
Haverty Road.
Property devaluation.
Continuity of cycling route.
Enforcement.
Level of consideration of pedestrians.
Consultation process and timeline.
Park and ride provision.
Streetscape improvements.
Crossing for cyclists on Malahide Road at Brian Road.

Actions
•
•
•

To refine the layouts for cycling at junctions along scheme.
To review pedestrian arrangements.
Review enforcement requirements along the route.

All actions for delivery as part of next design stage of project.

Date of next
Date to be confirmed. Registered forum members to be contacted in due course.
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Correspondence to Community Forum Membersregarding the launch on 04 March
2020:

Community Forum Members
BusConnects Dublin - Core Bus Corridor Project Second Round Public Consultation

From: cbc
Sent: Wednesday 4 March 2020 17:00
Subject: BusConnects Dublin - Core Bus Corridor Project Second RoundPublic
Consultation

Dear Community Forum Member,
Today, Wednesday 04th March 2020, the National Transport Authority (NTA) published for
public consultation, the Preferred Route Options for the16 Core Bus Corridors of BusConnects
Dublin. The consultation period will run from Wednesday 4th March until Friday 17th April
2020.
Last year, we held our first round of public consultation on the Core Bus Corridor
projects and approximately 13,000 submissions, includingpetitions, were received. The
NTA have carefully considered these submissions, together with other feedback
received from community engagements, and have developed revised proposals,
representing the “Preferred Route Option”, for each core bus corridor. Details of these
revised proposals are now available for review and we welcome all feedbackand submissions.

In parallel with this second round of public consultation, work is ongoing ondeveloping the
technical, environmental, and transport impact assessment reports necessary for the full
evaluation of each corridor as part of the planning process. This requires detailed and
comprehensive analysis, coupled with extensive survey work, all of which must be based on
the finalised design option. Accordingly, transport assessment reports and environmental
reports will not be available until later this year.
Cont.
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Community Forum Members
BusConnects Dublin - Core Bus Corridor Project Second Round Public Consultation

It is expected that planning applications for the individual core bus corridors will be
submitted, at the end of this year, to An Bord Pleanála for its determination. A statutory
consultation process will be undertakenin conjunction with that formal planning
application. A timeline for 2020 with the next steps and milestones is attached with this
email for your convenience and to help understand all the stages.

On the website www.busconnects.ie you will now find:
•

All 16 Preferred Route Options to view and download;

•

A list of public information events dates and locations;

•

Traffic Count Data for November 2019 (available fromFriday 6th
March); and

•

Consultation Submission Reports (available from Friday 6th March).

The NTA have found the Community Forums insightful and productive andas such we
propose holding another series of forums later in the Summer, when further information,
including the outcome of the this second public consultation, is available. These forums will
take place before the schemes are submitted to An Bord Pleanála and in advance of the
formal statutory consultation process which would takes place once submitted. The current
revised designs for the various corridors have already been presented to the Community
Forums at the most recent round of meetings.

Please be aware that any property owners either potentially impactedor no longer
impacted under the Preferred Route Options have been contacted directly.

Cont.
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Community Forum Members
BusConnects Dublin - Core Bus Corridor Project Second Round Public Consultation

In preparation for the second round of public consultation, please findattached the
following documents:
•

BusConnects Overview

•

Core Bus Corridor Project Timeline

•

Core Bus Corridor Project Public Information Events ScheduleCore Bus

•

Corridor Trees

In conclusion, we look forward to continuing to work with each CommunityForum in the
coming months and if you have any queries please contact cbc@busconnects.ie.

Yours Sincerely,
BusConnects Team
National Transport Authority
Dún Scéine Iveagh
Court Harcourt Lane
Dublin 2
D02 WT20
Freephone 1800 303 653 Web:
www.busconnects.ie

TRANSFORMING CITY BUS SERVICES
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Correspondence with Community Forum Members regarding the Public Information
Events:

Community Forum Members
Reminder: BusConnects Dublin - Core Bus Corridor Project Second Round Public Consultation

From: cbc
Sent: Tuesday 10 March 2020 16:03
Subject: Reminder: BusConnects Dublin - Core Bus Corridor Project SecondRound Public
Consultation

Dear Community Forum Member,
Last week, the National Transport Authority (NTA) published for public consultation, the
Preferred Route Options for the 16 Core Bus Corridors of BusConnects Dublin. The
consultation period will run until Friday 17th April2020.

This email is a gentle reminder that the Clongriffin to City Centre & Swords to City Centre Core
Bus Corridor Public Information Event will be taking place tomorrow Wednesday, 11th March
2020, between 11.30am and 7.30pm in theBonnington Hotel, Swords Road, Whitehall.

Please note that this event is a Public Information Event where you can dropin anytime between
11.30am and 7.30pm and meet one of the BusConnects team to discuss any queries that you
may have.
Yours Sincerely,
BusConnects Team
Dún Scéine, Harcourt
Lane Dublin 2, D02
WT20
Web: www.nationaltransport.ie

TRANSFORMING CITY BUS SERVICES
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Correspondence with Community Forum Members regarding Covid-19 Updates and
the Public Information Events being Postponed:

Community Forum Members
BusConnects Dublin - Core Bus Corridor Project Second Round Public Consultation

From: cbc
Sent: Thursday 12 March 2020 12:57
Subject: RE: BusConnects Dublin - Core Bus Corridor Project:Public
Information Events Postponed

RE: BusConnects Dublin - Core Bus Corridor Project: Public Information
Events Postponed
Covid-19 Update

Dear Community Forum Member,
In response to the Irish Government and the National Public Health Emergency Team’s
latest guidelines, the following changes will apply from6pm today (Thursday 12th March
2020) in relation to the BusConnects Dublin second round of public consultation for the
Core Bus Corridor Projects:

•

All public information events are to be postponed

•

The public consultation remains open and submissions can bemade by email
to cbc@busconnects.ie or by post.

•

On the website www.busconnects.ie, all 16 Preferred Route Option brochures are
available to view and download. In addition, the brochures are also available on the
website in HTML and Audio files.

•

Any queries and questions regarding the proposals can be emailedto
cbc@busconnects.ie or please contact 1800 303 653.

Cont.
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Community Forum Members
BusConnects Dublin - Core Bus Corridor Project Second Round Public Consultation

We will continue to monitor developments and will follow all appropriateHSE guidelines.

Yours Sincerely,
BusConnects Team
Dún Scéine Iveagh
Court Harcourt Lane
Dublin 2
D02 WT20
Web: www.busconnects.ie
TRANSFORMING CITY BUS SERVICES
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Community Forum Members
BusConnects Dublin Core Bus Corridor Projects – Public Consultation Update

From: cbc
Sent: Thursday 26 March 2020 12:38
Subject: RE: BusConnects Dublin - Core Bus Corridor Project:Public
Information Events Postponed

BusConnects Core Bus Corridor Projects
– Public Consultation Update
Dear Community Forum Member,
Due to the current Covid-19 Emergency and the unprecedented timeswe are living in,
the National Transport Authority (NTA) has decided that there will be a further public
consultation regarding the Core
Bus Corridor Projects later this year.
We hope to carry out the additional public consultation in September 2020, however this
will be dependent on current HSE restrictions beinglifted and in line with any HSE
guidelines which may remain in place later this year.

The current public consultation remains active until Friday 17th April 2020, in
deference to the submissions we continue to receive and wewould encourage people
who would like to send submissions to continue to do so.

Cont.
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Community Forum Members
BusConnects Dublin Core Bus Corridor Projects – Public Consultation Update

Submissions can be sent by email to cbc@busconnects.ie or by post tothe NTA.

All 16 Core Bus Corridor Brochures and associated maps are available toview and
download on our website www.busconnects.ie
Stay Safe. Stay Home.
BusConnects Team
Dún Scéine Iveagh
Court Harcourt Lane
Dublin 2
D02 WT20
Web: www.busconnects.ie

TRANSFORMING CITY BUS SERVICES
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Preferred Route Option: Second Round of Non
Statutory Public Consultation – 4th March 2020 - 30th
April 2020
4D Potentially Impacted Properties Engagement

329

76

Clongriffin to City Centre / Core Bus Corridor Scheme

Appendix

Continually Impacted Property Letter issued 2 March 2020:

(Name & Address)

Date: 2nd March 2020Ref:

INFORMATION NOTICE
Re: to City Centre Core Bus Corridor
Dear Property Owner/Occupier,
The National Transport Authority (NTA) has been tasked with delivering the BusConnects Dublin
programme, which is a set of proposals to transform Dublin’sbus system, so that journeys by bus will
be fast, reliable, punctual, convenient andaffordable. It will enable more people to travel by bus than
ever before, providingan alternative to congested car journeys.
Congestion is one of the most significant challenges facing the Dublin region and needs to be
addressed to safeguard the growth of the Dublin region and keep people moving. At present bus
lanes are in place for less than one third ofa bus journey on the busy corridors. A key part of the
BusConnects project is the development of sixteen “Core Bus Corridors” or CBCs. These corridors
will
effectively deliver continuous bus lanes, on the key bus routes across the city alongwith improved
pedestrian and cycling facilities along these Core Bus Corridors, building a sustainable city and addressing
climate change.

Cont.
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A consultation on an Emerging Preferred Route for each corridor concluded in 2019.Following this
public consultation process the NTA and its service providers have reviewed the submissions from the
public to consider any changes appropriate to the Core Bus Corridor proposals. This review coupled with
updated topographical survey information has led to changes to the proposals culminating in a Preferred
Route proposal.
A letter was previously sent to this property advising that it was identified as being potentially
impacted by the project, and an opportunity was given to meetNTA personnel to discuss the potential
impacts. The purpose of this letter is
to inform you that the proposals contained in the Preferred Route Option for the to City Centre
Core Bus Corridor may continue to impact on partof the property. A layout map showing an
indicative layout in the vicinity of the
property can be found on Map
of the Public Consultation Document, whichwill be
published on our website www.busconnects.ie on 4 March 2020, and a brochure will be sent to you
shortly.
The plan shows where the car lanes, bus lanes, cycle tracks and footpaths will be.Areas where land may
be potentially impacted are marked with red dashed lines.
Please note these are proposals only and as such are not fixed or finalised.
The new proposals will be published on our website www.busconnects.ie on 4 March 2020, at which
point the NTA will be welcoming feedback as part of the public consultation process. No decisions have
been made to proceed with these proposals, and will not be made until we have concluded the
consultation process.
Any decision to proceed with this project will be subject to a statutory planning process, which would
involve an application for planning consent to An Bord Pleanála. The proposal is still subject to final
detailed design, an environmental andtransport impact assessment. The statutory planning
application will not be made before the fourth quarter of 2020. Should the statutory planning
application be consented by An Bord Pleanála, appropriate compensation will be paid to the owners for
any garden portion or land that is ultimately necessary to be acquired from the property. This would
also cover the rebuilding of new garden walls, fences, gates and driveways, as well as landscaping
works to the residual area.

Cont.
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The NTA would again welcome the opportunity to meet with you in relation to theseproposals, to discuss
with you on a one-to-one basis, what this may mean for you and what the next steps will be over the
coming months and years. If you wish to avail of this meeting please call 1800 303 653 to arrange a time
and date at your earliest convenience.
Yours sincerely,
BusConnects Infrastructure Dublin, National Transport Authority
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Newly Impacted Property Letter issued 2 March 2020:

(Name & Address)

Date: 2nd March 2020Ref:

INFORMATION NOTICE
Re: to City Centre Core Bus Corridor
Dear Property Owner/Occupier,
The National Transport Authority (NTA) has been tasked with delivering the BusConnects Dublin
programme, which is a set of proposals to transform Dublin’sbus system, so that journeys by bus will
be fast, reliable, punctual, convenient andaffordable. It will enable more people to travel by bus than
ever before, providingan alternative to congested car journeys.
Congestion is one of the most significant challenges facing the Dublin region and needs to be
addressed to safeguard the growth of the Dublin region and keep people moving. At present bus
lanes are in place for less than one third ofa bus journey on the busy corridors. A key part of the
BusConnects project is the development of sixteen “Core Bus Corridors” or CBCs. These corridors
will
effectively deliver continuous bus lanes, on the key bus routes across the city alongwith improved
pedestrian and cycling facilities along these Core Bus Corridors, building a sustainable city and addressing
climate change.
A consultation on an Emerging Preferred Route for each corridor concluded in 2019.Following this public
consultation process the NTA and its service providers have reviewed the submissions from the public to
consider any changes appropriate to
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the Core Bus Corridor proposals. This review coupled with updated topographicalsurvey information has
led to changes to the proposals culminating in a Preferred Route proposal.
The purpose of this letter is to inform you that the proposals contained in the Preferred Route
Option for the
to City Centre Core Bus Corridor
may have an impact on part of this property. A layout map showing an indicativelayout in the vicinity
of the property is enclosed. It can also be found on Map of the Public Consultation Document, which
will be published on our website www. busconnects.ie on 4 March 2020, and a brochure will be sent to
you shortly.
The plan shows where the car lanes, bus lanes, cycle tracks and footpaths will be.Areas where land may
be potentially impacted are marked with red dashed lines.
Please note these are proposals only and as such are not fixed or finalised.
The new proposals will be published on our website www.busconnects.ie on 4 March 2020, at which
point the NTA will be welcoming feedback as part of the public consultation process. No decisions have
been made to proceed with these proposals, and will not be made until we have concluded the
consultation process.
Any decision to proceed with this project will be subject to a statutory planning process, which would
involve an application for planning consent to An Bord Pleanála. The proposal is still subject to final
detailed design, an environmental andtransport impact assessment. The statutory planning
application will not be made before the fourth quarter of 2020. Should the statutory planning
application be consented by An Bord Pleanála, appropriate compensation will be paid to the owners for
any garden portion or land that is ultimately necessary to be acquired from the property. This would
also cover the rebuilding of new garden walls, fences, gates and driveways, as well as landscaping
works to the residual area.
The NTA would welcome the opportunity to meet with you in relation to these proposals. That would give
us the opportunity to discuss with you on a one-to-onebasis, what this may mean for you and what the
next steps will be over the comingmonths and years. If you wish to avail of this meeting please call 1800
303 653 to arrange a time and date at your earliest convenience.
Yours sincerely,
BusConnects Infrastructure Dublin,National
Transport Authority
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No Longer Impacted Property Letter issued 2 March 2020:

(Name & Address)

Date: 2nd March 2020Ref:

INFORMATION NOTICE
Re: to City Centre Core Bus Corridor
Dear Property Owner/Occupier,
The National Transport Authority (NTA) has been tasked with delivering the BusConnects Dublin
programme, which is a set of proposals to transform Dublin’sbus system, so that journeys by bus will
be fast, reliable, punctual, convenient andaffordable. It will enable more people to travel by bus than
ever before, providingan alternative to congested car journeys.
Congestion is one of the most significant challenges facing the Dublin region and needs to be
addressed to safeguard the growth of the Dublin region and keep people moving. At present bus
lanes are in place for less than one third ofa bus journey on the busy corridors. A key part of the
BusConnects project is the development of sixteen “Core Bus Corridors” or CBCs. These corridors
will
effectively deliver continuous bus lanes, on the key bus routes across the city alongwith improved
pedestrian and cycling facilities along these Core Bus Corridors, building a sustainable city and addressing
climate change.
A consultation on an Emerging Preferred Route for each corridor concluded in 2019.Following this public
consultation process the NTA and its service providers have reviewed the submissions from the public to
consider any changes appropriate to
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the Core Bus Corridor proposals. This review coupled with updated topographicalsurvey information has
led to changes to the proposals culminating in a Preferred Route proposal.
A letter was previously sent to this property advising that it was identified as being potentially impacted
by the Emerging Preferred Scheme, and an opportunity was given to meet NTA personnel to discuss the
potential impacts. The purpose of this letter is to inform you that the proposals contained in the
Preferred Route Option for the to City Centre Core Bus Corridor indicate that this property is nolonger
potentially impacted.
Please note these are proposals only and as such are not fixed or finalised
The new proposals will be published on our website www.busconnects.ie on 4 March 2020, at which
point the NTA will be welcoming feedback as part of the public consultation process. No decisions have
been made to proceed with these proposals, and will not be made until we have concluded the
consultation process.Consequently future amendments to the plans could potentially result in the
property again being impacted.
Any decision to proceed with this project will be subject to a statutory planning process, which would
involve an application for planning consent to An Bord Pleanála. The proposal is still subject to final
detailed design, an environmental andtransport impact assessment. The statutory planning
application will not be made before the fourth quarter of 2020. Should the statutory planning
application be consented by An Bord Pleanála, appropriate compensation will be paid to the owners for
any garden portion or land that is ultimately necessary to be acquired from the property. This would
also cover the rebuilding of new garden walls, fences, gates and driveways, as well as landscaping
works to the residual area.
If you require any clarification regarding this letter please call 1800 303 653. A project team
representative will respond to your query. Once the consultation on the Preferred Route Option has
commenced, members of the public and interested parties will be invited to send in submissions. All
information on how to take partin the consultation will be made available on our website
www.busconnects.ie
Yours sincerely,
BusConnects Infrastructure Dublin,National
Transport Authority
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Preferred Route Option: Second Round of Non
Statutory Public Consultation – 4th March 2020 - 30th
April 2020
4E Website & Digital Resources
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Preferred Route Option: Second Round of Non-Statutory Public Consultation (4th
March 2020 – 30th April 2020) Website & Published Material:

Preferred route information brochures for each of the 16 core bus corridors
Bróisiúr Faisnéise, preferred route information brochure for eachof the 16 core
bus corridors in Irish
Easy read versions of information brochure for each of the 16 core bus corridors
Text only HTML files of information brochure for each of the 16 core bus corridors
Audio files of information brochure for each of the 16 core bus corridors
Consultation submissions reports for each of the 16 core bus corridorsfrom the first
round of public consultation
Community forum presentations from the 2nd round of public consultation
Presentations from meetings with local groups during the public consultation
Traffic count Data reports for each of the 16 corridors, ATCs, JTCs and pedestrian surveys
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April 2020
4F

Press Release & Media Engagement
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Press release issued for launch of Second Round of Public Consultation on 4th March
2020:

PRESS
RELEASE
NTA LAUNCHES
SECOND ROUND
CONSULTATION
ON THE CORE
BUS CORRIDOR
PROJECTS
Preferred Route Options for 16
Core Bus Corridors included in
second round consultation
Revisions ensure 42% reduction
in properties impacted by the
plans
Majority of landmark trees
in historic areas of Dublin no
longer impacted

4th March 2020 – The National
Transport Authority (NTA)
has today launched the second
round of public consultation on
the sixteen core bus corridors
earmarked for development
as part of the BusConnects
programme.

The latest round of public
consultation on the Core Bus

written submissions, including
those with multiple signatories.

Corridor Projects centres on
the Preferred Route Options
for all sixteen corridors. This
comes following the first round

Community Forums were also
established for each corridor
to enable a two-way dialogue
with local communities where

of public consultation on the
Emerging Preferred Routes in
late 2018 and early 2019.

solutions to certain challenges
were co-created.
Despite the issues varying across

The BusConnects programme
is an integral element of Project
Ireland 2040, the Transport
Strategy for the Greater Dublin
Area 2016-2035 and the Climate
Action Plan published in June

each corridor, a number of
common issues were identified
including the potential impact on
properties.

2019. Its aim is to develop an
enhanced bus system that is
better for the city, its people and
the environment.

with the local communities
across Dublin, the NTA’s revised
proposals contain several design
changes that aim to minimise
the impact of the project on
properties while maintaining bus
priority and enhancing cycling
facilities.

Following extensive engagement

By delivering 230km of
continuous bus priority and
200kms of cycle tracks, the Core
Bus Corridor Projects will help
more people from their cars to
a better, more reliable and more
efficient bus system is a critical
element in reducing carbon
emissions and congestion in the
capital city.

•

During the six-month
consultation process, the NTA
received approximately 13,000

Park eliminating the need for
land acquisition on this part of
the Kimmage to City Centre
corridor

Revisions to the initial proposals
have ensured a 42% decrease
in the number of properties
impacted by the project, with:
A Bus Gate at Ravensdale
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• Signal Controlled Priority
on either side of Templeogue
Village reducing the need for
road widening along this section
• A one-way inbound system
on Rathgar Road removing
the need for land take on that
segment of the Rathfarnham to
City Centre corridor
• Signal Controlled Priority
along Rathfarnham Road
reducing the impact on
properties along a section of
the Rathfarnham to City Centre
corridor
• An altered road layout and
Signal Controlled Priority
significantly reducing land
acquisition on Crumlin Road
along the Greenhills to City
Centre corridor

of trees in historic areas of the
city. The NTA has introduced
multiple changes to protect longestablished trees in historic parts
of Dublin, which have resulted
in:
• No tree being removed along
Rathgar Road
• All trees on the residential
side of Nutley Lane being
retained
• Up to 90% of existing mature
trees being retained on Baggot
Street Upper and Lower
• Up to 90% of existing mature
tress along Pembroke Road
being retained
• 80% of trees along Merrion
Road being maintained

Appendix

systems, the introduction of
Signal Controlled Priority Bus
Gates and off route cycle tracks.
Less developed trees along
a select number of Core Bus
Corridors have been identified
for replacement to ensure
the provision of safe cycling
infrastructure. This follows
extensive topographical surveys
in recent months. Included is a
new two-way segregated cycletrack running inside the grounds
of the Hermitage Golf Club
on the Lucan to City Centre
corridor.
A comprehensive replanting
programme will ensure more
trees are replaced than are
removed during the development
of Core Bus Corridor Projects.

• An adjustment to the road
layout on the Rock Road
between Booterstown Avenue
and Blackrock Clinic reducing
the need for land take along this
segment of the Blackrock to
Merrion corridor

• 75% reduction in the number
of trees along Finglas Road
being removed

Consultation on the revised
proposals begins today and runs
until Friday, 17th April. A series
of information events will be
hosted across the Greater Dublin
Area during March. Dates,
times and venues are available at
www.busconnects.ie.

One of the biggest concerns
raised during the first round of
consultation was the removal

This has been achieved through
the maximisation of existing
road space by new one-way

All submissions in the second
round of public consultation
will be reviewed by the NTA.

• Over 85% of existing tress
along St. Mobhi Road being
retained
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Technical, environmental, and
transport impact assessment
work will then take place with
final plans due to be presented to
An Bord Pleanála for statutory
approval in the fourth quarter of
2020.
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“Considerable emphasis has
been given to meeting the
needs of the increasing number
across the city choosing to cycle
to work and college. We’re
proposing modern infrastructure
that will provide new options
for children and their families
to be able to cycle safety both
between, and within, their local
communities.

“I would invite the people of
Dublin to share their views on
the Preferred Route Options in
the coming weeks.”
End

Anne Graham, NTA Chief
Executive Officer said: “In
2018, we first unveiled our
plan to deliver continuous bus
priority along Dublin’s busiest
“I’m confident that the revised
bus corridors and high-quality
routes will greatly improve
cycling facilities. Through
journey times and most
extensive public consultation
importantly will reduce CO2
and direct engagement with
emissions by having more
communities across the region,
people move from their car and
we’ve been able to pinpoint areas onto the bus. We are also movingof
concern along each of the
forward to creating a fleet of low
sixteen routes.
emissions vehicles with half of
the fleet due to be converted to
“We have responded
low emission buses by 2023.
constructively to the issued
raised and have put forward
“Although we are aware that
alternative proposals that help
a project of this scale and
to mitigate many of these
investment will bring challenges,
challenges raised by the public.
BusConnects is needed now
This has helped to dramatically
more than ever. With our cities
reduce the number of properties
growing, continuous bus priority
that will be impacted and to
and more cycle lanes will be
work with communities to create
needed to create a sustainable
new public realms across the
public transport system fit for
city.
the future.
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Media briefing presentation:

Overview – Government Policy
The Core Bus Corridor Projects are included within the following Government policy strategies:
o The National Development Plan 2018 - 2027;
o Transport Strategy for the Greater Dublin Area 2016 - 2035; and
o The Climate Action Plan 2019

BusConnects Dublin
Core Bus Corridors Projects
Preferred Route Options
Second Public Consultation Launch
Wednesday 4th March 2020

1

2

Summary of Key Benefits

BusConnects: The Facts at a Glance

3

4

Map of all 16 core bus corridors

5

6

Summary of First Round
of Public Consultation
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Submissions Received per Corridor

Public Consultation

*including submissions with multiple signatories

• 13,000 submissions received
(including submissions with
multiple signatories)
• 17 public information events
• 28 community forums
• 300 one-to-one meetings
with impacted property
owners
• 70 local residents group
meetings

7

1: Clongriffinto City Centre - 225

9:Greenhillsto City Centre- 76

2: SwordstoCityCentre –767

10: Tallaghtto Terenure– 383

3:BallymuntoCity Centre- 470

11:Kimmageto CityCentre –644

4: FinglastoPhibsborough- 30

12:Rathfarnhamto CityCentre –2,760

5:BlanchardstowntoCityCentre - 538

13:BraytoCity Centre –1,231

6:Lucanto City Centre- 44

14:UCDBallsbridgeto City Centre- 757

7:LiffeyValley to City Centre - 130

15:Blackrockto Merrion– 55

8: ClondalkintoDrimnagh–10

16:RingsendtoCity Centre –19

8

Summary of Key Issues Raised
Traffic and access impacts

Environmental Impacts - Trees

Impact of Displaced Traffic

Impact on Properties (CPO)

Cycling Facilities

Bus Services and Stops

Safety Concerns

Bus Lanes & Road Widening

Community Impacts

Route Specific Issues

Solutions to address issues raised
•
•
•
•
•

Parking and Loading

9

10

Solutions to address issues raised

Benefits of Changes

11

Use of Bus Gates
Introduction of Signal Controlled Priority
Off-line cycle routes
One-way general traffic layouts
Quiet Street Treatments

• 42% reduction in number of properties
potentially impacted
• Urban Realm Improvements
• Enhanced cycling facilities
• Significantly reduced impact on mature
trees

12

Use of Bus Gates
• Northbound Bus Gate at the junction of St. Mobhi Road and
Griffith Avenue will reduce the need to widen St. Mobhi
Road and allow for the retention of trees.
• A new Bus Gate location just north of Kimmage Cross Roads
will result in no widening of Kimmage Road Lower,
eliminating the need for land take in this section.
• Bus Gate on Rathmines Road Lower between Military Road
and Richmond Hill facilitating bus priority and wider
footpaths through Rathmines village.
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Solutions to address issues raised

How a Bus Gate works

Signal Controlled Priority
•
•
•
•

13

Signal Controlled Priority proposed for Botanic Road allowing for
segregated cycle tracks to be provided.
Signal Controlled Priority proposed through Rathgar Village to minimize
impacts on parking and loading, this will also allow Urban Realm
improvements.
Signal Controlled Priority will allow the northbound traffic lane and bus
lane on Manor Street south of Manor Place to merge into a single lane,
facilitating improved cycling facilities and Urban Realm enhancements.
Continuous bus priority and segregated cycle tracks are proposed in
each direction from Morehampton Road to UCD through a combination
of bus lanes and Signal Controlled Priority

14

Solutions to address issues raised

How Signal Controlled Priority works

Off Line Cycle Routes
•
•
•
•
•

15

16

Solutions to address issues raised

17

New cycle/pedestrian bridge over the Royal Canal and new underpass is
proposed under North Circular Road in the Phibsborough area.
Between Griffith Avenue junction and Clontarf Road junction it is
proposed to close Haverty Road to general traffic at St Aidan’s Park,
creating a quiet street for cyclists.
The proposed alternative cycle route on Kildare Road is now redirected
towards the Grand Canal via Clogher Road along which cycle lanes are to
be provided.
Cycleway proposed along the River Poddle between Kimmage
Crossroads and Harold’s Cross
An alternative cycle route is proposed along the Owendoher River in
Rathfarnham, creating a link to the proposed Dodder Greenway and
connecting back to Rathfarnham Road at Rathdown Park.

One-way General Traffic Layouts
• A one-way traffic system and segregated cycle tracks
proposed on Camden Street between Charlotte Way and
Cuffe Street, enhancing cycle facilities and maintaining
commercial loading where feasible.
• St Joseph’s Road to be one-way towards Prussia Street at its
eastern end in order to control local access.
• One-way general traffic system is proposed on Grattan
Crescent removing the impact on trees and allowing for
Urban Realm improvements. To facilitate this a two-way
general traffic system is proposed on Memorial Road.

Solutions to address issues raised

18

Quiet Street Treatments
• A Quiet Street Treatment is to be introduced on Rathdown
Crescent, tying into the Rathfarnham CBC to improve the
cycling network.
• An alternative cycle route will now be facilitated between
Omni Park Shopping Centre and the Shantalla Road junction,
with a Quiet Street Treatment implemented on Lorcan Road
and Shanrath Road.
• Two-way cycle track proposed on Constitution Hill with a
Quiet Street Treatment link to the Liffey Cycle Route.
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Examples of areas with reduced
impact on trees:

Examples of corridors where
property impacts are reduced:
•
•
•
•
•

Ballymun - City Centre: 60% less impacted
properties
Kimmage – City Centre: 75% less impacted
properties
UCD – Ballsbridge: 85% less impacted properties
Rathfarnham – City Centre: 55% less impacted
properties
Finglas – Phibsborough: 50% less impacted
properties

Merrion Road

80% reduction
•
•

19

Baggot Street

90% reduction

St. Mobhi Road

Over 85% reduction

There will be a comprehensive replanting programme during the construction of BusConnects with more trees being replanted
than removed. In addition there are a number of Urban Realm areas identified across the corridors where significant planting
will form an important part of their design.
Where the majority of trees are to be removed they are mostly younger, smaller and less established.

20

Urban Realm
Improvements
21

22

23

24
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What Happens
Next?

25

26

Consultation on Preferred Route Option
• Consultation now open, closing date 17 April
• Public information events across all of the corridors
• One-to-one meetings with potentially impacted properties
(already notified)
• All information on the proposals will be available
on our website:
• All 16 brochures
• Consultation Submission Reports
• Traffic Count Report (November 2019)
• Submissions can be made:
► Email: cbc@busconnects.ie
► Or by Post

27

28

29
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Media Plan
For the second Round of Non – Statutory Public Consultation, we used Radio, Press and Digital.

(Radio was paused on the 15th March 2020, press ran until the 12th March 2020 and digital was
paused on the 18th March following the emergence of Covid-19).
Radio was planned to reach Dublin and the Greater Dublin Area audience, extending into Wicklow. A mixture of national and regional
stations gave us strong coverage for the two weeks the campaign was on-air for. Today FM and Newstalk are national stations and
index high for theDublin commuter audience. Regional stations, 98FM, FM104 and Nova focused on the Dublin
region, while East Coast FM gave us presence in Wicklow.
National print titles were used to gain broad reach. Regional print titles were used to support
this and covered Dublin city and Greater Dublin, including Wicklow.
For Digital, we included Social, Display and Near Targeting. NEAR activity allows us to target users on mobile devices within specific
geo-fenced areas. For Near we targeted busy commuter
routes, all major hospitals, shopping centres and universities/colleges in Dublin city.
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Core Bus Corridor Preferred Route Option Second Round Public Consultation Media
Advertising- Launched 4th March 2020:

Press

2 press ads – Official
launch andPublic Info
Events

13 editions

Irish Times
Irish Indo
Herald
Dublin People
Dublin Gazette (City, North, West and South)Echo
(Tallaght and Clondalkin)
Wicklow Times (North and South)
Wicklow People
Ads re: Public Info Events due to be published
after 12th March 2020 werecancelled due to
Covid 19 ie:
Dublin People – March 16th and 23rd 2020 Dublin
Gazette – March 19th and 26th 2020

Radio
2 radio ads

6 radio stations

Today FM
98 FM
Newstalk
FM104
East Coast
Nova

OOH
Bus Shelter, on boardbus,
Luas Columns, on board
Luas

160 bus shelters Dublin
Bus A2 x 500GAI A2 x
40
24 x Luas Portraits @ Red Line 31 x
Luas Portraits @ Green Line72 x Luas
Straplines @ Red Line
57 x Luas Straplines @ Green Line15 x
Luas Columns @ Both Lines

Social/Digital
Video with VO and
static images

Twitter, Instagram, Facebook
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Radio script:
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Preferred Route Option: Second Round of Non
Statutory Public Consultation – 4th March 2020 - 30th
April 2020
4G Advertising

351
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Press Advertisement for launch:
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Press Advertisement for Public Consultation Information Events:
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Press advertisement published in the Dublin Gazette – 05 March 2020:
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Press advertisement published in the The Irish Times – 05 March 2020:
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Press advertisement published in the Herald – 05 March 2020:
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Press advertisement published in the The Echo – 05 March 2020:
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Press advertisement published in the Irish Independent – 05 March 2020:
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Press advertisement published in the The Herald – 06 March 2020:
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Press advertisement published in the Wicklow Times – 10 March 2020:
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Press advertisement published in the Northside People East – 11 March 2020:
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Press advertisement published in the Northside People West – 11 March 2020:
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Press advertisement published in the Southside People – 11 March 2020:
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Press advertisement published in the Dublin Gazette – 12 March 2020:

111

Clongriffin to City Centre / Core Bus Corridor Scheme

Appendix

Press advertisement published in the The Echo – 12 March 2020:
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5. Preferred Route Option: Third Round of NonStatutory Public Consultation - 4th November
2020 – 16th December 2020
Clongriffin to City Centre Core Bus Corridor
5A Preferred Route Option Brochure - November 2020 English
 Irish Cover
 Easy to read
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Third Round of Public Consultation
November 2020

SUSTAINABLE TRANSPORT FOR A BETTER CITY.
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BusConnects Core Bus Corridors / 1. Clongriffin > City Centre

1. Introduction
Project Ireland 2040

1.1 What is BusConnects?

Clongriffin to City Centre

/ Core Bus Corridor Scheme

BusConnects is the National Transport Authority’s (NTA)
programme to greatly improve bus and sustainable transport
services.It is a key part of the Government’s polices to
improve public transport and address climate change in
Dublin and other cities. Dublin is growing and needs a bus
network that works for a developing city. The aim of
BusConnects isto deliver an enhanced bus system that is
betterfor the city, its people and the environment.

National
Development Plan
2018—2027

g o v . ie /2 0 4 0

N a t i o n a l T ra n sp o rt A u t h o ri t y
Transport S trategy for the Greater Dublin A rea 2016 -2035

Transport Strategy
for the Greater Dublin
Area 2016 - 2035

20
35

BusConnects is included in the Programme for
Government “Our Shared Future” 2020, as well as within
the following Government strategies:
Ĥ The National Development Plan 2018 - 2027;
Ĥ Transport Strategy for the GreaterDublin
Area 2016 - 2035
Ĥ The Climate Action Plan 2019.

1

CLIMATE
ACTION
PLAN
2019
To Tackle Climate Breakdown
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BusConnects Core Bus Corridors / 1. Clongriffin > City Centre

BusConnects Dublin is a programme of 9 elements

BUS

230km of bus priority making journeys faster and more reliable

CYCLE

200km of cycle routes
State of the art

ticketing
system

Transitioning to a new

low emissions bus fleet

€€

Simpler
fare
structure

P+

New Park & Ride
sites in key locations

New bus stopsand
shelters

with better signage and information

Appendix

Cashless
payment
system
New bus
livery
providing a common style across all operators

Dublin area bus
network redesign

creating a more efficient network with high frequency
spines, new orbital routes and increased bus services
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1.2 What are the aims and objectives of BusConnects Core Bus Corridors?
Aims: The aim of BusConnects Core Bus Corridors is to provide enhanced walking, cycling and bus infrastructure on key access corridors in the Dublin region, which will
enable and deliver efficient, safe, and integrated sustainable transport movement along these corridors.
Objectives:
+

Enhance the capacity and potential of the
public transport system by improving bus speeds,

Clongriffin to City Centre
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reliability and punctualitythrough the provision of bus lanes
and other measures to provide priority to bus movement
over general traffic movements;

+

+

+

Support the delivery of an efficient,low
carbon and climate resilient public transport
service, which supports the achievement of Ireland’s

Improve accessibility to jobs,
education and other social and
economic opportunities throughthe

emission reduction targets;

provision of improved sustainable connectivity
and integration with other public transport
services; and

Enhance the potential for cyclingby
providing safe infrastructure
for cycling, segregated from general trafficwherever
practicable;

Enable compact growth, regeneration
opportunities and more effective use of land in
Dublin, for present and future generations, through the

Ensure that the public realm is carefully
considered in the design and development of the

provision of safe and efficient sustainable transport

points
where appropriate and feasible.

networks;
3

transport infrastructure andseek to enhance key urban focal
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1.3 What has happened so far?

1.4 What is in this brochure?

Between November 2018 and May 2019 the National Transport
Authority (NTA) carried out the first round of public consultation
regarding proposals for the Emerging Preferred Routes of 16 Core
Bus Corridors(CBC) across Dublin. During this first round of
consultation we received 13,000 submissions in total.
These submissions were reviewed and considered as part of the
design process for the Preferred Routeoption for each corridor.

This document is one of 16, each dedicated to a single
core bus corridor. The document
provides a written description of the Preferred Route from
start to finish with supporting maps.It includes all revisions
made, if any, since the last round of public consultation. It
also includesa revised timeline for the progress of the
programme due to Covid19 implications.

A second round of public consultation on thePreferred
Route options commenced in March2020 and continued
until mid-April 2020. Not
withstanding the Covid-19 pandemic and subsequentGovernment
restrictions, the consultation continued due to the level of interest.
The focus of public queries and submissions came through
emails, post, phone conversations and online submissions as all the
information was available on the BusConnects website for review.

The brochures detailing the EmergingPreferred
Route and the brochures from the second
round of consultation earlier this year
are available to view and
download on our website
www.busconnects.ie.

Definitions of the terminologyused in
the document can befound in
chapter 4 of this
this brochure.

Appendix

It was decided in March that an additional third roundof public
consultation would take place in the latter part of this year to
provide further opportunities
for the public to review and submit feedback to thelatest set of
designs.
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2. What has been
happening over the
last number ofmonths?
Considerable design work has been continuingsince the last
round of consultation. This workincludes the following:

Clongriffin to City Centre

/ Core Bus Corridor Scheme

2.1 Technical Design
Designs have progressed with further refinements being
made to elements of each corridor such as junctions,
alignments, bus stops, cycling and walking facilities, and
urbanrealm features. Engagement with stakeholdersis
continuing including engagement with individual
householders directly impacted. Thedeveloping design has
been, and continues
to be, informed by stakeholder engagement and further
detailed surveys. These include the identification of
underground services anddetailed assessment of trees
along the routes.

Draft Preferred Route Option Reports havebeen
prepared for each CBC detailing the

7

development of each corridor from the Emerging
Preferred Route through to the draftPreferred Route Option.
These draft “PreferredRoute Option Reports” are being
published
as part of the public consultation and will befinalised
following this third round of public consultation and the
inclusion of feedback received. These draft reports are
available to view and download on the website
www.busconnects.ie.

2.2 Environmental Impact
Assessment
As part of the intended planning application for each
corridor, the NTA will be preparing an Environmental
Impact Assessment Report(EIAR) in accordance with
current Irish and European legislation. This document
will identify the anticipated environmental effects
of the scheme during both the construction andoperational
stages. This assessment is being undertaken by
environmental specialists on behalf of the NTA. As part of
this assessment, these specialists are undertaking studies of
the current condition of the receiving environment within
the identified corridor extents. This involves a combination
of on-site surveys and desktop study of existing records. At
the time

of this public consultation, various surveys and studies are
underway. The information collectedwill also be shared with
the technical designers for consideration in the design
decision makingprocess for the infrastructure works.

Further details of the environmental assessmentapproach for
each scheme are outlined
in an individual corridor document called
“Information on the Proposed Approach to
Environmental Assessment”. This documentgives a
more in-depth description of the determination of the
extents of anticipated impacts and how the cumulative
impacts
of adjacent core bus corridors and other construction
projects will be assessed.
These draft reports are available to view and download on the
website www.busconnects.ie.

2.3 Transport Impact
The transport assessment of the core bus corridor
proposals is focussed on the
“movement of people” rather than, solely, the “movement
of vehicles”. In order to adequatelydetermine the impact on
public transport, active modes (walking and cycling), and
generaltraffic, a comprehensive suite of transport models
have been developed.

/ Core Bus Corridor Scheme
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An extensive set of traffic counts were undertakenin late 2019
and early 2020 and this data, along with other sources, has
been used to calibrate andvalidate the models to assist in the
evaluation of the core bus corridors. On a strategic level, the
Eastern Regional Model has been used to forecastthe modal
split for future years. At a more refinedlevel, a Local Area
Model has been developed to examine the potential
displacement of traffic.
In addition, detailed modelling is ongoing interms of
junction and corridor analysis testsand to quantify the
effect on the movementof people through each junction
and along the corridor itself.

Each EIAR will contain a section on thepotential
traffic and transport impacts associated with the
construction and operational phases of the core
bus corridors. This assessment will be
informed by the following reports:

Appendix

Ĥ Transport Impact Assessment (TIA)
– this will include the comprehensive
assessment of each core bus corridorcovering
all modes and will include
a cumulative assessment of all
corridors; and
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Ĥ Transport Modelling Report – this will detail the
model development, data inputs,calibration and
validation, and forecast model development for the
set of models used to support the assessment.

Clongriffin to City Centre
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A draft, work-in-progress version of the “Transport
Modelling Reports” for each core bus corridor, together
with a summary of the work-in-progress strategic
modelling results to-date, are being published as part of the
public consultation and will be finalised following
this third round of public consultation and theinclusion of
feedback received. These draft reports are available to
view and downloadon the website www.busconnects.ie.

2.4 Urban Realm
In tandem with the technical design work on finalising the
road alignment in the urban cross sections across the core
bus corridors, planninghas also progressed for refining the
Urban Realm design proposals. These designs are being
developed in consultation with the local authorities to
ensure tie-in to existing schemes and initiatives. The NTA is
focusing on finishing the layout of spaces, considering
desire lines (how people want to move through spaces) and

9

the placement of urban furniture (trees, bins,bollards,
benches, bike stands, railings, etc.)
Urban Realm improvement opportunities along the routes
present themselves through the civil/physical works
needed to reach the BusConnects objective to provide bus
priority,along with improved cycling and pedestrian
facilities. All put together, the core bus corridorsprovide an
opportunity for lots of continuous interventions that,
together, can give a general city-wide lift.

The Urban Realm improvement opportunities are spread
out along the core bus corridors and need to respond to
and reflect specific locality and context. In the design of
the urbanspaces we will be using appropriate materials and
urban furniture that comply with standardsfor use,
durability and maintenance as well as carbon footprint
considerations.

Further details of the urban realm design approach can be
found in a document called “BusConnects Urban Realm
Concept Design” published as part of the public
consultation. This document is available to view and
download on the website www.busconnects.ie.

2.5 Compulsory Purchase Maps&
Schedules
In tandem with the technical design work the designers
will be starting the work of preparingthe various maps and
schedules of areas
that are proposed to be acquired under the statutory
compulsory purchase order process(CPO). The attached
Maps in this brochure indicate Proposed New Boundaries
(Possible Land Acquisition) represented by broken
red lines. These boundaries are indicative of potential areas
for permanent CPO, and are notyet finalised. As detailed
plots are finalised the designers will be continuing to seek
to meet those with an interest in the impacted areas.

In some cases there may also be a need to realign
driveways and/or redo the landscapingof property front
gardens, or reorganise business accesses and/or loading
areas. Someof these works may be outside the permanent
CPO area, and consequently there may be a need to put
in place temporary arrangementsto ensure access during
construction to carry out necessary accommodation
works. Similar to the permanent CPO development, the
designers will be continuing to seek to meet those with an
interest in the impacted areas.

/ Core Bus Corridor Scheme
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2.6 Timeline for the Core Bus Corridor Process

2020
ENGAGEMENT

STATUTORY PROCESS

Confirmation of
Preferred Route
Option Ĥ

An Bord Pleanála
Application

Ĥ Finalisation of Preferred
Route (Q1 2021)

Ĥ Statutory Consultation in
accordance with the legislative
requirements

Ĥ Submission of Statutory
Planning Application to An
Bord Pleanála

Consultation on
Preferred Route (Q4 2020)

Preparation of Statutory
Application

2022

2027

CONSTRUCTION
Construction Commences on a Phased Basis
- Each corridor upgrade will take
approximately 2 years to complete

Ĥ An Bord Pleanála deliberations
including an Oral Hearing where
required

Ĥ Optimise Engineering Design

Ĥ An Bord Pleanála to:

Ĥ Prepare Environmental Impact
Assessment Report

1. approve the application,
approve with conditions, or refuse
the application; and

Ĥ Define property requirementsand
prepare CPO.

Appendix

2021

2. confirm, amend, or rejectthe
CPO.
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3. How to take part
in the public
consultation

Clongriffin to City Centre

/ Core Bus Corridor Scheme

This brochure provides details of the proposed
Preferred Route Option for this core bus corridor. These
proposals are subjectto a third non-statutory round of
public consultation, and subsequent design refinement
and environmental impact assessment, before a formal
statutory application will be made by the NTA to An
Bord Pleanála for approval.

project. All previous emerging preferred routebrochures
are available on the website. Users can access the site to
find out more about
the project and download copies of the keydocuments.

General queries can be directed to a dedicatedFreephone –
1800 303 653 or by email to cbc@busconnects.ie

3.2 How to engage
We are inviting submissions in relation to the
Preferred Route Options set out in this document. The
closing date for submissionsis stated on the website.

Virtual consultation rooms for each Core Bus
Corridor can be found on www.busconnects.ie.
These rooms will
provide a description of each Preferred Route from start
to finish with supporting maps and include information of
all revisions made, if any,since the last round of public
consultation as well as other supporting documents.

3.1 General queries
The project website www.busconnects.ie hasa dedicated
section for the Core Bus Corridor
1
1

Written submissions and observationsmay be
made by:
cbc@busconnects.ie
BusConnects Core Bus Corridors
National Transport Authority,
Dún Scéine, Harcourt Lane, Dublin 2D02
WT20

3.3 What happens next?
Following the third round of public consultation,the NTA
will finalise the Preferred Route Optionsfor all sixteen
corridors. The scheme designs will be finalised, transport
and environmental impact assessments will be completed.
This will culminate in the preparation of an Environmental
Impact Assessment Report (EIAR) for the scheme together
with details of land to be acquired. This will be submitted
to An Bord Pleanála in 2021 for its consideration and
determination. A formal statutory consultation process will
be undertaken as partof that process.
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4.1 Overview

4. Preferred Route
Description

The Core Bus Corridor (CBC) commences at Clongriffin
DART Station, and is routed via Clongriffin Main Street
which will be extended to join the Malahide Road at a new
junction to the north of Clare Hall Junction. The CBC is
thenrouted via Malahide Road to the junction with Marino
Mart/Fairview. From here the CBC ties into a separate
project, Clontarf to City Centre Cycle Scheme currently
proposed by Dublin CityCouncil.
The following paragraphs will describe each section of the
CBC in more detail, identifyingthe key design revisions
which have been
incorporated into the design since the publicationof the
Preferred Route Option in March 2020.

4.2 Clongriffin DART Stationto
Malahide Road via Clongriffin
Main Street
At Clongriffin DART Station, it is proposed to retain the
existing pedestrian, bus stop and bus turnaround facilities. It
is intended to route busesthrough Clongriffin Main Street,
minor works areproposed for this existing section of the
Main Street. Existing bus and cycle infrastructure will be
maintained. At Priory Hall the route will align
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with Dublin City Council’s proposed Belmayne Main Street
and Belmayne Avenue Scheme which extends to a new
junction at the MalahideRoad. This will include a new bus,
cycle and taxi only access onto the Malahide Road.
General traffic will not be permitted to use this access,
access to Main Street for general traffic will remain
unchanged through Belmayne.

4.3 Mayne River Avenueto
Gracefield Road – Malahide
Road
The CBC is then proposed to be routed along the Malahide
Road to the junction with the R105at Marino Mart/Fairview.
The following junctionsare intended to be upgraded to
provide bus priority and enhanced pedestrian and cyclist

Appendix

facilities:

Ĥ

Malahide Road/Clarehall Avenue;

Ĥ

Malahide Road/Entrance to Clarehall
Shopping Centre;

Ĥ

Malahide Road/Blunden Drive/PriorswoodRoad;

Ĥ

Malahide Road/Tonglegee Road/BrookvilleCrescent;
and

Park. It is proposed that southbound cyclists are redirected
onto the adjoining St. Brendan’s Avenue using a Quiet
Street Treatment. Cyclists can then re-join the Malahide

Ĥ

Malahide Road/Gracefield Road.

Road at GracefieldRoad.

Between Clarehall Avenue and Blunden Drive, a single bus
lane and two general traffic lanes willbe maintained in each
direction.

It is proposal to upgrade the existing roundabout
at Gracefield Road to a fullysignalised junction.

It is proposed to upgrade the existing roundabout on
Blunden Drive to a fully signalised junction. This
modification will involvethe removal of some median
hedging and trees,however there will be compensatory
planting atthe junction.

4.4 Gracefield Road and Clontarf
Road–Malahide Road

Between Blunden Drive and Greencastle Road the
proposed Toucan Crossing has been relocated to align
more directly with thepedestrian and segregated cycle

Ĥ

Malahide Road/Collins Avenue;

track linkingAyrefield Drive and Malahide Road.

Ĥ

Malahide Road/Copeland Avenue/GriffithAvenue;
and

Ĥ

Malahide Road/Clontarf Road.

Between Tonlegee Road junction and Gracefield Road
junction, it is intended to retainthe single bus lane and
general traffic lane
in each direction. A northbound segregatedcycle track
will be provided in the area between the Malahide
Road and Brookville

Between Gracefield Road and Clontarf Roadjunctions,
it is proposed to upgrade the following junctions on the
Malahide Road:

Between Gracefield Road junction and Killester Avenue, it
is intended to provide a continuous bus lane with a single
general traffic lane in eachdirection. Segregated cycle tracks
and footpath

14
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facilities will be maintained through this section.To
accommodate this, limited areas of land takewill be required
from private properties. The indicative extents of this land
take are included in the Appendix of this brochure.
Between Kilmore Road junction and Killester Avenue
the western cycle track and footpath is within the green
area to minimise any impact on the existing wall and
trees.

direction. Currently, there are no continuoussegregated
cycle tracks in each direction on this section. This
issue is proposed to be
addressed by road widening works which will involve land
take between Donnycarney Churchand Clancarthy Road,
Clontarf Golf Club and Bowling Club grounds and
Nazareth House. Theindicative extents of this land take are
included in the Appendix of this brochure.

Between Killester Avenue junction and Collins Avenue, it
is proposed to maintain the road cross-section as described
in the previous section. The existing road between these
junctions requires widening to accommodate the necessary
lane widths and bus stop facilities. Land take will only be
employed in Maypark to enable the retention of the mature
trees and heritage wall. Between Mayfield Park and Collins
Avenue it is proposed to utilise someland take from private
properties. The indicativeextents of this land take are

The proposed works may also require the removal of
existing trees currently located on traffic islands or between
the existing road and footpath, although opportunities to
enhance thestreetscape have been identified as part of this
review.

included in the Appendix of this brochure.

Along the Malahide Road between the Collins Avenue
junction and the Griffith Avenue junction, it is intended to
provide a continuous bus lane with a single general traffic
lane in each

15

Between the Griffith Avenue junction and the Clontarf
Road junction, it is proposed to continue the bus and
general traffic lanes in each direction. There are
currently only three
traffic lanes on this section of road. To facilitate the new
four lane arrangement, it is intended toutilise limited land
take from adjacent propertiesat the following locations:

Ĥ

Between Copeland Avenue and MarinoAvenue;

Ĥ

Between Charlemont Road and
Crescent Place; and

Ĥ

Between Brian Road and St. Aidan’s Park.

It is proposed to provide an alternative cycle route using a
Quiet Street Treatment running parallel to the Malahide
Road along Brian Road,Carleton Road and Haverty Road.
Cyclists will then re-join Marino Mart and connect with
the Clontarf to City Centre Cycle Scheme. It isproposed
to close Haverty Road for vehiculartraffic at the St
Aidan’s Park end of the street.This proposal will also
help to further reduce through-traffic on Brian Road,
Carleton Roadand Haverty Road.

The proposed bus lane works will tie into the intended bus
and cycle facilities on Clontarf Road, which are being
advanced by Dublin CityCouncil and have received
planning approval.

/ Core Bus Corridor Scheme
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4.6 Key Facts
Ĥ Approximate number of propertiesthat may
be impacted

99

4.5 Key Changes from the PreferredRoute
Published in March 2020

Ĥ Approximate number of on-street parking
spaces that may be removed

70

Ĥ

The layout of all bus stops along the routehave been
enhanced;

Ĥ Approximate number of trees thatmay be
removed

80

Ĥ

Some bus stop locations have changed;

Ĥ

Cycle facilities have been updated;

Ĥ

Malahide Road/ Clarehall Avenue updated toallow
cycle crossings on all arms.

Ĥ Approximate route length:

8kms

Ĥ Approximate cycle route length:

8kms

Ĥ Current bus journey time:
Ĥ BusConnects journey time:

Appendix

Ĥ Future Bus journey time without
BusConnects:

up to 65 mins
30-35 mins

85 mins +
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5. Understandingthe
terminology

Clongriffin to City Centre

/ Core Bus Corridor Scheme

1. Core Bus Corridor (CBC):
Part of the overall BusConnects Programme is to create
16 radial core bus corridors (CBC).A CBC is an existing
road with bus priority sothat buses can operate
efficiently, reliably andpunctually. This generally means
full length dedicated bus lanes on both sides of the road
from start to finish of each corridor or other
measures to ensure that buses are not delayedin general
traffic congestion. The bus lanes willbe alongside
segregated cycle lanes/tracks where feasible and general
traffic.

2. Segregated Cycle Tracks:
A segregated cycle track is a separate section of the road
dedicated for cycling only. This space will generally be
isolated from other vehicular traffic by a physical kerb.
Where is it not physically possible to have segregated cycle
tracks there will be the option of quiet roads and shared
cycling on reduced speed roads forcyclists.
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3. Emerging Preferred Route (EPR):

5. Bus Gate

The NTA published outline plans for each of the16 CBCs in
a non-statutory public consultation process in 2018/2019.
The options were called Emerging Preferred Routes
(EPR), in some cases with multiple sub-options, to inform
the public of the likely layout of the roadway with the
necessary CBC infrastructure in place. Theyincluded
possible impacts on front gardens, and likely changes to
how traffic will operate tofacilitate bus priority.

4. Preferred Route Option (PRO):
Following consideration of the public submissions about
the 16 EPR’s, the core bus corridor proposals have been
reviewed and amended. They are now being presented as
thePreferred Route Option (PRO) and are subject to a
further round of non-statutory public consultation.

They are not final proposals as they are subjectto further
consideration from this round of public consultation and
also subsequent examination in the context of
environmental impact assessment.

A Bus Gate is a sign-posted short length of stand-alone
bus lane. This short length of road is restricted exclusively
to buses, taxis and cyclists plus emergency vehicles. It
facilitates bus priority by removing general through traffic
along the overall road where the bus gate is located.
General traffic will be directed by signage to divert away
to other roads before they arrive at the bus gate. To see an
animationof a how a Bus Gate will work, please visit our
website www.busconnects.ie.

/ Core Bus Corridor Scheme
Clongriffin to City Centre
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6. Signal Controlled Priority (SCP):
Signal Control Priority uses traffic signals to enable buses
to get priority ahead of other traffic on single lane road
sections, but it is typically only effective for short
distances. This typically arises where the bus lane cannot
continue due to obstructions on the roadway. An example
might be when a road has pinchpoints where it narrows due to existing buildingsor structures
that cannot be removed to
widen the road to make space for a bus lane. It works
through the use of traffic signal controls (typically at
junctions) where the bus lane and general traffic will be
stopped at the signal to allow the bus pass through the
narrow section first, when the bus has passed the general
trafficwill then be allowed through the lights. To see an

animation of a how Signal Controlled Prioritywill work,
please visit our website www.busconnects.ie

7. Toucan Crossing:
A Toucan Crossing is a roadway crossing designed to
enable both pedestrians and cyclists to cross the road
with purposefullydesigned signal controls.

8. Quiet Street Treatment:
Where CBC roadway widths cannot facilitatecyclists
without significant impact on bus priority, alternative
cycle routes are exploredfor short distances away from
the CBC bus
route. Such offline options may include directing

Signal Controlled Priority (SCP)

Appendix

1. Traffic proceeds as normal.

2. As the bus approaches, thelight
signal changes to halt general
traffic.

3. The bus has priority to
proceed.

cyclist along streets with minimal general trafficother than
car users who live on the street.
They are called Quiet Streets due to the low amount of
general traffic and are deemed suitable for cyclists sharing
the roadway with the general traffic without the need to
constructsegregated cycle tracks or painted cycle lanes. The
Quiet Street Treatment would involve appropriate advisory
signage for both the general road users and cyclists.

9. Urban Realm:
Urban Realm refers to the everyday street spaces that are
used by people to cross, shop,socialise, play and use for
activities such as walking, exercise or commuting to/from
work. The Urban Realm encompasses all streets, squares,
junctions and other rights-of-way in residential,
commercial and civic use areas as well as seating, trees
and other enhancements.When well designed and laid out
with care in acommunity setting, it enhances the everyday
lives of residents and those passing through.

4. When the bus has cleared the junction,
general traffic proceeds.
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MAP 5: Preferred Route
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MAP 9: Preferred Route
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MAP 12: Preferred Route

© Ordnance Survey Ireland Government of Ireland. All rights reserved.
Licence Number 2020/OSi_NMA_180 National Transport Authority.

BUS

NO RIGHT
TURN

EXCEPT
BU SE S

/ Core Bus Corridor Scheme

LÁNA
BUS

LEGEND:

NO RIGHT
TURN

BUS LANE
CYCLE TRACK
FOOTPATH
CARRIAGEWAY

TYPICAL CROSS SECTION

GRASS AREA / VERGE

Clongriffin to City Centre

PEDESTRIAN PRIORITY ZONE
BUS STOP LOCATIONS

BOUNDARY
WALL

EXISTING TREE TO BE RETAINED

BOUNDARY
WALL

EXISTING TREE TO BE REMOVED
PROPOSED TREES
EXISTING BOUNDARY
PROPOSED NEW BOUNDARY
(POSSIBLE LAND ACQUISITION)

2.00m
0

5.0

10.0

20.0

30.0

40.0

FOOTPATH
BAR SCALE

4.80m

VARIES
min
1.65m

50.0m

TRAFFIC LANE

VERGE

BUS

3.00m
TRAFFIC

VARIES
min 4.00m
CENTRAL

3.00m
TRAFFIC

3.00m
BUS

2.00m
CYCLE

LANE

LANE

MEDIAN

LANE

LANE

TRACK

3.00m

VARIES
min 2.75m
VERGE

4.80m
TRAFFIC
LANE

VARIES
min
1.40m
FOOTPATH

/ Core Bus Corridor Scheme

MAP 13: Preferred Route

BusConnects Core Bus Corridors / 1. Clongriffin > City Centre

© Ordnance Survey Ireland Government of Ireland. All rights reserved.
Licence Number 2020/OSi_NMA_180 National Transport Authority.

Clongriffin to City Centre

NEW RIGHT TURN LANE

NO RIGHT
TURN

LEGEND:
BUS LANE
CYCLE TRACK
FOOTPATH

TYPICAL CROSS SECTION

CARRIAGEWAY
GRASS AREA / VERGE
PEDESTRIAN PRIORITY ZONE
BUS STOP LOCATIONS

BOUNDARY
WALL

BOUNDARY
WALL

EXISTING TREE TO BE RETAINED
EXISTING TREE TO BE REMOVED
PROPOSED TREES
EXISTING BOUNDARY

Appendix

PROPOSED NEW BOUNDARY
(POSSIBLE LAND ACQUISITION)

0

5.0

10.0

20.0

30.0

BAR SCALE

40.0

50.0m

VARIES

4.80m

VARIES
min 3.65m

3.00m

3.00m

VARIES
min 3.65m

3.00m

3.00m

VARIES
min 3.65m

FOOTPATH

TRAFFIC LANE

VERGE

BUS
LANE

TRAFFIC
LANE

CENTRAL
MEDIAN

TRAFFIC
LANE

BUS
LANE

VERGE

2.75m

2.10m

CYCLE
TRACK
WITH
BUFFER
ZONE

PARKING
BAY

4.80m
TRAFFIC
LANE

VARIES
FOOTPATH

Appendix

BusConnects Core Bus Corridors / 1. Clongriffin > City Centre

MAP 14: Preferred Route
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BusConnects Core Bus Corridors / 1. Clongriffin > City Centre

MAP 16: Preferred Route
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Urban Realm concept Malahide Road - St. Davids Wood

BusConnects Core Bus Corridors / 1. Clongriffin > City Centre

Appendix

BusConnects Core Bus Corridors / 1. Clongriffin > City Centre

MAP 17: Preferred Route
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BusConnects Core Bus Corridors / 1. Clongriffin > City Centre

MAP 19: Preferred Route
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BusConnects Core Bus Corridors / 1. Clongriffin > City Centre

MAP 21: Preferred Route
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1

An Tríú Babhta Comhairliúcháin
Phoiblí Samhain 2020

SUSTAINABLE TRANSPORT FOR A BETTER CITY.
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Easy to Read Version

Core Bus Corridors
Clongriffin to City Centre
There has been a lot of thinking and work on
the best routes for bus corridors.
These are known as Emerging Preferred
Routes.

One route goes from Clongriffin to the City
Centre.
This bus corridor will start at Clongriffin DART
station.

It will go along the Malahide Road to Marino
Mart and Fairview.
The bus corridor will then link with the Clontarf
to City Centre Cycle Scheme.

It will continue along North Strand Road and
Amiens Street, and onto the bus lanes on the
North Quays.

1
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Now, the bus journey from Clongriffin to the City
Centre takes over one hour.
With the bus corridor, this journey will take up to
35 minutes.

The route is around 10 kilometres.

There will be 6 kilometres of new cycle lanes.

We need to make changes along the route to
make room for the bus corridor.
For example, changing the road layouts, taking
down and replacing some trees, taking away
parking spaces, making changes to some
gardens.

You will find a map for this route and an
information booklet at:
www.busconnects.ie
2
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Appendix

5. Preferred Route Option: Third Round of NonStatutory Public Consultation – 4th November
2020 – 16th December 2020
5B Public Representative Engagement
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Correspondence with local public representatives regarding a briefing ahead of the
launch of the Emerging Preferred Route Option third round of non-statutory public
consultation on 04 November 2020:

Local Public Representatives
BusConnects Dublin - Virtual Briefing for Public Representatives

From: BusConnects Core Bus Corridor
Sent: Monday 2 November 2020 14:13
Subject: BusConnects Dublin - Core Bus Corridors (Bus Priority & Cycle Lanes/Tracks)Virtual Briefing
for Public Representatives

SAVE THE DATE – WEDNESDAY, 04th
NOVEMBER 2020
VIRTUAL BRIEFING FOR PUBLIC REPRESENTATIVES:
BusConnects Dublin – Core Bus Corridors(Bus
Priority & Cycle Lanes/Tracks)

Third Round Of Public Consultation Commences
When: Wednesday, 04th November 2020
Where: Online Webinar via Zoom
Time: 2pm – 3pm
**Registration Required in Advance**

Dear Public Representative,
On Wednesday 04th November 2020, the National Transport Authority (NTA) will commence the third
round of public consultation, of Preferred Route Options for the 16 Core Bus Corridors of BusConnects
Dublin. The Core Bus Corridors aims to deliver230km of bus priority and 200km of cycle lanes/tracks.
The consultation period will run from Wednesday 04th November until Wednesday16th December 2020.
A second round of public consultation on the Preferred Route options commenced in March 2020 and
continued until mid-April 2020. Due to the pandemic and Government
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Local Public Representatives
BusConnects Dublin - Virtual Briefing for Public Representatives

restrictions, it was decided by the NTA in March that an additional third round of public consultation
would take place later in the year to provide further opportunitiesfor the public to review and submit
feedback to the latest set of designs.
These proposals are subject to a third non-statutory round of public consultation, and subsequent design
refinement and environmental impact assessment, before a formal statutory application will be made by the
NTA to An Bord Pleanála for approval duringthe first quarter of 2021.
Due to the ongoing Covid-19 restrictions, this public consultation will take placeusing virtual and
online facilities. However, potentially impacted property ownerswill be contacted directly by
BusConnects and offered one to one calls with ourdesign team members.
For the general public there will be a range of public consultation facilities:
• Virtual Public Information Rooms – A virtual information room has been created for each of
the 16 Core Bus Corridors. These can be accessed throughour website www.busconnects.ie from
12 noon on Wednesday 04th Novemberand will remain open for a six week period. Each virtual
room provides details of the Preferred Route Option for each of the corridors including maps
and supporting documentation. There will also be an Audio option available for thevirtual
information room.
• Website – Updated versions of the 16 Core Bus Corridor Brochures will be available to
view and download on our website www.busconnects.ie andadditional supporting
documentation. The brochures will also be available inHTML, PDF and Audio versions on
our website.
• Community Forums – We will carry out a series of Community Forums via online
webinars and details of those dates and invitations will be issued toForum members following
Wednesday’s launch.
• General queries and Submissions – Submissions and general queries can besent to our email
address cbc@busconnects.ie or to our NTA postal address.
If there are queries that cannot be answered through the information on thewebsite or at the
Community Forums, there is a Freephone number 1800 303653.
We will be issuing, by email on Wednesday morning, further details of the proposalsto all public
representatives in the areas covered by the corridors, including dates and
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Local Public Representatives
BusConnects Dublin - Virtual Briefing for Public Representatives

details for the Community Forums.
In addition, we have arranged an online briefing session via Zoom for all public representatives on
Wednesday 04th November from 2pm – 3pm. All public representatives across the Dublin region are
invited to join this briefing where representatives of the NTA and the BusConnects team will provide
information onthe third round of public consultation and address any queries that you may have.
Please note, you must register for the meeting in advance.
Registering for Virtual Briefing:
You are invited to a Zoom webinar. When: Nov 4,
2020 02:00 PM Dublin
Topic: BusConnects Dublin – Core Bus Corridors Public Representatives BriefingRegister in
advance for this webinar:
https://zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_4t8syDQiSW-k6z5pbToQbg

After registering, you will receive a confirmation email containing information aboutjoining the
webinar.
We look forward to seeing you on the online briefing on Wednesday.Yours Sincerely,
Bus Connects Team
National Transport Authority
Dún Scéine Harcourt
LaneDublin 2
D02 WT20
Freephone: 1800 303 653
Web: www.busconnects.ie

MORE PEOPLE, TO MORE PLACES, MORE OFTEN
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Correspondence with local public representatives regarding the launch of the
Emerging Preferred Route Option third round of non-statutory public
consultation on 04 November 2020:

Local Public Representatives
BusConnects Dublin - CBC Virtual Briefing for Public Representatives

From: BusConnects Core Bus Corridor
Sent: Wednesday 4 November 2020 11:37
Subject: BusConnects Dublin - Core Bus Corridors (Bus Priority & Cycle Lanes/Tracks) Virtual
Briefing for Public Representatives

Dear Public Representative,
Today, the National Transport Authority (NTA) announced details of the third roundof public
consultation, of Preferred Route Options for the 16 Core Bus Corridors of BusConnects Dublin. The
Core Bus Corridors aims to deliver 230km of bus priorityand 200km of cycle lanes/tracks.
The consultation period will run from Wednesday 04th November until Wednesday16th December 2020.
A second round of public consultation on the Preferred Route options commencedin March 2020 and
continued until mid-April 2020. Due to the pandemic and Government restrictions, it was decided by the
NTA in March that an additional thirdround of public consultation would take place later in the year to
provide further
opportunities for the public to review and submit feedback to the latest set of designs.
These proposals are subject to a third non-statutory round of public consultation, and subsequent design
refinement and environmental impact assessment, before a formal statutory application will be made by the
NTA to An Bord Pleanála for approval duringthe first quarter of 2021.
Due to the ongoing Covid-19 restrictions, this public consultation will take placeusing virtual and
online facilities. However, potentially impacted property ownerswill be contacted directly by
BusConnects and offered one to one calls with ourdesign team members.
For the general public there will be a range of public consultation facilities:
• Virtual Public Information Rooms – A virtual information room has been
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Local Public Representatives
BusConnects Dublin - CBC Virtual Briefing for Public Representatives

created for each of the 16 Core Bus Corridors. These can be accessed on our website
www.busconnects.ie and will remain open for a six week period. Each virtual room provides
details of the Preferred Route Option for each of the corridors including maps and supporting
documentation. There is also an Audiooption available for the virtual information room.

• Website – Updated versions of the 16 Core Bus Corridor Brochures as well as additional

supporting documentation are available to view and download on ourwebsite www.busconnects.ie .
The brochures are also available in HTML, PDF and Audio versions on our website.
• Community Forums – We will carry out a series of Community Forums via online webinars.

Please find attached the schedule for the Community Forum meetings which begin on Tuesday
10th November. Community Forum memberswill receive an email a week in advance of their
meeting with a link to register. After registering, they will receive a confirmation email containing
information about joining the meeting. Please note all Community Forum members must be
registered before 2pm on the day of the forum.
• General queries and Submissions – Submissions and general queries can besent to our email

address cbc@busconnects.ie or to our NTA postal address. If there are queries that cannot be
answered through the information on thewebsite or at the Community Forums, there is a
Freephone number 1800 303653.
We would also like to remind you of our online briefing session via Zoom for all public
representatives which takes place today from 2pm – 3pm. All publicrepresentatives across the
Dublin region are invited to join this briefing where
representatives of the NTA and the BusConnects team will provide information on the third round of
public consultation and address any queries that you may have. Please note, you must register for the
meeting in advance.
Registering for Virtual Briefing (For Public Representatives Only):
You are invited to a Zoom webinar.
When: Nov 4, 2020 02:00 PM Dublin
Topic: BusConnects Dublin – Core Bus Corridors Public RepresentativesBriefing
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Local Public Representatives
BusConnects Dublin - CBC Virtual Briefing for Public Representatives

Register in advance for this webinar:
https://zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_4t8syDQiSW-k6z5pbToQbg
After registering, you will receive a confirmation email containinginformation about
joining the webinar.
In conclusion, we look forward to continuing working with you in the coming weeks and months in order
to vastly improve the bus and cycling experience for those whowish to use sustainable transport modes
in and around the city.
Yours Sincerely,
Bus Connects Team
National Transport Authority
Dún Scéine Harcourt
LaneDublin 2
D02 WT20
Freephone: 1800 303 653
Web: www.busconnects.ie

MORE PEOPLE, TO MORE PLACES, MORE OFTEN
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Correspondence with local Public Representatives regarding the Clongriffin to City
Centre Community Forum on 18 November 2020 Via Zoom Webinar:

Local Public Representatives
Invite to Clongriffin to City Centre Core Bus Corridors Community Forum via Zoom Webinar

From: BusConnects Core Bus Corridor
Sent: Thursday 12 November 2020 19:50
Subject: BusConnects Dublin - Third Round of Public Consultation for Core Bus Corridors (Bus Priority
& Cycle Lanes/Tracks) - Invite to Clongriffin to City Centre CoreBus Corridors Community Forum via
Zoom Webinar on Wednesday 18th November at6.30pm.
Dear Public Representative,
This email is a gentle reminder that the Clongriffin to City Centre Core Bus Corridors Community
Forum will take place via Zoom Webinar on Wednesday 18thNovember at 6.30pm.
Please note, all community forum members must use the link below to register inadvance to join the
meeting.
Link to register for Clongriffin to City Centre CBC Community Forum Webinar:

You are invited to a Zoom webinar.
When: Nov 18, 2020 06:30 PM Dublin
Topic: BusConnects Core Bus Corridors - Clongriffin to City Centre Community
Forum Webinar Wednesday 18th November @6.30pm.
Register in advance for this webinar:
https://zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_tPqHh-SWSM-hJYupbXH8kQ
After registering, you will receive a confirmation email containing informationabout joining the
webinar.

Community Forum members who wish to attend must be registered before 2pm onthe day of the
Community Forum webinar.
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Local Public Representatives
Invite to Clongriffin to City Centre Core Bus Corridors Community Forum via Zoom Webinar

Membership of the Community Forum comprises of two representatives from resident and
community associations, disability and special interest groups andbusiness organisations on the
corridors, along with local public representatives.As places are limited, only two representatives per
group can be accepted. This is to ensure that as many groups as possible have an opportunity to ask a
questionspecific to their group within the duration of the Forum.
A Zoom link to register for the other Community Forum webinars in your constituency/local
electoral area will be sent to you in advance of these webinarstaking place. Please find the Core Bus
Corridors Community Forum Webinar schedule attached once again for your information.
Finally, please find attached the Community Forum Webinar Protocols documentfor your attention.
We would ask that you take time to read this short document before the webinar to understand how
the webinar will be run on the night.

Regards, BusConnects
team
Bus Connects Team
National Transport Authority
Dún Scéine Harcourt
LaneDublin 2
D02 WT20
Freephone: 1800 303 653
Web: www.busconnects.ie

SUSTAINABLE TRANSPORT FOR A BETTER CITY.
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BUSCONNECTS CORE BUS CORRIDORS
PROJECT COMMUNITY FORUM WEBINAR
(VIA ZOOM) PROTOCOLS
1. Registering for the Community Forum:
•

In order to register for the Community Forum webinar, the NTA willshare the registration
link to all Community Forum members the week before the webinar.
All those who wish to attend will then complete the registration form.

•

Once registered, they will receive an email notification with a uniqueZoom ‘join link’

•

for the Community Forum webinar.

•
•

All attendees must be registered before 2pm on the day of theirrespective
Community Forum webinar.

•
2. Logging into Webinar
•
•

The webinar will commence at 6.30pm and is due to conclude at 8pm.At 6.30pm, the
Webinar ‘host’ allows registered attendees to join the meeting.

3. Participants on the webinar:
•

Webinar Host: Representative of the NTA. The host of the webinar is the user who the webinar
is scheduled under. They have full permissions to manage the webinar, panelists, and
attendees. The host starts and stops thewebinar when it concludes.

•

Independent chairperson: The Community Forum Webinar will be chairedby an independent
chairperson.

•

Panelists: NTA representatives who will provide a presentation on theCore Bus Corridor in
question.

•

Webinar Attendees: Registered Community Forum members who are view-only participants.
Attendees are automatically muted upon entrance to the Webinar (and can be unmuted by the
host at any time). This functionof the Zoom Webinar prevents background noise and
distractions and allows all attendees to clearly hear the independent chairperson and NTA
panelists.
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4. Asking a Question:

•

Once the presentation has concluded, there will be a Q&A session forattendees to pose
questions to the NTA representatives.
Webinar Attendees can interact with the host and the panelists through thechat box.

•

To ask a question, enter your name and that of the resident group/ association you are
representing into the ‘Chat’ box on the Zoom controls panel.

•

- The Independent chairperson will then ask the host to unmute the audiobutton for each
individual sequentially to ask their question to the NTA representatives.
•

•
•

The Independent chairperson will then ask the NTA representatives toanswer these questions
sequentially in batches of three.
A Core Bus Corridors webinar briefing took place for all public representatives on Wednesday
4th November. Therefore, whilst there will be an opportunity for public representatives to ask
additional questions, thiswill be in the last quarter of the Q&A section. This is to allow priority
for the representatives of Resident groups, Special interest groups and Community Forum
members to ask questions.
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5. Preferred Route Option: Third Round of NonStatutory Public Consultation – 4th November
2020 – 16th December 2020
5C Public Consultation Virtual Information Rooms
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Clongriffin to City Centre Core Bus Corridor Scheme –Public Consultation Virtual
Information Room
A public consultation virtual information room was created for each of the Core Bus CorridorSchemes. These
were available on our website www.busconnects.ie and remained open for a six week period. Each virtual room
provided details of the Preferred Route Option foreach corridor including maps and supporting documents. There
was also an audio optionavailable for the virtual information room. Below is a snippet of the landing page of the
virtual information room for the Clongriffin to City Centre Core Bus Corridor Scheme.

Clongriffin to City Centre / Core Bus Corridor Scheme
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5. Preferred Route Option: Third Round of NonStatutory Public Consultation 4th November 2020
– 16th December 2020
5D Community Forums via Zoom Webinars
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Correspondence with Community Forum members regarding the launch of the
Emerging Preferred Route Option third round of non-statutory public consultation
on 04 November 2020:

Community Forum members
BusConnects Dublin - Launch of Third Round of Public Consultation for Core Bus Corridors

From: BusConnects Core Bus Corridor
Sent: Wednesday 4 November 2020 11:53
Subject: BusConnects Dublin - Launch of Third Round of Public Consultation for CoreBus Corridors (Bus
Priority & Cycle Lanes/Tracks)
Dear Community Forum member,
Today, the National Transport Authority (NTA) announced details of the third roundof public
consultation, of Preferred Route Options for the 16 Core Bus Corridors of BusConnects Dublin. The
Core Bus Corridors aims to deliver 230km of bus priorityand 200km of cycle lanes/tracks.

The consultation period will run from Wednesday 04th November until Wednesday16th December 2020.

A second round of public consultation on the Preferred Route options commenced in March 2020 and
continued until mid-April 2020. Due to the pandemic and Governmentrestrictions, it was decided by the NTA
in March that an additional third round of public consultation would take place later in the year to provide
further opportunities for the public to review and submit feedback to the latest set of designs.

These proposals are subject to a third non-statutory round of public consultation, and subsequent design
refinement and environmental impact assessment, before a formal statutory application will be made by the
NTA to An Bord Pleanála for approval duringthe first quarter of 2021.

Due to the ongoing Covid-19 restrictions, this public consultation will take place using virtual and online
facilities. However, potentially impacted property owners willbe contacted directly by BusConnects and
offered one to one calls with our designteam members.

For the general public there will be a range of public consultation facilities:
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Community Forum members
BusConnects Dublin - Launch of Third Round of Public Consultation for Core Bus Corridors

• Virtual Public Information Rooms – A virtual information room has been created for each
of the 16 Core Bus Corridors. These can be accessed
on our website www.busconnects.ie and will remain open for a six week period. Each
virtual room provides details of the Preferred Route Option for each of the corridors
including maps and supporting documentation. There is also an Audio option available for
the virtual information room.
• Website – Updated versions of the 16 Core Bus Corridor Brochures as well as additional
supporting documentation are available to view and download on our website
www.busconnects.ie. The brochures are alsoavailable in HTML, PDF and Audio versions
on our website.
•

Community Forums – We will carry out a series of Community Forums via online
webinars. Please find attached the schedule for the CommunityForum meetings which
begin on Tuesday 10th November. Community Forum members will receive an email a
week in advance of their meeting with a link to register. After registering, they will receive
a confirmation email containing information about joining the meeting. Please note all
Community Forum members must be registered before 2pm on the day of the forum.

• General queries and Submissions – Submissions and general queries canbe sent to our
email address cbc@busconnects.ie or to our NTA postal address.

Yours Sincerely,
Bus Connects Team
National Transport Authority
Dún Scéine Harcourt
LaneDublin 2
D02 WT20
Freephone: 1800 303 653
Web: www.busconnects.ie
TRANSFORMING CITY BUS SERVICES
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Correspondence with Community Forum Members regarding the Clongriffin to City
Centre Core Bus Corridor Community Forum on 18 November 2020 Via Zoom
Webinar:

Community Forum members
Clongriffin to City Centre Core Bus Corridors Community Forum Webinar 18th Nov

From: BusConnects Core Bus Corridor
Sent: Thursday 12 November 2020 19:58
Subject: BusConnects Dublin - Clongriffin to City Centre Core Bus CorridorsCommunity
Forum Webinar Wednesday 18th November at 6.30pm.
Dear Community Forum member,
The Clongriffin to City Centre Core Bus Corridors Community Forum will take placevia Zoom Webinar
on Wednesday 18th November at 6.30pm.
Please note, all community forum members must use the link below to register inadvance to join the
meeting.
Link to register for Clongriffin to City Centre CBC Community ForumWebinar:
You are invited to a Zoom webinar.
When: Nov 18, 2020 06:30 PM Dublin
Topic: BusConnects Core Bus Corridors - Clongriffin to City Centre Community
Forum Webinar Wednesday 18th November @6.30pm.
Register in advance for this webinar:
https://zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_tPqHh-SWSM-hJYupbXH8kQ
After registering, you will receive a confirmation email containing informationabout joining the
webinar.

Community Forum members who wish to attend must be registered before 2pm onthe day of the
Community Forum webinar.
Membership of the Community Forum comprises of two representatives from resident and
community associations, disability and special interest groups andbusiness organisations on the
corridors, along with local public representatives.
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Community Forum members
Clongriffin to City Centre Core Bus Corridors Community Forum Webinar 18th Nov

As places are limited, only two representatives per group can be accepted. This isto ensure that as
many groups as possible have an opportunity to ask a question specific to their group within the
duration of the Forum.
Finally, please find attached the Community Forum Webinar Protocols documentfor your attention.
We would ask that you take time to read this short document before the webinar to understand how
the webinar will be run on the night.
Regards,
Bus Connects Team
National Transport Authority
Dún Scéine Harcourt
LaneDublin 2
D02 WT20
Freephone: 1800 303 653
Web: www.busconnects.ie

SUSTAINABLE TRANSPORT FOR A BETTER CITY.
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BusConnects Core Bus Corridors Community Forum Webinar Protocols:

BUSCONNECTS CORE BUS CORRIDORS
PROJECT COMMUNITY FORUM WEBINAR
(VIA ZOOM) PROTOCOLS
1. Registering for the Community Forum:
•

In order to register for the Community Forum webinar, the NTA will sharethe registration link
to all Community Forum members the week before the webinar.

•

All those who wish to attend will then complete the registration form.

•

Once registered, they will receive an email notification with a uniqueZoom ‘join
link’

•

for the Community Forum webinar.

•

All attendees must be registered before 2pm on the day of theirrespective

•

Community Forum webinar.

2. Logging into Webinar
•
•

The webinar will commence at 6.30pm and is due to conclude at 8pm.
At 6.30pm, the Webinar ‘host’ allows registered attendees to join the meeting.

3. Participants on the webinar:
•

Webinar Host: Representative of the NTA. The host of the webinar is the user who the webinar is
scheduled under. They have full permissions to manage the webinar, panelists, and attendees. The
host starts and stops the webinar when itconcludes.

•

Independent chairperson: The Community Forum Webinar will be chaired byan independent
chairperson.

•

Panelists: NTA representatives who will provide a presentation on the CoreBus Corridor in
question.

•

Webinar Attendees: Registered Community Forum members who are view-only participants.
Attendees are automatically muted upon entrance to the Webinar (and can be unmuted by the
host at any time). This function of the Zoom Webinar prevents background noise and
distractions and allows allattendees to clearly hear the independent chairperson and NTA
panelists.

CONT.
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4. Asking a Question:
•
•

Once the presentation has concluded, there will be a Q&A session for attendeesto pose questions to
the NTA representatives.
Webinar Attendees can interact with the host and the panelists through thechat box.

•

To ask a question, enter your name and that of the resident group/association you are representing
into the ‘Chat’ box on the Zoom controls panel.

•

- The Independent chairperson will then ask the host to unmute the audiobutton for each
individual sequentially to ask their question to the NTA representatives.

•

The Independent chairperson will then ask the NTA representatives to answerthese questions
sequentially in batches of three.

•

A Core Bus Corridors webinar briefing took place for all public representativeson Wednesday
4th November. Therefore, whilst there will be an opportunity for public representatives to ask
additional questions, this will be in the last quarter of the Q&A section. This is to allow priority
for the representatives of Resident groups, Special interest groups and Community Forum
members to ask questions.
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BusConnects Dublin Core Bus Corridors – Community Forum Terms of Reference

BUSCONNECTS CORE BUS CORRIDORS PROJECT
COMMUNITY FORUM TERMS OF REFERENCE
1. Membership of the Community Forum will comprise of two representatives from
residents’/community associations, disability groups, special interest groups and business
organisations on the corridor, along with local public representatives, together with personnel
from the National Transport Authority(NTA).

2. Meetings of the Community Forum will be chaired by an independentchairperson.
3. The core objective of the Community Forum is to facilitate a two-way dialogueprocess between
representatives of communities / groups and the NTA in relation to the Core Bus Corridor
proposals.

4. It will enable information to be provided more directly by the NTA to the partiesmost impacted by
the proposals.

5. It will allow concerns about the proposals to be raised by the participants andfor the NTA to
address and respond to those concerns.

6. It will allow constructive ideas and viable alternatives to be brought forward toimprove the
overall proposals.

7. It will assist in enabling the resolution of local issues within the proposals in atimely manner.
8. It will allow discussions and suggestions in relation to ideas for urban centreimprovements
that could be incorporated into the project.
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Clongriffin to City Centre Core Bus Corridor Community Forum Presentation
– 18 November 2020

Agenda
BusConnects
Infrastructure Dublin
Core Bus Corridors Preferred Route Options
Clongriffin to City Centre
Communi ty Forum Meeti ng
Thi rd Publ i c Consul tati on Overvi ew
Wednesday 18 November 2020

• Introduction to Community Forum Panel
• Presentation on the Clongriffin to City Centre Core Bus Corridor
• Q&A
If you wish to ask a question to the NTA panel, please type your Name and your Organisation into
the ‘Chat’ box.
When you are called upon sequentially by the Independent Chairperson to ask your question, the
Webinar host will UNMUTE your microphone and you will receive a ‘prompt’ or ‘notification’ to your
screen to unmute. You can then proceed to ask your question.
Please keep your question concise so that we can take questions from all the community
groups/organisations on the webinar.

Community Forum Panel
Independent Chair: Charlie Lowe
• Hugh Creegan – Deputy CEO (NTA)

Clongriffin to City Centre
Public Consultation 3 - Changes
Ayrefield
Drive
Main Street

• John Fleming – Project Director (NTA)
• Aidan Gallagher – Senior Project Manager (NTA)
• Joe Seymour – Design Coordinator (AECOM)
• John Hawe– Route Project Manager (Mott MacDonald)

Maypark
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How to Engage?

How to Engage?
• Consultation on the proposals runs until 16 December.
• Virtual consultation rooms for each Core Bus Corridor can
be found on www.busconnects.ie.
• Submissions and observations may be made by:

• Email - cbc@busconnects.ie
• Post - Core Bus Corridor Project, National Transport Authority,
Dún Scéine, Harcourt Lane, Dublin 2, D02 WT20.

How to Engage?
• Consultation on the proposals runs until 16 December.
• Virtual consultation rooms for each Core Bus Corridor
can be found on www.busconnects.ie.
• Submissions and observations may be made by:

• Email - cbc@busconnects.ie
• Post - Core Bus Corridor Project, National Transport
Authority, Dún Scéine, Harcourt Lane, Dublin 2, D02 WT20.

Questions and
Answers
If you wi sh to ask a question to the NTA panel, pl ease type your Name and your
Organisation into the ‘Chat’ box.
When you are called upon sequentially by the Independent Cha irperson to ask
your question, the Webinar host will UNMUTE your microphone and you will
receive a ‘prompt’ or ‘notification’ to your screen to unmute. You can then
proceed to ask your questi on.
Please keep your question conci se so that we can take questi ons from all the
community groups/organi sati ons on the webi nar.
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Clongriffin to City Centre Core Bus Corridor Community Forum Report – 18
November 2020

Clongriffin to City Centre
Core Bus Corridor
Community Forum Report
Date: 18 November 2020 @ 18.30

Location: Via Zoom Webinar

Meeting Number: 3

Chairperson: Charlie Lowe

NTA Participants: Hugh Creegan; John Fleming; Aidan Gallagher; Colin Murdock; Gráinne
Mackin; Joe Seymour (Aecom); John Hawe (Aecom).
Attendees:

Aine Kelly
Cian O'Callaghan
Clare Keaveney
Cllr Catherine
Stocker
Cllr Daryl Barron
Cllr Joan Hopkins
Feljin Jose
John Daly
Kevin Carter
Maggie O'Donnell
Marty Boran
Mary Rose Crotty
Niall Bolger
Pat O'Leary
Shane Cole
Tara Duchaussoy

Artane Cottages residents
T.D.
Resident
Dublin City Council
DCC
Fingal co co
Dublin Commuter Coalition
Coolock Residents Association
Dublin Commuter Coalition
Dublin City Council
AECOM
Donnycarney West Community Assoc
DCC
National Transport Authority
National Transport Authority
Coolock Residents'Association
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5E Potentially Impacted Properties Engagement
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Continually Impacted Property Letter issued 02 November 2020:

2 November 2020

INFORMATION NOTICE
Re:

to City Centre Core Bus Corridor

Dear Property Owner/Occupier,
The National Transport Authority (NTA) has been tasked with delivering the BusConnects Dublin
programme, which is a set of proposals to transform Dublin's bus system, so that journeys by bus will
be fast, reliable, punctual, convenient and affordable. It will enable more people to travel by bus than
ever before, providing an alternative to congested car journeys.
Congestion is one of the most significant challenges facing the Dublin region and needs to be
addressed to safeguard the growth of the Dublin region and keep people moving. At present bus lanes
are in place for less than one third of a bus journey on the busy corridors. A key part of the
BusConnects programme is the development of sixteen “Core Bus Corridors” or CBCs. These CBCs will
effectively deliver continuous bus lanes, on the key bus routes across the city along with improved
pedestrian and cycling facilities along these routes, building a sustainable city and addressing climate
change.
A non-statutory public consultation on an Emerging Preferred Route for each CBC concluded in 2019,
and a second non-statutory public consultation on a Preferred Route Option Proposal for each corridor
was concluded in April 2020. Due to the introduction of Covid restrictions during March and April this
year public information events were cancelled during the second consultation period. NTA determined
that, while the planning work for the CBCs would continue, it would be appropriate to schedule a third
round of non-statutory public consultation prior to finalising the CBC proposals for formal statutory
planning application to An Bord Pleanála.
The planning work has continued since April including ongoing consideration of submissions from the
public, updated topographical survey information, and other surveys, transport assessment, and
environmental assessment. As a consequence further refinement and amendments to the CBC
proposals have resulted.
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The purpose of this letter is to inform you that the proposals contained in the updated Preferred
Route Option for the
to City Centre Core Bus Corridor may continue to impact on part
of the property. A layout map showing an indicative layout in the vicinity of the property can be found
on Map enclosed.
In addition, a hard copy brochure will also be sent to you in the coming days.
The plan shows where the car lanes, bus lanes, cycle tracks and footpaths will be. Areas where land
may be potentially impacted are marked with red dashed lines.
Please note these are proposals only and as such are not fixed or finalised.
Over the summer months this year efforts were made to engage with residents or persons with an
interest in this property.
The new proposals will be published on our website www.busconnects.ie on 4 November 2020, at
which point the NTA will be welcoming feedback as part of the third public consultation process. No
decisions have been made to proceed with these proposals, and will not be made until we have
concluded the consultation process.
Any decision to proceed with this CBC will be subject to a statutory planning process, which would
involve an application for planning consent to An Bord Pleanála. The proposal is still subject to final
detailed design, and finalisation of environmental and transport impact assessment. The statutory
planning application will not be made before the end of the first quarter of 2021. Should the statutory
planning application be consented by An Bord Pleanála, appropriate compensation will be paid to the
owners for any garden portion or land that is ultimately necessary to be acquired from the property.
This would also cover the rebuilding of new garden walls, fences, gates and driveways, as well as
landscaping works to the residual area.
The NTA would welcome the opportunity to meet with you in relation to these proposals. That would
give us the opportunity to discuss with you on a one-to-one basis, what this may mean for you and
what the next steps will be over the coming months and years. If you wish to avail of this meeting
please call 1800 303 653. Your request will be referred to a design team representative who will
respond promptly to arrange a time and date at your earliest convenience.
Once the planned consultation on the Preferred Route Option has commenced, members of the public
and interested parties will be invited to send in submissions. All information on how to take part in
the consultation will be made available on our website www.busconnects.ie

Yours sincerely,
BusConnects Infrastructure Dublin,
National Transport Authority
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Potentially Re-Impacted Property Letter issued 02 November 2020:

2 November 2020

INFORMATION NOTICE
Re:

to City Centre Core Bus Corridor

Dear Property Owner/Occupier,
The National Transport Authority (NTA) has been tasked with delivering the BusConnects Dublin
programme, which is a set of proposals to transform Dublin's bus system, so that journeys by bus will
be fast, reliable, punctual, convenient and affordable. It will enable more people to travel by bus than
ever before, providing an alternative to congested car journeys.
Congestion is one of the most significant challenges facing the Dublin region and needs to be
addressed to safeguard the growth of the Dublin region and keep people moving. At present bus lanes
are in place for less than one third of a bus journey on the busy corridors. A key part of the
BusConnects programme is the development of sixteen “Core Bus Corridors” or CBCs. These CBCs will
effectively deliver continuous bus lanes, on the key bus routes across the city along with improved
pedestrian and cycling facilities along these routes, building a sustainable city and addressing climate
change.
A non-statutory public consultation on an Emerging Preferred Route for each CBC concluded in 2019,
and a second non-statutory public consultation on a Preferred Route Option Proposal for each corridor
was concluded in April 2020. Due to the introduction of Covid restrictions during March and April this
year public information events were cancelled during the second consultation period. NTA determined
that, while the planning work for the CBCs would continue, it would be appropriate to schedule a third
round of non-statutory public consultation prior to finalising the CBC proposals for formal statutory
planning application to An Bord Pleanála.
A previous letter to this address indicated that this property may no longer be potentially impacted
by the CBC proposals. However the planning work has continued since April including ongoing
consideration of submissions from the public, updated topographical survey information, and other
surveys, transport assessment, and environmental assessment. As a consequence further refinement
and amendments to the CBC proposals have resulted.
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The purpose of this letter is to inform you that the proposals contained in the updated Preferred
Route Option for the
to City Centre Core Bus Corridor may have an impact on part of this
property. A layout map showing an indicative layout in the vicinity of the property can be found on
Map enclosed. In addition, a hard copy brochure will also be sent to you in the coming days.
The plan shows where the car lanes, bus lanes, cycle tracks and footpaths will be. Areas where land
may be potentially impacted are marked with red dashed lines.
Please note these are proposals only and as such are not fixed or finalised.
The new proposals will be published on our website www.busconnects.ie on 4 November 2020, at
which point the NTA will be welcoming feedback as part of the third public consultation process. No
decisions have been made to proceed with these proposals, and will not be made until we have
concluded the consultation process.
Any decision to proceed with this CBC will be subject to a statutory planning process, which would
involve an application for planning consent to An Bord Pleanála. The proposal is still subject to final
detailed design, and finalisation of environmental and transport impact assessment. The statutory
planning application will not be made before the end of the first quarter of 2021. Should the statutory
planning application be consented by An Bord Pleanála, appropriate compensation will be paid to the
owners for any garden portion or land that is ultimately necessary to be acquired from the property.
This would also cover the rebuilding of new garden walls, fences, gates and driveways, as well as
landscaping works to the residual area.
The NTA would welcome the opportunity to meet with you in relation to these proposals. That would
give us the opportunity to discuss with you on a one-to-one basis, what this may mean for you and
what the next steps will be over the coming months and years. If you wish to avail of this meeting
please call 1800 303 653. Your request will be referred to a design team representative who will
respond promptly to arrange a time and date at your earliest convenience.
Once the planned consultation on the Preferred Route Option has commenced, members of the public
and interested parties will be invited to send in submissions. All information on how to take part in
the consultation will be made available on our website www.busconnects.ie
Yours sincerely,
BusConnects Infrastructure Dublin,
National Transport Authority
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No Longer Impacted Property Letter issued 02 November 2020:

2 November 2020

INFORMATION NOTICE
Re:

to City Centre Core Bus Corridor

Dear Property Owner/Occupier,
The National Transport Authority (NTA) has been tasked with delivering the BusConnects Dublin
programme, which is a set of proposals to transform Dublin's bus system, so that journeys by bus will
be fast, reliable, punctual, convenient and affordable. It will enable more people to travel by bus than
ever before, providing an alternative to congested car journeys.
Congestion is one of the most significant challenges facing the Dublin region and needs to be
addressed to safeguard the growth of the Dublin region and keep people moving. At present bus lanes
are in place for less than one third of a bus journey on the busy corridors. A key part of the
BusConnects programme is the development of sixteen “Core Bus Corridors” or CBCs. These CBCs will
effectively deliver continuous bus lanes, on the key bus routes across the city along with improved
pedestrian and cycling facilities along these routes, building a sustainable city and addressing climate
change.
A non-statutory public consultation on an Emerging Preferred Route for each CBC concluded in 2019,
and a second non-statutory public consultation on a Preferred Route Option Proposal for each corridor
was concluded in April 2020. Due to the introduction of Covid restrictions during March and April this
year public information events were cancelled during the second consultation period. NTA determined
that, while the planning work for the CBCs would continue, it would be appropriate to schedule a third
round of non-statutory public consultation prior to finalising the CBC proposals for formal statutory
planning application to An Bord Pleanála.
The planning work has continued since April including ongoing consideration of submissions from the
public, updated topographical survey information, and other surveys, transport assessment, and
environmental assessment. As a consequence further refinement and amendments to the CBC
proposals have resulted.

Appendix

A letter was previously sent to this property in March 2020 advising that it was identified as being
potentially impacted by the Preferred Route Option Proposal, and an opportunity was given to meet
NTA personnel to discuss the potential impacts. The purpose of this letter is to inform you that the
proposals contained in the updated Preferred Route Option for the
to City Centre Core Bus
Corridor indicate that this property is no longer potentially impacted.
Please note these are proposals only and as such are not fixed or finalised.
The new proposals will be published on our website www.busconnects.ie on 4 November 2020, at
which point the NTA will be welcoming feedback as part of the third public consultation process. No
decisions have been made to proceed with these proposals, and will not be made until we have
concluded the consultation process. Consequently future amendments to the plans could
potentially result in the property again being impacted.
Any decision to proceed with this CBC will be subject to a statutory planning process, which would
involve an application for planning consent to An Bord Pleanála. The proposal is still subject to final
detailed design, and finalisation of environmental and transport impact assessment. The statutory
planning application will not be made before the end of the first quarter of 2021. Should the statutory
planning application be consented by An Bord Pleanála, appropriate compensation will be paid to the
owners for any garden portion or land that is ultimately necessary to be acquired from the property.
This would also cover the rebuilding of new garden walls, fences, gates and driveways, as well as
landscaping works to the residual area.
If you require any clarification regarding this letter please call 1800 303 653. Your query will be
referred to a design team representative who will respond promptly. Once the planned consultation
on the Preferred Route Option has commenced, members of the public and interested parties will be
invited to send in submissions. All information on how to take part in the consultation will be made
available on our website www.busconnects.ie
Yours sincerely,
BusConnects Infrastructure Dublin,
National Transport Authority
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Preferred Route Option: Third Round of Non-Statutory Public Consultation (4th
November 2020 – 16th December 2020) Website & Published Material:

Core Bus Corridor Preferred Route Information brochures for each of the 16 core bus corridors
Bróisiúr Faisnéise Bealach Roghnaithe na Croíchonaire Bus - for each of the 16 core bus corridors
Audio Files of information brochures for each of the 16 core bus corridors
HTML files of information brochures for each of the 16 core bus corridors
Draft Preferred Route Option Reports for each of the 16 core bus corridors
Proposed Approach to Environmental Assessment reports for each of the 16 core bus corridors
Draft Transport Modelling Reports for each of the 16 core bus corridors
Traffic count Data 2019 - 2020 reports for each of the 16 corridors, ATCs, JTCs and pedestrian surveys
Aims & Objectives of Core Bus Corridors
How traffic will flow videos of signal controlled priority simulation and bus gate simulation
Community forum information
Terms of reference for community forums
Community forum presentations from the 3rd round of public consultation
Presentations from meetings with local groups during the 3rd round of public consultation
Urban Realm Concept Designs
Timeline for the core bus corridor process
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Press Release for launch of Preferred Route Option Public Consultation on 4th
November 2020:

PRESS
RELEASE
NTA LAUNCHES
3RD ROUND
OF PUBLIC
CONSULTATION
ON THE 16 CORE
BUS CORRIDORS
To deliver 230km Bus
Priority and 200km
cycle lanes/tracks
Virtual consultation process
underway until 16th December
at www.busconnects.ie
4th November 2020 – The
National Transport Authority
(NTA) has today launched
the third round of public
consultation on the 16 core
bus corridors being developed
as part of the BusConnects
programme. The Core Bus
Corridor Projects will see the
roll-out of 230km of continuous
bus priority and 200km of
cycle routes. In providing
enhanced walking, cycling
and bus infrastructure on key
access routes into Dublin,
the BusConnects Core Bus

Cont.

Corridors will enable and deliver
efficient, safe and integrated

brochures, detailing each
corridor, together with a number

sustainable transport into and
out of the city.

of draft technical supporting
reports. Whilst the supporting
documents are draft and will

The third round of public

not be completed until the

consultation on the Core Bus
Corridor Projects focuses on the
updated Preferred Route Options
of all sixteen corridors. Over

formal planning application is
made they provide a significant
amount of information on the
following:

recent months the NTA has been
making refinements along each
corridor to take into account

Ĥ Proposed approach to
environmental assessment

feedback received by the public
in addition to further technical
design work and urban realm
improvements along each route.
The first round of public
consultation on the Emerging
Preferred Routes took place
during late 2018 and early
2019 which received thirteen
thousand submissions. A second
round of public consultation on
the Preferred Routes took place
in March of this year. However,
this round was restricted due to
COVID-19, and it was decided
that an additional third round of
public consultation would take
place in the latter part of this
year.
Over the last six months design
work has been ongoing and has
culminated in the development
of new Preferred Route Option

for each of the 16 corridors
Ĥ Draft Transport Modelling
Reports for each 16
corridors
Ĥ BusConnects Urban Realm
Concept Designs document
Ĥ Draft Preferred Route
Options Reports for each
16 corridors
Consultation on the proposals
begins today and runs until
Wednesday, 16th December.
Due to current COVID-19
public health restrictions,
the NTA has created virtual
consultation rooms for each
Core Bus Corridor which allows
for review and feedback. The
public will have the opportunity
to view each Preferred Route,
maps, timelines and any
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revisions made, since the last
round of consultation. Further
information and contact details are
available at
www.busconnects.ie.
Submissions will be reviewed
by the NTA with final transport
and environmental impact
assessments to be completed in
the coming months. The NTA is
due to submit the formal planning
application to An Bord Pleanála
for statutory consultation and
approval in March 2021. Subject
to approval, construction will
commence on a phased basis in
2022 with each corridor upgrade
taking approximately two years to
complete.
Minister for the Environment,
Climate, Communications and
Transport, Eamon Ryan TD said:
“We are committed to a
fundamental change in the
nature of our transport system.
Sustainable modes of travel such
as cycling, walking, and public
transport, has an enormous
potential to facilitate a large
proportion of our daily trips, but
only if we provide the correct
environment which protects and
prioritises this mode of travel. The
BusConnects Core Bus Corridor
Projects is central to achieving this
objective. By improving our city’s
transport system and ensuring
that public transport, walking and
cycling options are prioritised,
we can encourage more and more
people to make the switch to

over recent months. These shifts
in travel patterns are likely to have
The development of this project
a long-lasting impact. Buses will
will also support the delivery of an continue to be the most important
efficient, low carbon and climate
mass public transport mode for
our cities. Through the rollout of
resilient public transport service.
In moving more people from their the sixteen Core Bus Corridors,
we can put in place a long-term
car and onto the bus or on their
bike, BusConnects can help to
solution to meet the evolving
achieve Ireland’s carbon reduction travel needs of the public. Modern
targets as set out in the Programme cycling infrastructure will provide
for Government.
new options for families within
communities throughout Dublin to
cycle safely “Although COVID-19
This is our opportunity to make
has meant we are unable to rollour city a more liveable and
out in-person information events,
active environment and I would
I would encourage the people
encourage those living in Dublin
to engage in the NTA consultation of Dublin to visit our virtual
and share their views on the future consultation rooms and share their
views on the revised proposals in
of our city’s transport network.
While Covid 19 is having a severe the coming weeks.”
impact on lives and livelihoods,
we must continue to plan for the
For further information on
economic and social renewal of
the consultation and on the
our city.”
BusConnects Core Bus Corridor
Projects, visit:
https://busconnects.ie/.
Anne Graham, NTA Chief
Executive Officer said: “The
BusConnects Core Bus Corridor
ENDS
Projects is at the heart of the
NTA’s efforts to improve transport
services across our capital city. By
providing continuous bus priority
and much improved and safer
options to walk and cycle within
the city, we can incentivise more
people to sustainable transport
modes.
sustainable transport modes.

“Enhancing transport
infrastructure has become all
the more important as an evergrowing number of people choose
to walk or cycle within the city

Appendix

Media Plan:
For the third round of Non Statutory Public Consultation, we used radio, press, digital and OOH.
As this plan occurred during Covid-19, we saw the general population turn to trusted news sources and radio
consumption increased. For the November plan, we used both local and national radio targeting Great Dublin
and Wicklow. National radio gave us broad reach and many local stations have built up a loyal audience base
over the years, which again we were able to tap into. On the press, we included national and regional titles to
reach the target audience across Greater Dublin and Wicklow.
As transport was at limited capacity, OOH was used to reach the target audience in a retail environment instead,
and while they were out & about in their local areas.
As digital channels worked well for us in the 2nd round of non-statutory public consultation, we expanded our
digital presence in November. One of the standout behaviour changes we saw during Covid-19 restrictions was
the increase in digital audio consumption and this channel was added
to the November plan. Social Media, Display, Digital Audio, YouTube and Near were used in the November
plan. YouTube and social media allowed us to utilise video assets, which had a very strong performance over the
course of the Preferred Route Option Third Round Public Consultation Media Advertising - Launched 4th
November 2020:
campaign.

Preferred Route Option Third Round Public ConsultationMedia Advertising Launched 4th November 2020:

Press

Radio

Public Consultation Ad

1 radio ad

13 editions

6 radio stations

•
•
•
•
•
•
•

The Irish Times
Irish Independent
Sunday Independent
Herald
Dublin Gazette
Dublin People
Echo (Tallaght, Lucan,
Ballyfermot, Clondalkin)
• Wicklow People
• Fingal Independent
• The Scan

•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

RTE Radio 1
RTE 2FM
TodayFM
Newstalk
98 FM
FM104
Nova
Eastcoast FM

Appendix

OOH

Public Consultation
creative, static
and video

OOH

Bus Shelters

Social/
Digital

Video with VO and
static images

111 locations across GDAat
Purchase points, MallDpods,
DX Screens, Local
Convenience store Adbox

278 sites cycle 23

4th - 14th November 2020,15th –

338 sites cycle 24

29th November 2020

Twitter, Instagram,
Facebook

Appendix

Clongriffin to City Centre / Core Bus Corridor Scheme

Appendix

5. Preferred Route Option: Third Round of NonStatutory Public Consultation – 4th November
2020 – 16th December 2020
5H Advertising

465
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Permission for
new classrooms
Permissionisbeingsoughttoinstallfour
temporaryclassroomsat Colaiste Bhride
inCarnew.
The Kildareand Wicklow Education
and Training Boardhavelodgedan
applicationwiththelocalauthorityfor
four 49 sqmtemporaryprefabricated
classroomsandallassociatedsiteworks
at theschoolin Carnew.
Theapplication, whichwasreceived
by Wicklow County Council’splanning
sectionon October 27, is still attheprevalidationstage.
Adecisionisexpectedtobemadeby
December 21.

WICKLOW PEOPLE I Wednesday, November 4, 2020

Closing date for wind farm public consultation coming to an end
SSE Renewables is looking for potential suppliers
that may be interested in carrying out work on the
Arklow Bank Wind Farm.
The company released two periodic indicative
notices recently last.
The preliminary notices, which are available to
view on the EU’s tenders website, are designed to
give information to SSE Renewables about sup-

pliers who may be interested in carrying out the
potential works.
The first notice is in relation to transmission
and marine works packages which include the
construction of offshore platforms and cables.
The second notice refers to vesssels for the installation of wind turbines. The notice also states
that estimated start date of the tenders process is

early 2021.
The closing date for both notices is Tuesday,
November 10.
Meanwhile, the virtual public consultation on
the Arklow Bank Wind Farm Phase 2 is continuing.
More information is available at www.sserenewables.com/arklowbank. The public consultation
remains open until November 11.

New location
for centre
Arklow Community Action Resource Centre is in the process
of moving to a temporary new
location.
The local group will be operating from the Silver Band Hall
near Lower Main Street over
the coming months. Volunteers are currently working to
move items from their current
location at Paramount Arcade
to their temporary home. The
move is expected to be completed over the next two weeks.
Hilary Sharpe of Arklow
Community Action Resource
Centre said ‘we are overwhelmed by the offers of support from the community.
However, we can’t take any
items until the move is completed. We’re asking people to
hold onto the donations for
another
week
or
two.’
Meanwhile, the Arklow
Community Action Resource
Centre’s work from Tesco Extra on the Wexford Road will
continue as usual. The group
thanked all those who have
offered donations or any support.
Details of the annual Christmas food appeal will also be
announced in the coming
weeks.

Calendarson sale
Arklow RNLI’s 2021 calendarisnowon
sale.
Thecalendarcosts€5 withproceeds
goingtosupportthelife-savingworkof
thelocalvolunteer-runorganisation.
Likemanyothercharities, usual
fundraisingeventsforthe Arklow RNLI
havebeenhitbythe Covid-19 pandemic.
Thecalendarisavailablefrom
thefollowingshopsin Arklow: Myles
Doyle Sweet Shop, Lower Main Street;
Compudoc Main Street; Arklow Computer
Solutions Upper Main Street; Ashgrove
Interparts, Wexford Road; Paul Doyle’s
Shop Main Street; and Kavanagh’s Shop
onthe Wexford Road.
Thecalendarscanalsobeposted
worldwide. Formoreinformation, visit
the Arklow RNLIfundraisingbranchpage
on Facebook.

Planninggranted
Anextensiontotheperiodofplanning
permissionforsafetyandengineering
worksat East Avoca Mineshasbeen
grantedby Wicklow County Council.
The Ministerfor Communications,
Climate Actionandthe Environment
submittedtheapplicationlastmonth
whichrelatestoasiteat Tigroney West
inAvoca.
Thelocalauthorityinitiallygranted
permissionforthesafetyandengineering
worksin 2015. Theprojectincludesthe
re-routingofexistingelectricitylineto
runundergroundalongtheaccessroad
totheeastofthesiteandremovalofthe
pylonlocatedwithinthesite.
Permissionwasalsograntedfor
stabilisation, safetyanddrainageworks
at thesite, thedevelopmentofasurface
andundergrounddrainagenetworkon
theroadtotherearofthesiteandacross
thespoilheaptofacilitateimprovedsite
drainageandotherassociatedworksat
theprotected East Avoca Minessite.
Theplanningsectionnotedthatworks
at thesitehadalmostbeencompleted
andthe Departmentstatedtheproject
wouldbefinishedwithinfiveyears,
subjecttofunding.
Anextensionofthegrantofplanning
permissionbyanadditionalfiveyears
wasgranted.

Power outage
in Rathdrum
Over 1,000 homes and businesses in the area of Rathdrum were
without power on Thursday due
to a power outage.
It’s understood that fallen
branches caused a fault in a
power line with 1,050 homes
and business in Avoca, Rathdrum and the surrounding
areas affected by the incident.
Power was restored to the affected homes and businesses
by 12 p.m.
A spokesperson for ESB
Networks confirmed that a
fault occurred which impacted on about ‘1,050 homes,
farms and businesses in the
area’.
‘Initial indications are that
the fault was as a result of
some fallen branches on a line
and we continue to monitor
the situation.
‘We apologise to all customers in the area for the
inconvenience caused,’ the
spokesperson added.

Resurfacing
Roadresurfacingworksaretotakeplace
in Grangeconinthecomingweeks.
Cllr Edward Timminsdescribedthe
moveas‘verywelcome’. Theproject
followsfromresurfacingworksthat
haverecentlytakenplacein Dunlavinand
Stratford-upon-Slaney.
‘Iwanttocomplimentcouncilstaff
formanagingtheprojectssothatenough
moneywasleftovertodothisworkin
Grangecon,’ Cllr Timminssaid.

Application to change use of industrial unit
Plans have been submitted to ex- and for elevation changes at Unit
tend an industrial unit in Croghan C in the Croghan Industrial EsIndustrial Estate in Arklow.
tate, Emoclew Road in the town.
The application also seeks
S U Autoparts Ltd are seeking
to extend a section of a building the change of use to light in-

dustrial storage and the appropriate treatment and recycling
or reclamation of metals and
metal compounds from end of
life vehicles. Permission is also

sought for new front boundary
security fencing, storage racking
for up to ten end of life vehicles
awaiting de-pollution and other
associated works.

The application states the proposed development will be subject
to a Waste Facility Permit.
A decision on the application is
due to be made by December 16.
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Coveney insists he supports
Shared Island Unit despite row
Foreign Affairs Minister clashed
with Taoiseach over the issue
Cormac McQuinn
FOREIGN Affairs Minister
Simon Coveney has insisted
he is “supportive” of the Government’s Shared Island Unit
in the aftermath of a row
over the issue with Taoiseach
Micheál Martin.
The
Irish
Independent
revealed how the Fine Gael
and Fianna Fáil colleagues
clashed during exchanges over
the establishment of the new
unit in the Department of the
Taoiseach.
Mr Coveney told the Cabinet on Tuesday that while
he supported the concept of
the Shared Island Unit, he
feared its establishment was
“undermining” the work of
his department in relation to
Northern Ireland, according
to sources.
The Fine Gael deputy leader
is said to have suggested the
unit will reduce the standing of his position as Foreign
Affairs Minister.
He also raised concerns over
a decision to second a senior
civil servant from his department to oversee the Shared
Island Unit.
The Taoiseach defended
the creation of the Shared
Island Unit, which he noted
was a commitment in the Programme for Government.
He was supported by Fianna
Fáil ministers Darragh O’Brien
and Michael McGrath, who
insisted the unit was a good
policy objective and had been
well received.
Tánaiste Leo Varadkar told
the meeting he understood
his deputy leader’s concerns,
but ultimately said he supported the creation of the unit
as proposed.
Last night Mr Coveney did
not comment directly on the
concerns he raised about the
unit at Cabinet.

He said: “Conversations in
Cabinet are confidential.”
But Mr Coveney insisted: “I
am supportive of the Shared
Island Unit. I made that clear
yesterday and I’ve made it
clear publicly.
“I’m supportive also of the
Shared Island Unit having a
significant budget in terms of
focusing on shared projects,
north and south, that we can
help to fund and make happen
in the years ahead.”
Mr Coveney added: “I make
the point that both my department in terms of the Department of Foreign Affairs – and
our experience in Northern
Ireland – and the Taoiseach’s
Department, who are also
very engaged in the politics
of Northern Ireland, need
to work together to ensure
that the Shared Island Unit
functions as well as it has the
potential to do.”
He reiterated: “I am, and
have from the outset, been
very supportive of that Shared
Island Unit.”
Plans for €500m in spending to support cross-border
projects under the Shared
Island initiative over the next
five years were outlined in the
Budget.
Of this, €50m is to be spent
next year.
Mr Martin launched the initiative last month, saying the
‘Brits out’ rhetoric will “get you
nowhere”.
He said: “You have to go the
hard yards and speak to people
about the challenges facing
the island.”
Mr Martin said his goal is to
bring people from different
perspectives together to create a “shared agenda” which is
set out under the Good Friday
Agreement.
He added: “I’ve heard all the
rhetoric, I’ve heard it for years,
I grew up through the ‘Brits

dishes out unpalatable truths
impacts will be more
acceptable if those least
equipped, financially and
practically, to cope with them
are well supported to do so.
How could that principle be
enshrined in legislation, the
committee wondered?
Too late, Prof Anderson said.
“Let’s be clear, the Paris
Agreement is unjust,” he said,
stripping away any fleck of
wishful thinking that might
have adorned the accord.
Holding global temperature
rise to 1.5 degrees Celsius, as
is the hope of the agreement,

or even to 2 degrees Celsius,
which is now more likely, will
still bring much death and
suffering, mainly to the poorer
communities of the climatevulnerable parts of the world.
“Those suffering will
primarily be people of colour,
and initially the burden will
fall disproportionately on
women and children,” he said.
“These are impacts that
we, in the wealthy highemitting nations, have chosen
to impose upon poor and
low-emitting communities
by preferring rhetoric

and unfounded optimism
over genuine action to cut
emissions.”
By “we, the wealthy”,
he meant comparatively
speaking, for a typical Irish
person’s emissions are 50pc
higher than the Chinese, as
well as almost twice the
global mean and over eight
times that of the average
African.
That’s the ungarnished,
unjust, depressing truth.
The question is, has the
Government the stomach to
swallow it?

€500m commitment:
Taoiseach Micheál Martin
out’ – that gets you nowhere.”
Mr Martin said the €500m
budgeted for the Shared Island
Unit showed his commitment
to an all-island approach to the
challenges both jurisdictions

are facing over the coming
years.
He said progress was “overdue” on longstanding joint
commitments to cross-border
investment in the A5 transport
corridor, the Ulster Canal and
the Narrow Water Bridge.
Mr Coveney was speaking
at the launch of the Government’s ‘Be Winter Ready’
information campaign, which
offers advice to the public on
how to prepare for extreme
weather events and stay safe
during storms in the coming
months.
He referred to last weekend’s weather as well as Storm
Emma and Storm Ophelia in
outlining the importance of
such information campaigns.
Mr Coveney said this year the

country faces the additional
challenge of the ongoing pandemic and he encouraged
people to follow public health
advice and download the
Covid-19 Tracker App.
He also said: “Of course, we
all hope that there will be no
severe weather events in store
for us this winter.
“Unfortunately, that may not
be the case and our preparedness as individuals across our
various communities, and as a
Government, should be based
on prudent planning and not
good fortune or hope.”
The Government Task Force
on Emergency Planning met
yesterday to discuss the winter readiness campaign. The
information is available at
www.winterready.ie.
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‘I want to learn and change,
keep exploring’, says Daisy
Tom Horton
DAISY Edgar-Jones has
said she would like to
“morph” as an actress.
The Normal People star
(22) told Harper’s Bazaar she is “really
excited to keep
exploring the
things I want
to do”.
The young
Londoner
has been
named
among the
magazine’s
women of the
year.
Edgar-Jones discussed the future of her
career in an interview with
the publication.
“I’d like to see how much
I can morph and change
and learn,” she said.

“I’m excited to keep exploring what I can do.”
Reflecting on the worldwide success of Normal People, she said she feels “very
lucky to have been part of
such a special show
that h s resonated with a lot of
people everywhere”.

MAGICAL

“Television
has been
the thing
that has
got us all
through,” she
added.
Edgar-Jones
said attending the Baftas was “the most magical
day”.
“Getting my make-up and
hair was fun, and showing
off my shoes,” she said.

“Now I’m just sitting here
in my slippers.”
The actress, who played
Marianne in the BBC adaptation of Co Mayo author
Sally Rooney’s novel, also
discussed what auditioning
is like during the Covid-19
pandemic.
“I’ve got quite good at
balancing up the camera
and doing the lighting,” she
said.
“The only thing is working out your eyeline.
“Sometimes I get a bit shy
if I’m staring at the camera
too much.”
She also discussed working with new social distancing rules in place, saying it
feels “a wee bit strange at
first, but it’s mad how used
to things you get”.
“Actually, I’m just so
happy to be back working,”
she added.

New plan to build
flats on Drake Inn
site is thrown out
Seán McCárthaigh
PLANS to build an apartment
block on the site of a historic
pub in the centre of Finglas
village have been rejected.
An Bord Pleanála turned
down an application by developer Mulsh Sarl to demolish the
former Drake Inn on the corner
of Main Street and Jamestown
Road and put up a six-storey
building comprising 32 apartments, a gastropub and shop.
The board rejected an appeal
by the developer against Dublin
City Council’s decision to turn
down the proposal to convert
the existing two-storey building, even though Mulsh Sarl
had revised its original plan to
reduce the height of the structure and number of apartments.

CRITICISED

The council claimed the company’s plans represented overdevelopment of the site and
criticised the lack of communal
space.
An Bord Pleanála said the
proposed development was
“visually incongruous” in terms
of its design quality and scale
and would set an undesirable
precedent for future development in the area.
The board said the plans
to redevelop the former pub
would also seriously injure the
visual amenity of Main Street
and would run contrary to the
council’s stated policy on urban
regeneration.

Proposal to knock down Drake Inn and build flats was rejected
It also claimed the design of
the units did not meet standards set for new apartments by
the Department of Housing in
terms of the required number
with dual aspect.
A planning inspector with
An Bord Pleanála said Finglas
lacked a centre or focal point
and described its streetscape as
“of poor standard”, which had
resulted from the division of the
village by new roads.
The inspector said the
proposed building would be
overbearing on neighbouring
properties and dominate views
in the area.
Concern about the plans had
also been raised by local TDs,
including Sinn Féin’s Dessie

Ellis and Fianna Fáil’s Paul
McAuliffe, as well as Finglas
Tidy Towns and the Finglas
Historical Society.
Several submissions noted
the proposed height of the
apartment block, at 19 metres,
was in excess of the maximum
limit of 16 metres allowed in
Dublin’s outer suburbs.
Others pointed out that no
car parking spaces were provided as part of the development,
while also highlighting that bus
services through Finglas were
already at capacity during the
morning peak period.
Mulsh Sarl said it believed
the revisions it had made to its
original plans had addressed
concerns raised by the council.

Daisy Edgar-Jones and (inset)
with her Normal People co-star
Paul Mescal
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18 months for man who stole six kegs of beer from outside a pub
A MAN who stole six kegs of beer
from outside a pub has received an
18 month suspended sentence.,
reports Fiona Ferguson and Sonya
McLean.
Peter Brazil (41) was caught on
CCTV stealing the four kegs of
Fosters and two kegs of Beamish.
Brazil, who has 268 previous

St Vincent
de Paul
receives
95,000
requests
for help

convictions, was identified by
gardai from the footage.
Brazil, of Saint Ronans Drive,
Clondalkin, pleaded guilty at Dublin
Circuit Criminal Court to theft of the
alcohol from The Great Wood
Wetherspoons Pub, Westend
Retail Park, Blanchardstown on
September 7, 2016.

The total value of the goods,
which were not recovered, was
€800.
Judge Pauline Codd had
adjourned the case having heard
evidence last July to allow Brazil
time to engage# with the Probation
Service.
On Monday, Judge Codd said

Brazil had shown “all the hallmarks
of a long-term drug addiction” and
his health has also been impacted
by it.
She sentenced Brazil to 18
months in prison which she
suspended in full for two years on
the condition that he engage with
the Probation Service for two

years.
“If you don't co-operate with the
Probation Service you will go to
prison. This level of thieving has to
stop,” Judge Codd told Brazil after
she acknowledged that although
he was not the instigator of the
theft he was “nonetheless
culpable”.

Contractor
appointed
to construct
Catherine’s
Row, a new
Killinarden
social
housing
development
By Mary Dennehy
mary@echo.ie

HELP: People are looking for
support from SVP
By Aideen O'Flaherty
aideen@echo.ie
AN additional 149,000 people around the
country were going without basics in 2019
compared to 2018, according to recently
released figures by the CSO – leading to a
surge in demand for assistance from
poverty charity the Society of St Vincent
De Paul (SVP).
The charity has received almost 95,000
requests for help so far this year from
struggling low-income individuals and
families, and they are concerned that
those households will be more likely to be
exposed to an “economic shock” now
compared to a decade ago.
According to SVP, in 2019, 42.7 per
cent of those living below the poverty line
were experiencing enforced deprivation,
which means going without basics such as
nutritious food or adequate heat – this is
compared to 29 per cent in 2008.
While there has been an increase in
average incomes in recent years, the latest
findings of the CSO’s Survey on Income
and Living Conditions (SILC) on poverty
and deprivation show that one in seven of
those living in rented accommodation
were defined as living in consistent
poverty.
It was also revealed that over a third of
renters were going without basics – and
SVP have said that housing costs have
been one of the main drivers of financial
hardship among low-income households
in recent years.
Dr Tricia Keilthy, SVP Head of Social
Justice, said: “Child poverty must be
tackled as it can negatively affect the
entire life course of a child, limiting
opportunities and making it more difficult
for them to realise their full emotional,
educational social and economic potential.
“While there was some progress
between 2016 and 2017 with 25,000
children being lifted out of poverty, the

BusConnects is holding a third
Public Consultation for
Core Bus Corridors.

Tá an triú chéim den comharliúchánround of
phoiblí ar na Conairí Bus ar súil ag the
BusConnects anois.

The Core Bus Corridors aims to deliver 230km of
and 200km of cycle tracks and lanes
Dublin’s busiest corridors.

Is é aidhm na Conairí Bus 230km cead bealaighbus priority
bhus a soláthair agus 200km de raon rothar a along 16 of
soláthair ar 16 de na conairí boithre is gnóthaí iThese
mBaile Atha Cliath.

improved routes will:
• make bus services more reliable
• enable safe cycling
• reduce congestion
• decrease pollution.
play a signiﬁcant role in creating a more
sustainable city with improved pedestrian and
cycling facilities.
challenging year for everyone, we have
continued to work on the preferred route option
proposals for the 16 corridors and are now asking
for your feedback.
Government Covid-19 restrictions, we
have endeavoured to create a public consultation
experience through a virtual consultation room
corridor on our website busconnects.ie.
room shows detailed maps and design
background information to view
download.
View the detailed proposals and have your say at
www.busconnects.ie

latest figures see a reversal of the
positive trend which is very
concerning.
“Now more than ever, with the
pandemic disproportionately
impacting low-income families, it is
essential that child poverty is held as a
political priority across government
departments and throughout the

Mar gheall ar na bealaí feabhsaithe seo:
• beidh seirbhísí bus níos iontaofa
• beidh rothaíocht níos sábháilte;
• agus beidh brú tráchta agus truailliúThey will
laghdaithe sa chathair.
Beidh ról suntasach ag na feabhsaithe seo i
gcathair níos inbhuanaithe a chrúthú le áiseannaIn a
rothaíocht agus coisithe níos fearr.
I rith an bhliain seo, bliain deacair d’achan duine,
lean muid ar aghaidh ag obair ar na bealaí
roghnaithe le haghaidh na 16 Conairí Bus agusDue to
anois tá muid ag iarraidh d’aiseolas.
Mar gheall ar na srianta coróinvíreas, chrúthaigh
muid an taithí comharliúchán phoiblí tríd seomraíof each
cohmarliúchán fíorúil le haghaidh gach conair Each virtual
ar ár suíomh busconnects.ie. Tá léarscáileanna proposals with
mionsonraithe, tograí dearaidh agus roinnt eolasand
cúlra ar teaspeáint sna seomraí fíorúil.
Le haghaidh do smaointí a chur isteach agus
na tograí mionsonraithe a fheiceail, téigh chuig
www.busconnects.ie

political system.
“Overall, these figures underline
the need for government to set out a
roadmap for the right kind of recovery
following the pandemic, which
allocates sufficient resources to tackle
poverty
and social exclusion as a priority.
“Any plan for Ireland’s recovery

must tackle the inequalities that are
preventing our people from reaching
their potential and which are storing
up human, economic and social costs
for the future.”
The charity is calling on the
government to benchmark social
welfare rates and the National
Minimum Wage against the cost of a

A CONTRACTOR has been appointed
to construct a new social housing
development in Killinarden, with hopes
high that the homes can be allocated to
tenants by early 2022.
South Dublin County Council has this
week confirmed to The Echo that it has
appointed ML Quinn Limited as the
contractor to construct Catherine’s Row,
a 12-home development in Killinarden.
The social housing development,
which was passed in 2018, is planned
for lands on a site in Killinarden
Heights – adjacent to Knockmore
Avenue.
Construction is expected to
commence mid-November.
In a comment to The Echo, a council
spokesperson said: “The initial site
development works will take two to
three months followed by an 11-month
construction period.
“The council aniticpates completion
of the development and allocation to
tenants in late 2021/early 2022.”
The site for Catherine’s Row lies in
close promity to local schools and an
established residential area.
When asked about safety measures in
place during construction, the council
said: “The contractor has submitted,
prior to site start, a comprehensive
Health and Safety plan, which
recognised and addresses the risks to
local residents and the schools in the
area.
“The contractor will be liaising with
the schools directly to ensure that the
construction does not pose a risk
particularly to school children passing
the site.”
Minimum Essential Standard of
Living, in recognition of the real costs
being faced by households in Ireland.
They added that there is a need for
much greater investment in housing,
childcare, health, education and
energy efficiency measures so that
individuals and families are supported
to find a way out of poverty.
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USelections2020

Election battle to move from polling
booths to courtroom as Trump defiant

‘‘
TRUMP
TWEETS

HOWTRUMP’S
OPTIMISMFADED

WEARELOOKINGREALLY
GOODALLOVERTHE
COUNTRY.THANKYOU!
Tuesday,11.15pm(Irishtime)

Next steps

Iwillbemakingastatement
tonight.AbigWIN!–Wed,
5.45am

WeareupBIG,buttheyare
tryingtoSTEALtheElection.
Wewillneverletthemdoit.
Votescannotbecastafterthe
Pollsareclosed!–Wed,
5.49am

Suzanne
Lynch

WashingtonCorrespondent

LastnightIwasleading,often
solidly,inmanykeyStates,in
almostallinstancesDemocratrun&controlled.Then,
onebyone,theystartedto
magicallydisappearas
surpriseballotdumpswere
counted.VERYSTRANGE,
andthe“pollsters”gotit
completely&historically
wrong!–Wed,3.04pm

Supreme court
could end up playing
role in deciding
outcome of election
Following months of campaigning, afinal result in the US
presidential election may still
be some days, or even weeks,
away. The closer-than-expected election results saw Democratic candidate Joe Biden
edge towards victory as
absentee ballots were counted
in key battleground states like
Wisconsin, Michigan and
Pennsylvania.
This election has already
been one of the most litigated
in history. Dozens of lawsuits
were launched by Democrats
and Republicans in recent
months over the rules governing the voting process. In
particular, the expansion of
absentee ballot options by
several states prompted
several lawsuits by Republicans.
In Nevada, the Trump
campaign joined alawsuit
challenging the decision to
automatically send mail-in
ballots to all registered voters.
The challenge was overturned.

Howcomeeverytimethey
countMail-Inballotdumps
theyaresodevastatingintheir
percentageandpowerof
destruction?–Wed,3.17pm
TheyarefindingBidenvotes
allovertheplace-inPennsylvania,Wisconsin,andMichigan.SobadforourCountry!–
Wed,4.55pm

take,” he said.
US president Donald Trump
Both the Trump and Biden
Further, the Trump camwith First Lady Melania Trump campaigns have been staffing
up with lawyers. In the days
after speaking during election
paign yesterday said it will
night in the East room of the
leading up to the election, the
request arecount in WisconTrump campaign was directing sin, where Biden is ahead by
White House. PHOTOGRAPH:
donors to pledge money to
about 20,000 votes. Each state
MANDEL NGAN/AFP
“keep fighting even after
has different rules regarding
election day”.
recounts. In Wisconsin, a
already lodging fresh legal
recount can only begin after
The Biden campaign said
challenges in Pennsylvania.
yesterday that they were ready
votes are certified, which could
Republican candidates
for any legal challenge by the
take some time.
brought cases in state and
president.
As the world watches
federal court over adecision to
Trump’s next move –hehas
allow voters to correct their
repeatedly threatened to “go in
The
reality
of
Several
challenges
ballots.
with our lawyers” after the
presidential
In recent weeks it joined forces
In his press conference in
result – the wheels of Ameriwith Republicans to stop the
the East Room of the White
ca’s constitutional norms will
elections in the US
count in the Las Vegas area,
House yesterday morning,
continue to turn.
is that a winner is
arguing that “meaningful
President Donald Trump
observation” of signaRecounts
declared: “We’ll be going to the not decided upon
ture-checking is impossible.
Under the constitution, the
US supreme court. We want all until one candidate
Several cases –most involving
process of selecting apresident
voting to stop.”
concedes
the question of when states can
In reality, the president
and vice-president follows a
accept mail-in ballots –have
strict timetable. According to
would not go directly to the
been brought in Wisconsin,
the Electoral Count Act, passed
supreme court if he wanted to
“This attempt .. .todefeat
North Carolina and Pennsylva- challenge the result. Acase
in 1887, states are freed from
the voters’ intent, to undernia.
would go through the lower
mine the democracy is absolute- legal challenges if they certify
courts.
If
he
lost,
he
could
The supreme court has
ly certain to fail,” the camelection results at least six days
weighed in on several challeng- appeal and it could eventually
paign’s senior legal adviser,
before the state’s electors
get to the supreme court.
es, but has delivered mixed
former White House counsel
meet.
signals, permitting absentee
Yesterday afternoon the
With the state electors –who
Bill Bauer, told reporters,
ballots to be accepted in
Trump campaign announced it outlining previous Republican
officially cast the ballots for
efforts in recent weeks to limit
Pennsylvania up to three days was launching legal action in
each state’s nominee for
Michigan, arguing that it had
the vote which have failed. “We president and vice-president –
after election day, but blocking
an extension in Wisconsin.
not been provided with mean- have lawyers ready to go, we
due to gather on December
As polls closed on Tuesday
ingful access to counting
14th this year, this means that
have papers ready to go within
evening, Republicans were
locations.
the so-called safe harbour
an hour of any step they may


‘‘

Ballinabidestimeandwatchesthe
oddsreduceonitsfavouriteson
Irish connection

councillor Mark Duffy was enjoying the political drama
which was creating a rollercoaster of emotions in Ballina
all day Wednesday.
“We are very proud of the
Biden connection. Regardless
of what happens over the next
24 hours, there has been huge
publicity for the town,” he said,
pointing out that CNN, NBC,
Sky News and AFP have all
come to see the place which Edward Blewitt, Biden’s greatgreat-great-grandfather, left in
inBallina
1850.
“Edward Blewitt worked for
The bookies were keeping hope  Waiting for the result of the US presidential election in
the Ordnance Survey so he literally put Ballina on the map, and
alivein Ballina. Some time after Ballina, Co Mayo. PHOTOGRAPH: KEITH HENEGHAN
noonyesterdaytherewasaflurnow his descendant is doing
ry of excitement amonga small made international headlines after all.“It’s the age thing. Of thatagain,” said the councillor.
group of men peering at their when he painted a slogan sup- course he is agoodage, but he
phones near the Joe Biden mu- porting his famous relative on was the best they had.”
‘Onaknife-edge’
ral on Market Square.
his work van. “Joe Biden for the
People in Ballina are proud Councillor Duffy said he knew
“He is 1/3 now,” exclaimed White House and Joe Blewitt of the fact that Biden has visited the US election is “still on a
David O’Malley, chairman of for Your House,” it reads.
their town twice– oncein2016 knife-edge” but he can but
the
Ballina Community
Blewitt didn’t get much sleep as vice-president and again in dream. “We are all hoping Air
Clean-Up group, which commis- on Tuesday night. “I went to 2017, when he turned the sod Force One will touch down in
sioned the mural. “Is that bed at 4am. It wasn’t looking on Mayo’s first hospice.
Knock airport in 2021,” said the
good?” we wondered. “He was good and then when I went to
“He
is
just
a very
nice
man.
politician.
3/1 at 10 o’clock,” said the solici- bed I was dreaming all night He is afamily man and he went
Biden has been told about
tor, who reckoned tracking the that the FBI were after me and through a lot of tragedy in his the mural in Ballina created by
odds wasas good away asany of thatwasn’t great either.”
life,” said Blewitt, whose three local artists Smiler Mitchell
keeping up with this nail-biting
He wokeat6am, checked his children are also huge Biden and Leslie Lackey, and he has
US presidential election.
phone and felt even worse. “It is fans since they met him.
also enjoyed the online chatter
O’Malley backed Ballina’s fa- looking better now but it is still
“He saidtomywife, Deirdre: over JoeBlewitt’s van. “He got
vourite son in the contest at 6/4 tight enough,”hesaid at lunch- ‘Hold them, and hold them agreat kick out of the van,” said
severalmonthsago, andnowhe time. “I’d say [US president tight.’ He has great presence the plumber.
is dreaming of the factory that Donald] Trump is nervous after about him. He is not disrespect- Meanwhile, while they will
JoeBiden will bring to Ballina, what he came out with this fulto people. Heis agentleman, continue to keep an eye on the
probably too much of agentle- odds, the locals also have also
“although Isupposeweshould
morning.”
not be getting too ambitious
He wouldn’t be aTrump fan man for that game,” said Ble- had a big screen erected close
just yet”.
even if his relative wasn’t in- witt.
to the mural, from where the
Joe Blewitt wasn’t confirm- volved. “The things he comes
Local historian PJ Blake (81) CNN number-crunchers will be
ing or denying if he had finan- out with. Imagine Michael D said it would be good for Ballina beamed if, as expected, the
cial skin in the game. He’s the [Higgins]coming out withthat if Bidenwins. Hebriefly metthe drama continues for some
Democratic contender’s third kind of stuff.”
candidate
when
he
did
awalkatime.
cousin once removed. “Maybe
boutof thetown on his last visit.
Blewitt wasn’t taking any“I shook hands with him over thing for granted. “I am still
tomorrow I will be his second Agething
cousin,”helaughed, his spirits Blewitt wasn’t too surprised there. It was only atwo-minute very nervous but it is going in
better than they had been when when by mid-morning people wonder. But I found him gra- the right direction. It could be
he woke at dawn after just two were asking on the radio if cious.”
dragged out. Trump will go the
hours’ sleep. The plumber Bidenwas the wrongcandidate
Mayo Independent county messy route.”

Marese
McDonagh

deadline falls on December
8th.
However, technically if legal
disputes are unresolved, astate
legislature in some cases can
appoint the state’s electors.
This happened, for example, in
2000 when the Florida legislaturenominated George W
Bush even as the supreme
court was deciding on the
recounts.
The reality of presidential
elections in the US is that a
winner is not decided upon
until one candidate concedes.
America also has arelatively

long transition period between
apresidential election and the
inauguration. What is clear is
thatthe inauguration of the
president will occur on January
20th next year, according to
the constitution.
No doubt, however, the
current make-up of the supreme court is encouraging
Trump. Since last week’s
confirmation of Amy Coney
Barrett, the court now has a
conservative majority of six to
three.
Three members of the court
–chief justice John Roberts,

Brett Kavanaugh and Barrett –
were involved in some way in
the Republican litigation
efforts during the disputed
2000 election.
Awritten opinion by Kavanaugh last month on a
Wisconsin voting case suggesting that late-arriving ballots
could “flip” the results has
concerned Democrats. As the
US prepares for acontentious
few days and potentially weeks,
the supreme court could
conceivably play arole in
deciding the outcome of the
election.

WearewinningPennsylvania
big,butthePASecretaryof
Statejustannouncedthat
thereare“Millionsofballots
lefttobecounted.”–Wed,
6.52pm
Wehaveclaimed,forElectoral
Votepurposes,theCommonwealthofPennsylvania(which
won’tallowlegalobservers)
theStateofGeorgia,andthe
StateofNorthCarolina,each
oneofwhichhasaBIGTrump
lead.Additionally,wehereby
claimtheStateofMichiganif,
infact,. .therewasalarge
numberofsecretlydumped
ballotsashasbeenwidely
reported!–Wed,9.56pm
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‘Con Air’-style plan to transfer violent inmates will shut M50
Ali Bracken
IRELAND’S busiest motorway
will be shut down to facilitate
the transportation of more
than 80 severely mentally ill
people who have committed
serious crimes to a new hospital to ensure public safety.
The Sunday Independent
understands that the “Con
Air-style plan” to relocate
patients from Dundrum’s Central Mental Hospital (CMH) to

their new home in Portrane the country’s most disturbed
in north Co Dublin are at an and violent patients.
advanced stage.
Health bosses have decided
Sources reveal it has been that in the interests of the
decided that “in the interest of safety of the general public,
public safety” the M50 will be and patient welfare, the large
shut down between Dundrum group will be transferred in
in south Dublin and the newly several vehicles amid “tight”
constructed 170-bed mental security. It has also been dehealth complex in north Dub- cided that the closure of the
lin during transfer.
M50 is deemed necessary to
Detailed plans are cur- ensure the overall success of
rently being drawn up for the the plan while the patients
“sensitive” transportation of are en route.

One well-placed source
explained: “It sounds like
something straight out of the
movie Con Air. But closing
the M50 for a short period to
facilitate the transfer is seen
as the safest option.”
The HSE declined to comment when contacted about
the plans, saying in a statement: “For security and operational reasons. the HSE cannot
disclose details in relation to
the patient transfer plan.”

However, it did confirm
that the new facility in Portrane is expected to be fully
operational early next year.
The current CMH is the
State’s only facility for holding
and treating severely mentally
ill people who have committed
serious crimes.
The Dundrum facility contains 84 beds and typically
operates at 100pc capacity,
meaning there are often long
waiting lists of mentally ill

Maeve Sheehan

GHOULISH : Norma
Sheahan as Lucinda
Breslin, a grieving mother
in RTÉ’s new Victorian
thriller ‘Dead Still’

ACTRESS Norma Sheahan
had to leave her vanity
behind in her role as a
grieving Victorian mother in
RTÉ’s new hit thriller.
Since graduating from
Royal Academy of Dramatic
Art, the Cork star is one
of the country’s hardest
working actresses, with
starring roles in everything
from Moone Boy and The
Clinic to her own stand-up
show and podcast series.
Her latest turn in the

macabre comedy-drama,
Dead Still, based around
the ghoulish Victorian
practice of taking staged
photographs with dead
relatives for family
portraits, has been receiving
critical acclaim around the
globe.
In the make-up trailer
on the set, she underwent
the opposite of a make-over
to play grieving mother
Lucinda Breslin.
“They were dyeing my
hair to be the right kind of
manky for the period,” she

said drily. “Even make-up
— there was none. It was
just trying to accentuate my
veins and my wrinkles.
“I love going with that
instead of trying to make
everyone look beautiful.”
The actress was gripped
as soon as she was sent the
Dead Still script over two
years ago.
“I think it’s based on
pretty much true stories.
There are legs added to all
of them. But in the 1800s if
you died, we would all sit
around and get a picture

with your body. It’s been out
everywhere — New Zealand,
America, Canada, it’s flying,
it’s doing really well.”
The mother of three
is using every facet of
her training at Britain’s
most lauded academy
for the dramatic arts to
stay creative during the
pandemic. She has become a
familiar voice to the nation
as the narrator in one of the
Government’s Covid ads to
the population.
But her dream would be
to have her own show, like

‘I read it, then sat
on a park bench
and just sobbed’

Sinéad’s mum suffered delayed cancer diagnosis at Letterkenny
Maeve Sheehan

James Redmond shot his
neighbour Mary Dargan dead
at her home in Killinarden
Estate on March 15, 2014.
Her daughter Karina was
also shot but survived. Redmond was taken to the CMH
11 days later.
Shane Smyth stabbed shop
worker Mairéad Moran to
death at her workplace in
Kilkenny city in May 2014.
Smyth has been in custody DANGEROUS: Paul Henry, who
in the CMH since the attack.
killed his mother, is in the CMH

Eight gardai are
suspended in
‘corruption’ probe

No staying ‘Dead
Still’ for busy
No rm a S h e a h a n

Lynne Kelleher

inmates in the prison system
awaiting admission.
Infamous killers Paul Henry, James Redmond and Shane
Smyth are all residents at the
CMH.
At their respective trials,
they were all found not guilty
of murder by reason of insanity. Paul Henry admitted killing
his mother Ann Henry (47) at
Abbeystown, Ballyphesan, in
Roscommon on September
17, 2011.

services in Letterkenny.
recommended a repeat DNC
which should have been done
The Saolta hospital group
SINÉAD Ní Bhaoill hurried confirmed that three new
in weeks but was not done
through a Toronto park in cases will be referred for inuntil March 26.
Her cancer finding is noted
August walking her dog, Zuzu, dependent external review.
while reading a report she
“One case has now had an
on her medical records on
had received about her late external reviewer appointed
March 29, but Sinéad said her
mother’s cancer treatment and the group is going through
mother was not told of her
at Letterkenny University the formal process necessary
cancer diagnosis until April
30, one month later. Bridget
Hospital (LUH).
to appoint an external review“I read it as I was walking er for the remaining two cases.
passed away on September 23,
2019, at the age of 63.
the dog because I was short on The group and hospital will
time and I wanted to speak to be communicating directly
Sinéad remains angry at
my mother’s best friend, who with the patients and families
her mother’s treatment.
was anxious to hear what the involved, with respect to the
“You have to put that anger
findings were,” she said.
progress of these reviews,” a
somewhere. If you feel that
“I was not expecting it to be statement said.
you can be productive and
so awful. I sat down on a park
A review of gynaecology ANGRY:
help other women, then that
bench, and I just sobbed. An services at LUH was ordered Sinéad Ní
helps you.
old man came over to ask me if by the HSE after Dr Margaret Bhaoill
“There are probably other
I was OK. The anger that I felt MacMahon, a Bristol-based and her
people out there who are
reading it. This is more than consultant, flagged up a num- dog Zuzu;
thinking, ‘this is how cancer
just a Health Service Execu- ber of alleged missed cancers right,
is found, it takes this long to
tive report. These are actual at the unit and other patients her mum
get a cancer diagnosis’. As long
Bridget
women who are being failed.” also raised concerns.
as they are not getting any
The upshot of the report
The review team, led by
results, they can say no news
was that Sinéad’s mother, consultant obstetrician Dr
is good news,” she said.
Bridget Boyle, should not John Price, exposed serious covered that she had kept de“Hopefully, other women
have had to wait so long for failings at LUH.
tailed notes of her treatment. will read this and will say,
her cancer diagnosis.
It detailed how of 133 cases Bridget, who lived in Dungloe, ‘hang on a sec, maybe I should
An independent report of endometrial cancer exam- worked as a nurse for the be questioning my treatment.
published in August found ined, 38 suffered delays. Over Health Service Executive, in Maybe I should be asking to
that 38 women suffered de- 10 years, one in three women residential care homes.
look at my hospital notes to
layed diagnoses of their uter- with endometrial cancer exWere it not for those notes, see what’s going on there’.”
ine cancers at LUH.
perienced some delay in their she may never have pressed
Dr MacMahon, who persisThe Sunday Independent care and nearly one in five suf- LUH for a review of her moth- tently highlighted deficiencies
has learnt that three more fered a “potentially significant er’s care.
at LUH after her late sister
families have contacted the consequence” as a result.
In April 2017, Bridget’s GP Carol’s endometrial cancer
hospital authorities with conThe hospital has provided sent her for “urgent referral” was missed for two years,
cerns about cancer care since reports to 38 women or their to the Letterkenny hospital’s said: “The proposed HSE
that report was published.
families who suffered delays gynaecological services, but it process to manage the deThis brings to 41 the num- in their diagnosis.
took more than a year for her partment is grossly inadeber of women impacted by
However, some women are to be diagnosed with cancer.
quate and there needs to be
the delayed cancer diagnosis unhappy with the reports and
From her initial “urgent an in-depth review of other
controversy at LUH.
Dr McMahon and the Irish Pa- referral”, Bridget Boyle wait- patients’ records plus an inThat women are still tients’ Association are calling ed one month and 16 days quiry explaining why all these
coming forward will add to for an independent inquiry. for an appointment. She had tragedies were being ignored
pressure on the hospital au- Speaking from her home her first DNC nine months
despite their being told that
thorities to hold an inde- in Toronto, Sinéad said after later on December 12, and, in women were dying of treatapendent inquiry into cancer her mother’s death she dis- January, histology findings ble cancer.”

her friend Amy Huberman.
“Everyone I know is on a
writing team for something,
look at Chris O’Dowd, Amy
Huberman, Sharon Horgan.
It doesn’t exist anymore
that you sit at home waiting
for the phone to ring.
“You have to do
everything, that’s why I do
stand-up and podcasts and I
do a load of voiceovers and
I built a studio in the house
here since Covid.”
Dead Still will be shown on RTÉ
One tonight at 9.30pm

tion in public office. As this is and disciplinary investigaan on-going investigation, An tions, is understood to be reEIGHT gardai were suspended Garda Síochána will not be tiring on health grounds with
across Munster yesterday in commenting on the rank or effect from tonight (Sunday).
a dramatic escalation of an the location of the members His retirement from the Force ongoing investigation into of An Garda Síochána who means that the disciplinary
alleged corruption in public have been suspended today.” proceedings he faces will be
office.
The investigation into dropped.
The scale of suspensions of alleged interference with
Mr O’Neill was accused of
serving members in connec- fixed-charge penalty notic- allegedly “fixing” more than
tion with a single inquiry is es emerged from a broader 30 fixed-charge penalty noticthought to be unprecedented probe of alleged corruption in es and court summonses rein the Force and has sent the force during which three lating to road traffic offences.
shockwaves through local gardai were arrested.
His retirement follows his
Garda divisions, sources said.
During the course of that unsuccessful High Court bid
The suspensions are linked inquiry, the NBCI came across to overturn his suspension,
to an on-going investigation allegations that gardai had in which he described the
led by the National Bureau squared summons for GAA allegations against him as
of Criminal Investigations figures which were thought preposterous and false.
(NBCI) into allegations that to relate to road traffic isDuring the course of the
gardai interfered with or sues. The homes of several hearing, the High Court heard
quashed fixed-charge penal- players and officials were how he was accused of tellty notices.
searched and mobile phones ing a garda who was then
under investigation about a
Garda headquarters con- were seized.
firmed the development last
A large number of local listening device on a his car.
night.
gardai were interviewed by He was also accused of being
A statement issued to the detectives with the NBCI as present in a pub in Limerick
Sunday Independent said: part of that investigation. The in January last year when
“Further to an on-going inves- suspension of eight serving another garda colleague was
tigation led by the Assistant gardai marks a significant alleged to have taken cocaine
Commissioner Special Crime ramping up of their inquiries. in his presence. Mr O’Neill deOperations, involving per- Meanwhile, a Garda super- nied all allegations. A retired
sonnel attached to the Garda intendent who was arrested chief superintendent, Gerry
National Bureau of Crim- and suspended last year in Mahon, swore an affidavit in
inal Investigation (NBCI), connection with the NBCI Mr O’Neill’s favour saying he
eight members of An Garda corruption inquiry is to retire, had read the documentation
Síochána have today been the Sunday Independent has in the case and had “very sesuspended.
learned.
rious concerns that a major
“This element of the invesSuperintendent
Eamon miscarriage of justice is being
tigation is focused on corrup- O’Neill, who faced criminal perpetrated”.
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It’s Fingal Inclusion Week!
FINGAL INDEPENDENT I Tuesday, November 10, 2020

by JOHNMANNING

NEXT week sees the second Fingal Inclusion
Week with over 37 virtual events taking place
around the region.
The week, which runs from November 16
to 21 is an initiative of Fingal County Council
Community Development Department and the
Fingal Public Participation Network.
Fingal Inclusion Week aims to highlight the
positive work that communities, agencies and
other organisations are involved in to reduce
social exclusion and poverty in Fingal.
Mayor of Fingal, Cllr David Healy said: ‘Social
exclusion is an ongoing issue for many people

Knuckle
duster
A MAN who was in possession
of a knuckle duster while intoxicated has been placed on a one
year Probation Bond.
Christopher Dunne (26) was
also in possession of a small
amount of cocaine when gardai
arrested him at Castlegrange
Avenue in Swords on June 16
2019.
The defendant, of St Cronan’s
Lawns in Swords pleaded guilty
to the offences at Swords District Court.
A positive Probation Report
was handed into court and
his defence barrister Deirdre
Flannery told Judge Dermot
Dempsey the defendant is
working with the relevant programmes.
‘He is drug free now and has
a job lined up on a fishing boat
in Skerries,’ Ms Flannery told
the District Court.
Judge Dempsey placed the
defendant on a one year Probation Bond on his own bond
of €300 and told him to ‘Keep
up the good work.’

Pipe
theft
charges

A MAN charged with the theft
of a number of items including
copper pipes and radiators from
two separate businesses had his
case adjourned until January.
Emmet Brady (37) is alleged
to have stolen copper pipe and
a copper cylinder worth a total
of €566.77 from Chadwicks in
Turvey, Donabate on February
15, 2019.
He is also alleged to have
stolen four radiators from B&Q
in Swords on June 1, 2019. The
radiators are alleged to have
been worth €424.
The accused, who has an
address at Bride’s Glen Park in
Swords, had his case adjourned
until January 8 at Swords District Court.

and has been brought into sharper focus in
2020 during the Covid-19 restrictions. Fingal
Inclusion Week, as well as raising awareness
of this issue, will allow people to interact with
community groups and join in with fun activities
from their homes.’
AnnMarie Farrelly, Fingal County Council
Chief Executive, stated: ‘Empowering communities to look after one another by staying connected to avoid social isolation has been a key
objective for the Fingal Community Call Forum
since it was set up last March.
‘The current Keep Well campaign is aimed
at creating a Healthy Fingal by showing people
of all ages how we can mind our own physical

and mental health and wellbeing by adding
healthy and helpful habits to our daily and
weekly routines.
‘We want to create a county where everyone
can enjoy physical and mental health and wellbeing to their full potential; where wellbeing is
valued and supported at every level of society;
and where wellbeing is everyone’s responsibility.
The 37 events planned for Fingal’s Social Inclusion Week will be important steps on our journey
towards a Healthy Fingal as they will provide
advice and support as well as many chances to
engage personally online with organisations who
are doing tremendous work in our communities.’

9

Fingal Inclusion Week is very important to
raise awareness of the excellent work being done
by community groups and the Fingal Community
Development Department and the Public Participation Network to combating social exclusion.
The week also seeks to raise awareness of the
barriers experienced by citizens of Fingal that
lead to social exclusion and promote an understanding of inclusion in Fingal. Participating
organisations and community groups are hosting
events to explore such issues through a series of
interviews and panel discussions.
For more information, an online event brochure of 37 events can be found on fingalinclusionweek.ie

Spat at
Gardaí

Balbriggan District Court.
A WOMAN who spat in the eye
and face of a member of An Garda Siochana had her case adjourned until later this month
for her to elect which court she
wants her case heard in.
Lisa Gavin (40) is alleged
to have become abusive while
gardai arrested a male at Castle
Hills on June 9.
It is alleged the accused was
then arrested and allegedly
lashed out and spat in the face
of Garda Darren McGreever.
The accused, of Hastings
Close, Hamilton Way in Balbriggan is charged with assaulting
Gda McGreever causing him
harm.
She is further charged with
being intoxicated, failing to
comply with garda direction
and using threatening and
abusive behaviour on the same
date.
‘It is alleged she spat in the
face and eye of the member,’
said Sergeant Patricia McGarrity.
The Director of Public Prosecutions has directed summary
disposal of the case meaning it
can stay at district court level,
where if convicted, the penalties
are less than those imposed at
circuit court level.
On hearing an outline of the
alleged facts, Judge Dermot
Dempsey accepted jurisdiction
and adjourned the case until
November 26 for the accused
to elect which court she wants
her case heard in and a plea to
be entered or a hearing date to
be fixed.
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No festive cheer for Henry Street stall traders
Luke Byrne
IT’S usually one of the most lively places in Dublin in the run up
to Christmas, with bright lights
and street vendors shouting out
offers for last-minute gifts.
However, casual traders who
set up stalls on Henry Street in
the lead up to Christmas will
not be allowed to do so this year.
Dublin City Council today
told the committee for casual
trading a decision had been
made “at the highest level”
against allowing the traditional
Christmas street market to go
ahead. This was over public
health concerns during the
Covid-19 pandemic.
Labour Party councillor Joe
Costello, who is on the committee, said there was disappointment and anger over the
decision, especially given the
public health advice is that
outdoor settings are safer than
indoors.
“There was a glimmer of
hope as the situation [regarding
Covid-19 case numbers] has improved in recent weeks,” he said.

“Obviously, we knew it
wouldn’t be happening under
Level 5, but it looks like we
will be moving back to Level 4
or Level 3.
“This is a tradition leading up
to Christmas and it only would
have been for a few weeks.”
Around 60 traders usually set
up stalls on the street in the run
up to the festive period, though
only around 40 were planning
to do so this year.
“There is a contradiction
there because the indoor shops
will be open with shoppers
inside while the street traders
remain closed,” Mr Costello told
the Herald.
“It was quite an angry meet-

‘It’s very bright
and cheerful
and we were
hoping it could
go ahead’

ing,” he said. Mr Costello said
there had been ongoing discussions and a risk assessment
report had been prepared in
September.
Concerns were raised about
the numbers who would be
attending, but he said there
was no specific direction that
it would not go ahead.

Brothermurder
accusedincourt
A MAN accused of murdering his younger brother
at their home in Dublin
last week has been further
remanded in custody.
Gary Murtagh was arrested after the body of Paul
Murtagh (42) was found at
their family home at Auburn
Street, Phibsborough, last
Friday.
The 47-year-old faced his
second hearing yesterday
at Cloverhill District Court
when he was remanded in
custody by Judge Victor
Blake to reappear on November 25. A bail application in a
murder case must be made in
the High Court.

CHEERFUL

Traders and members of the
committee were satisfied it
could be held safely.
“It’s very much a Christmas
tradition, it’s bright and cheerful and we were hoping against
hope that it could go ahead.”
He had argued for waiting a
number of weeks before a final
decision was made.
Sadie Grace (65), who has
been selling lights and decorations at her stall on the street
every year before Christmas
since she was 13, said she was
disappointed at the decision.
“This is the first year I won’t
be there,” she said.
Dublin City Council was contacted for comment.

BRIEFS

Guinness recalls
alcohol-freebeer
Vendors won’t be selling festive goods on Henry Street

Wife told to
get a court
ordertoheat
halfof home
Tim Healy
A HUSBAND told his estranged
wife, with whom he shares the
family home, that she needed
a court order to cross into his
side of the house to turn on
the heating, the High Court
has heard.
Mr Justice Max Barrett
granted the woman a decree
of divorce after finding her
estranged husband has still
not fully disclosed his financial
position and engaged in “bad”
and “mean-spirited” behaviour
towards her.
The couple currently live separately in a partitioned family
home and the man has taken to
making noise at irregular hours.
He had argued that the woman required court orders to
cross into his section to turn
on the heating.
Mr Justice Barrett said the
man had sought to depict himself as “reasonable”, seeking
only what was fair and wishing
his estranged wife well but, over
a prolonged period, he behaved
badly towards her.
He had behaved in a “volatile” manner, with the result the
woman previously obtained an
interim barring order against

The woman was so fearful
she left the family home at
one point.
While the man maintained he
has never been violent towards
her, “by which he presumably
means he has not hit her”, that
was to mistake the nature of an
interim barring order and the
undertaking.
He also sought to introduce an intimate and irrelevant detail from the woman’s
“long-distant past” which he
“insensitively, even cruelly”
described as “baggage”, before
the court stopped him.

DISREGARD

“If a man is inclined to treat
his estranged wife with such
disregard/discourtesy in court,
he will find himself facing an
uphill battle in seeking to establish his being more generally a
reasonable man.”
The couple married some
years ago and have adult children. They have been separated
for more than two years and the
wife said there was no possibility of reconciliation.
The judge said he would
grant a decree of divorce. He
made orders for sale of the
family home and giving the

GUINNESS is recalling
cans of its recently launched
non-alcoholic stout amid
safety concerns over microbiological contamination.
The recall, which the brewer described as precautionary, impacts the UK market,
as the product was not yet on
sale in Ireland.
Guinness 0.0 was launched
last month amid much
fanfare after a four-year
development process, and a
statement from the company
read: “The issue is isolated
to Guinness 0.0 and does not
impact any other Guinness
variants or brands.”

Pope vows to end
all sexual abuse
POPE Francis has pledged
to rid the Catholic Church
of sexual abuse and offered
prayers to victims of ex-Cardinal Theodore McCarrick, a
day after the Vatican released
a detailed report into the
decades-long church cover-up
of his sexual misconduct.
“I renew my closeness to
victims of any abuse and
commitment of the church to
eradicate this evil,” Francis
said yesterday.
The report blamed a host
of bishops, cardinals and
popes for dismissing mountains of evidence of McCarrick’s misconduct.

Torvill and Dean
hostclimate show
JAYNE Torvill and Christopher Dean have travelled to
Alaska to explore the effects
of climate change in a new
documentary for ITV.
The one-off film, Dancing
On Thin Ice With Torvill &
Dean, follows the duo on
their trip to fulfil their dream
of skating outside in nature.
However, while there they
discover it is Alaska’s hottest
year on record. The Olympic
skating champions travel into
the wilderness in a hunt for
wild ice, skating wherever
they can, as they seek to find
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Community stalwart Tommy
always gave his time freely
The Echo, Thursday, November 12, 2020

Community form a guard of honour and release balloons in blue, yellow and white
By Aideen O'Flaherty
aideen@echo.ie

THE Fettercairn community
formed a guard of honour on
the street leading up to the
Fettercairn Community and
Youth Centre last month as
community stalwart Tommy
Cousins, who passed away on
October 26 aged 73, was
brought there on his final
journey.
Tommy was a familiar face
to many in Fettercairn and had
strong belief in and praise for
the area, which he moved to in
the early 80s and shortly
afterwards got involved in
community organisations.
Philip MacAdam, the
manager of the Fettercairn
Community and Youth Centre,
told The Echo: “One of the
things Tommy used to say was
that the original community
centre in Fettercairn was built
by people in the area and they
paid £1 per brick every week.”
When the new community
centre was developed Tommy
was still a dedicated community
worker and volunteer, and he
had a particular passion for
gardening.

PROJECT:
The memorial
garden in
Fettercairn
and (right)
Tommy
Cousins

“He had green fingers,” said
Philip. “He did an awful lot of
work in the community garden.
“His last project was a
memorial garden for people
who couldn’t go to their loved
ones in the graveyards in
Bohernabreena or
Palmerstown.
“He always gave his time
freely, and even in the last few
years he would still come into
the centre and mop the floor
and tidy the car park.”
Tommy also collaborated

with another local gardener,
Sean Farrell, and he was
instrumental in setting up the
Brookfield/Fettercairn Men’s
Shed.
The father-of-five was a
passionate supporter of Leeds
United Football Club, and he
was well-liked in Fettercairn
for his infectious sense of
humour and his willingness to
help others.
“He had no filter – he was a
character,” said Philip. “Behind
the guarded exterior, he was a

big softy. He’d throw himself
into anything to help.”
When Philip would start his
shift at the centre on Thursday
mornings, on the day when The
Echo is delivered, Tommy
would routinely be there before
him, to pick up a few copies of
the paper to deliver them to
Fettercairn residents who
weren’t able to pick one up
themselves.
“He was always thinking of
others,” added Philip.
Following the funeral Mass

BusConnects is holding a third
Public Consultation for
Core Bus Corridors.

Tá an triú chéim den comharliúchánround of
phoiblí ar na Conairí Bus ar súil ag the
BusConnects anois.

The Core Bus Corridors aims to deliver 230km of
and 200km of cycle tracks and lanes
Dublin’s busiest corridors.

Is é aidhm na Conairí Bus 230km cead bealaighbus priority
bhus a soláthair agus 200km de raon rothar a along 16 of
soláthair ar 16 de na conairí boithre is gnóthaí i These
mBaile Atha Cliath.

improved routes will:
• make bus services more reliable
• enable safe cycling
• reduce congestion
• decrease pollution.
play a signiﬁcant role in creating a more
sustainable city with improved pedestrian and
cycling facilities.
challenging year for everyone, we have
continued to work on the preferred route option
proposals for the 16 corridors and are now asking
for your feedback.
Government Covid-19 restrictions, we
have endeavoured to create a public consultation
experience through a virtual consultation room
corridor on our website busconnects.ie.
room shows detailed maps and design
with background information to view
download.
View the detailed proposals and have your say at
www.busconnects.ie

Mar gheall ar na bealaí feabhsaithe seo:
• beidh seirbhísí bus níos iontaofa
• beidh rothaíocht níos sábháilte;
• agus beidh brú tráchta agus truailliúThey will
laghdaithe sa chathair.
Beidh ról suntasach ag na feabhsaithe seo i
gcathair níos inbhuanaithe a chrúthú le áiseannaIn a
rothaíocht agus coisithe níos fearr.
I rith an bhliain seo, bliain deacair d’achan duine,
lean muid ar aghaidh ag obair ar na bealaí
roghnaithe le haghaidh na 16 Conairí Bus agusDue to
anois tá muid ag iarraidh d’aiseolas.
Mar gheall ar na srianta coróinvíreas, chrúthaigh
muid an taithí comharliúchán phoiblí tríd seomraíof each
cohmarliúchán fíorúil le haghaidh gach conair Each virtual
ar ár suíomh busconnects.ie. Tá léarscáileanna proposals
mionsonraithe, tograí dearaidh agus roinnt eolasand
cúlra ar teaspeáint sna seomraí fíorúil.
Le haghaidh do smaointí a chur isteach agus
na tograí mionsonraithe a fheiceail, téigh chuig
www.busconnects.ie

last month, Tommy’s last stop
on the way to Mount Venus
Cemetery was the community
centre and the community
garden in Fettercairn, where
many residents formed a guard
of honour and balloons in the
blue, yellow and white of Leeds
United FC were released.
Tommy sadly never got to do
the next project he wanted to
carry out in the community
memorial garden – the
construction of a pergola – but
the community is determined to

carry out the project on
Tommy’s behalf, and a plaque
will be erected in the memorial
garden in honour of him.
Tommy was the husband of
the late Ann, and he is survived
by his sons Mark, Jonathan,
Terence, Raymond and
Stephen, and his grandchildren,
daughters-in-law Ann-Marie,
Pamela, Gemma, Sandra and
Shauna, brothers, nieces,
nephews, extended family,
neighbours and his large circle
of friends.
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Council compensated
withrateswaiverfunds
FINGAL INDEPENDENT I Tuesday, November 17, 2020

By KENPHELAN

FINGAL County Council has been
compensated by the Government for
revenue lost through a commercial
rates waver designed to help local businesses through the COVID-19 crisis.
Minister for Housing, Local Government and Heritage, Darragh O’Brien
TD has written to the Chief Executive
of Fingal County Council to reiterate
the Government’s support for local
government.
Minister O’Brien sent the letter as
the second tranche of commercial
rates rebates were issued to local
authorities across the country. Fingal
County Council has so far received over
€50 million with further payments
to issue.
As part of the July Stimulus programme, a €600 million commercial
rates waiver was announced for businesses impacted by COVID-19.
This covered 100% of commercial
rates from the end of March to the
end of September.
As part of Budget 2021, a further
€300 million commercial rates waiver Minister Darragh O’Brien
was announced to cover rates to the
end of the year.
‘I have been engaging with my party colleagues on
Commenting, Minister O’Brien said: ‘The commer- Fingal County Council, Cllr Brigid Manton, Cllr Brian
cial rates waiver will mean that Fingal won’t be at a Dennehy, Cllr Eoghan O’Brian, Cllr Darragh Butler
loss or having to make ‘either’ ‘or’ decisions when it and Cllr. Adrian Henchy – who have reiterated the
comes to providing vital services for people.
need for support for services in these difficult times.

‘I am very aware that
commercial rates are the
backbone of local authority
income which means that
services such as playgrounds,
sports facilities and library
services can keep operating.
I want to ensure that Fingal
can continue their important
work and Government have
not been and will not be
found wanting in respect to
support for the sector.’
Minister O’Brien said that
as Fingal County Council
begins to engage in its 2021
budgetary process, they do
so ‘in the knowledge that
Government has supported
them with a commitment
for commercial rates rebates
in 2020.’
The Minister concluded: ’I
will continue to work with my
colleague Michael McGrath
TD, Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform, to
support local authorities
meet costs and income losses that have arisen as a direct
consequence of the pandemic.
‘I would like to take this opportunity to commend
all our local authorities for the exceptional leadership
they has shown through their response to the COVID-19 pandemic.’

BusConnects is holding a third
Public Consultation for
Core Bus Corridors.

Tá an triú chéim den comharliúchánround of
phoiblí ar na Conairí Bus ar súil ag the
BusConnects anois.

The Core Bus Corridors aims to deliver 230km of
and 200km of cycle tracks and lanes
Dublin’s busiest corridors.

Is é aidhm na Conairí Bus 230km cead bealaighbus priority
bhus a soláthair agus 200km de raon rothar aalong 16 of
soláthair ar 16 de na conairí boithre is gnóthaí iThese
mBaile Atha Cliath.

improved routes will:
• make bus services more reliable
• enable safe cycling
• reduce congestion
• decrease pollution.
play a signiﬁcant role in creating a more
sustainable city with improved pedestrian and
cycling facilities.
challenging year for everyone, we have
continued to work on the preferred route option
proposals for the 16 corridors and are now asking
for your feedback.
Government Covid-19 restrictions, we
have endeavoured to create a public consultation
experience through a virtual consultation room
corridor on our website busconnects.ie.
room shows detailed maps and design
background information to view
download.
View the detailed proposals and have your say at
www.busconnects.ie

Mar gheall ar na bealaí feabhsaithe seo:
• beidh seirbhísí bus níos iontaofa
• beidh rothaíocht níos sábháilte;
• agus beidh brú tráchta agus truailliúThey will
laghdaithe sa chathair.
Beidh ról suntasach ag na feabhsaithe seo i
gcathair níos inbhuanaithe a chrúthú le áiseannaIn a
rothaíocht agus coisithe níos fearr.
I rith an bhliain seo, bliain deacair d’achan duine,
lean muid ar aghaidh ag obair ar na bealaí
roghnaithe le haghaidh na 16 Conairí Bus agusDue to
anois tá muid ag iarraidh d’aiseolas.
Mar gheall ar na srianta coróinvíreas, chrúthaigh
muid an taithí comharliúchán phoiblí tríd seomraíof each
cohmarliúchán fíorúil le haghaidh gach conair Each virtual
ar ár suíomh busconnects.ie. Tá léarscáileanna proposals with
mionsonraithe, tograí dearaidh agus roinnt eolasand
cúlra ar teaspeáint sna seomraí fíorúil.
Le haghaidh do smaointí a chur isteach agus
na tograí mionsonraithe a fheiceail, téigh chuig
www.busconnects.ie
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Funding
givento
Oberstown
MINISTER of State at the Department of Rural and Community Development, Joe O’Brien
TD has announced funding of
€120,000 for Obersown Children Detention Campus in
Lusk.
The funding is to develop a
tailor-made Horticulture Training and Education Programme,
and forms part of a €51 million
fund from the Dormant Accounts Fund to address disadvantage across the country.
Minister O’Brien said: ‘I
am delighted to launch the
Dormant Accounts Action Plan
2021 which provides funding
of over €51 million to help address disadvantage right across
Ireland. The 46 measures approved for funding in 2021 will
be implemented across Government and will help to address
a diverse range of issues such
as long term unemployment,
youth disadvantage, migrant
integration and probation supports to prevent re-offending.’
He said: ‘The funding for
Oberstown, to develop a tailor-made Horticulture Training
and Education Programme,
will address the current gap in
the provision of vocational and
on the job training for young
persons detained on Campus.
This will assist children in understanding their own interests,
aptitudes, personality and skills
to give them the knowledge to
inform their career decisions...’
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Demand soars at women’s refuge
By MARYFOGARTY

Bray Women’s Refuge has reported a surge in
requests for help, with almost double the monthly
demand for places at the centre.
Minister for Health Stephen Donnelly has urged
women across Wicklow to seek help if they are
feeling threatened at home.
He said that it is that vital women know there
is always help available to them if they are feeling
trapped or simply need someone to talk to.
The refuge had to reduce their capacity during
Covid but are still operating a 24-hour hotline.
They say they have experienced an increase in
calls from individuals and professionals seeking
information and support, women seeking crisis
refuge accommodation for themselves and their
children as well as from individuals seeking
support through the court application processes
for legal protection.
Anne-Marie McMorrow, manager of Bray Women’s Refuge, said that the first effect of Covid-19
was a reduction of capacity.
‘We had recently renovated to increase capacity,’
she said. ‘But some families would have shared
bathrooms so we had to reduce numbers.’
Staff numbers on-site were reduced as some of
the refuge’s own staff were vulnerable to the virus
and needed to cocoon and work from home. ‘We
made a lot of changes on the hoof as required, as
did a lot of services.
‘At the very beginning phones were very quiet,’
said Anne-Marie. ‘Women were concentrating on
childcare and that’s where their priorities lay.’
That has changed now with referrals of women
in need of accommodation - either by individuals
or services - doubling.
Support for women attending court has been
changed to remote support.
‘That support is still there, but mainly over
the phone, WhatsApp, text and emails,’ said
Anne-Marie.
‘The calls for accommodation are up exponentially,’ she said.
‘From January our referrals for accommodation

per month have doubled.’
There were 28 referrals for accommodation
in the month of January and more than 50 last
month.
The refuge has been able to provide short-term
hotel accommodation for some clients so that they
don’t have to stay in an unsafe environment, and
are working to move people from the refuge into
more medium or long-term accommodation to
facilitate movement of the waiting list.
‘We know that home is not a safe place for
all of us, and unfortunately domestic violence
increased during the initial lockdown we faced
in the Covid-19 crisis,’ said Minister for Health
Stephen Donnelly.
‘I want victims of domestic and sexual abuse to
know that An Garda Síochána, the Courts Service
and other services, including the vital supports
provided by our community and voluntary sector, are still here for you as we now face more
restrictions,’ he said.
‘For anyone living in an abusive relationship
or living in fear for their safety right now must
feel like an impossible situation.
‘If you are in this situation I want you to know
there is always help out there for you at any time
of day or night.’
Bray Women’s Refuge offers support to women
across the country as part of a national network.
They are available at any time to offer a safe
haven for victims of abuse as well as advice or
counselling.
Restrictions on movement related to Covid-19
do not apply to any person seeking help.
Anne-Marie said that the circumstances around
Covid-19 can exacerbate situations where domestic violence exists, with pressures including both
partners working at home, the children being
home more and other factors.
‘It’s escalating to where they don’t feel safe,’
said Anne-Marie. ‘When people don’t feel safe,
we help them get to safety in as much as we can.
And that’s what we continue to do.’
She said that the message they wish to get out
to women experiencing domestic violence is that
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Gillian Mangan, Josepha Madigan, then Minister for Culture, and manger Anne-Marie McMorrow.
supports are still there.
‘We recognise that domestic abuse is still there,’
said Anne-Marie.
She said that if there is no space in the refuge
itself, they will look for short-term accommodation, or just to talk, listen and advise, and support
legal applications for protection orders.
The refuge offers a 24-hour helpline.
‘A person may call a few times,’ said Anne-Marie.
She said that her mental health may be suffering,
with anxiety on top of anxiety, and she may need
to reach out.
‘Sometimes they just want recognition that yes,
they are in abusive relationships, but they don’t
want to leave just yet.’
If someone feels unsafe and afraid of their
partner, she suggests that they just let someone
know, and get out if it’s escalating. ‘As much as

you might want to stay and calm everything down,
the safest thing is to go to a neighbour, relative or
friend until things calm down. Sometimes in the
heat of the moment that’s the best thing to do.’
She reiterated that a person is permitted to
travel between counties in a situation of domestic
violence for refuge or safety.
‘Domestic violence doesn’t discriminate,’ she
said. They have a mix of people of different nationalities and Irish, from various backgrounds
and of all ages. Some women find themselves in
a situation where the perpetrator of the abuse is
an adult child.
Anne-Marie said that there is a high level of
support from the community, including local
supermarkets, hotels they contact for accommodation, gardaí, fundraisers, and official bodies
such as Tusla.
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Church reaches out to community
with ‘keep the lights on campaign’
Canon wants the community to know that church is still there for them
By Mary Dennehy
mary@echo.ie
A TALLAGHT church took
inspiration from the recently launched
‘keep the lights on’ campaign and
reached out to the community by
illuminating the village skyline.
Last Friday, Guinness joined forces
with publicans nationwide and
organisations such as the Licenced
Vinters Association (LVA) and the
Vintners’ Federation of Ireland ( VFI)
to shine a light on the struggles of pubs
and staff in the face of Covid-19
restrictions.
Pubs right across the country
simultaneously switched on their
Christmas lights last weekend.
Canon William Deverell of St
Maelruain’s Church of Ireland in
Tallaght Village was inspired by the
campaign, and took his own approach
last weekend to highlight that churches
are still here, although many through
Facebook Live services.
Last weekend, a sign went up
outside the historic Tallaght Village
church that read, ‘We are trying to keep
the lights on for the Holy Spirit of
Christmas’.
While reaching out to the
community, Canon Deverell wanted to
highlight the importance of churches in
many people’s lives – and the struggles

INSPIRATION:
St Maelruain’s Church
of Ireland took part
in the ‘keep the
lights on’ campaign
faced by churches as their services and
events are cancelled.
St Maelruain’s, which has taken its
services online, was allowed to open

for 11 Sundays in the past seven
months, with a maximum of 25 people
permitted in the church.
“While recognising that we are all

trying to keep the numbers down to
prevent our local hospital from being
overwhelmed and to protect our senior
citizens, it was the older members of

BusConnects is holding a third
Public Consultation for
Core Bus Corridors.

Tá an triú chéim den comharliúchánround of
phoiblí ar na Conairí Bus ar súil ag the
BusConnects anois.

The Core Bus Corridors aims to deliver 230km of
and 200km of cycle tracks and lanes
Dublin’s busiest corridors.

Is é aidhm na Conairí Bus 230km cead bealaighbus priority
bhus a soláthair agus 200km de raon rothar aalong 16 of
soláthair ar 16 de na conairí boithre is gnóthaí i These
mBaile Atha Cliath.

improved routes will:
• make bus services more reliable
• enable safe cycling
• reduce congestion
• decrease pollution.
play a signiﬁcant role in creating a more
sustainable city with improved pedestrian and
cycling facilities.
challenging year for everyone, we have
continued to work on the preferred route option
proposals for the 16 corridors and are now asking
for your feedback.
Government Covid-19 restrictions, we
have endeavoured to create a public consultation
experience through a virtual consultation room
corridor on our website busconnects.ie.
room shows detailed maps and design
background information to view
download.
View the detailed proposals and have your say at
www.busconnects.ie

Mar gheall ar na bealaí feabhsaithe seo:
• beidh seirbhísí bus níos iontaofa
• beidh rothaíocht níos sábháilte;
• agus beidh brú tráchta agus truailliúThey will
laghdaithe sa chathair.
Beidh ról suntasach ag na feabhsaithe seo i
gcathair níos inbhuanaithe a chrúthú le áiseannaIn a
rothaíocht agus coisithe níos fearr.
I rith an bhliain seo, bliain deacair d’achan duine,
lean muid ar aghaidh ag obair ar na bealaí
roghnaithe le haghaidh na 16 Conairí Bus agusDue to
anois tá muid ag iarraidh d’aiseolas.
Mar gheall ar na srianta coróinvíreas, chrúthaigh
muid an taithí comharliúchán phoiblí tríd seomraíof each
cohmarliúchán fíorúil le haghaidh gach conair Each virtual
ar ár suíomh busconnects.ie. Tá léarscáileanna proposals with
mionsonraithe, tograí dearaidh agus roinnt eolas and
cúlra ar teaspeáint sna seomraí fíorúil.
Le haghaidh do smaointí a chur isteach agus
na tograí mionsonraithe a fheiceail, téigh chuig
www.busconnects.ie

the congregation who really
appreciated the 11 Sundays we were
allowed open”, he told The Echo.
“It was one of the few places that
they actually felt safe.
“Not only was it good I hope for
their spiritual health but also for their
mental health as it was one of the few
occasions that they could meet
somebody else that week, granted after
the service and with a mask, outside.”
Speaking with The Echo, Canon
Deverell said that the ‘keep the lights
on’ campaign was launched the same
weekend that St Maelruain’s church
made an appeal to its parishioners.
“It happened to be the same weekend
when we had made an appeal to our
few and already hard-pressed
parishioners for our annual Gift Day”,
he said.
St Maelruain’s Church provides
support and space to community
groups and organisations throughout
the year, which in turn support the
church’s different fundraisers like its
Spring Concert and Summer Sale, all
of which have been cancelled.
Canon Deverell wants the
community to know that the church is
still there for them while also raising
awareness of the challenges faced by
parishioners and churches alike.
Follow St Maelruain’s Parish on
Facebook.
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Gerry’s house litup in the name of Christmas and supporting local charity. (pics by Fintan Clarke)
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Retailers to show
their appreciation

By MYLESBUCHANAN

FOLLOWING the lifting of some
government restrictions, many retailers in Wicklow town are holding
a Customer Appreciation Weekend
on Saturday and Sunday, December
5 and 6.
The Customer Appreciation Weekend is an initiative by the participating retailers to express thanks to the
loyal customers who have supported
them throughout these difficult times
and to provide a warm welcome back
to shoppers who have been unable
to visit shops during the current
lockdown.
The weekend will take the format
of each participating retailer creating
special offers for this weekend only
or they will be offering discounts on
some of their most popular products
for these dates only.
Wicklow Town and District Chamber of Commerce president Rosie
Cooney said: ‘This is another wonderful initiative from the retailers
to show their appreciation to their
customers who have supported the
Shop Local campaign since the first
lockdown in March.’
Many shops in Wicklow town will
be also open on the Sundays leading
up to Christmas, with the Main Street
becoming a pedestrianised area from
12 noon to 5 p.m. There will be free
two-hour parking in the Abbey Street
and Church Street Car Parks and on

Rosie Cooney, president, Wicklow
Town and District Chamber.
designated spaces on the Main Street,
with free all-day parking available in
the large Murrough Car Park and the
St Manntains Car Park.
The Wicklow Town Shopping
Vouchers also continue to an important part of the ongoing drive by
Wicklow Town and District Chamber,
the Wicklow Town Team and the
Wicklow Municipal District Council
to encourage shoppers to shop local
this year.
The Shop Local Vouchers, designed
by Wicklow Town and District Chamber of Commerce, are high-quality,
prestigious shopping vouchers, which
are presented in a purpose-designed

sleeve, making them a fabulous gift
to receive.
They are available in denominations of €5, €10, €20 and €50 and can
be purchased online via www.wicklowtown/vouchers or from Bridge
Street Books, Connolly Menswear and
from the Chamber office in the Wicklow Enterprise Centre. Alternatively,
call 0404 66433.
Ms Cooney added: ‘It is extremely
important to encourage everybody to
‘Shop Local’ and support local shops,
restaurants, coffee shops and support
local employment, particularly this
year, after the numerous lockdowns
and the impact on all retail outlets
of Covid-19. I express my continued
thanks to the local community for the
support they have already given to
the retail and hospitality community
this year.’
Businesses in the locality who
give Christmas gifts are reminded
that, under current Revenue rules,
employers are permitted to give up to
€500 worth of vouchers without any
tax implications for either.
Giving a Shop Local voucher to your
staff is an ideal way of expressing your
thanks to them and at the same time,
providing much-valued support to the
local business community. Recipients
of these vouchers are encouraged to
use these vouchers this Christmas
to provide a boost to the retail and
hospitality community after this very
difficult year.

15 detached houses
planned for Ballyguile

THERE are plans to construct 15 detached houses along the Ballyguile
Beg Road.
Wickcar Properties Ltd seek permission for the construction of 15 four-bedroom detached dwelling houses to
include a proposed new entrance to
Ballyguile Beg Road.
The application also includes plans

7

for 30 parking spaces, working out at
two spaces per house. A footpath and
road is proposed within the development, with the footpath extended to
connect with existing footpaths on
either side of the development along
the Ballyguile Beg Road.
A decision by the Planning Authority
is due by January 21, 2021.

THE GREAT OUTDOORS!

Martin and Ann Lennon out for a walk with Rex.
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Press advertisement published in the Northside People East – 09 December
2020:
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Core Bus Corridors Public Information Events
Emerging Preferred Route Option: First Round of Non-Statutory Public Consultation
– 4th November 2018 – 31st May 2019
PHASE 1
Corridor

Venue

Date

Time

Hilton Hotel,Clongriffin

Thursday 10th
January 2019

1pm-9pm

Carnegie Court Hotel,
Swords

Friday 11th
January 2019

1pm-9pm

Crowne Plaza Blanchard-stown

Tuesday 15th
January 2019

1pm-9pm

Lucan to City Centre

The West County,
Chapelizod

Wednesday 16thJanuary
2019

1pm-9pm

Dublin City Centre Venue

The Gresham Hotel,
Upper O’Connell St.

Thursday 17th
January 2019

1pm-9pm

Clongriffin to City Centre
Swords to City Centre
Blanchardstown to City Centre

PHASE 2
Corridor

Venue

Date

Time

Clondalkin to Drimnagh

Our Lady’s Hall,
Mourne Road

Tuesday 19th
February 2019

3pm – 8pm

Greenhills to City Centre

Red Cow Morans Hotel

Tuesday 26th
February 2019

3pm – 8pm

Clondalkin to Drimnagh/ Liffey
Valley to City Centre

Clayton Hotel,
Liffey Valley

Thursday 28th
February 2019

3pm – 8pm

Kimmage to City Centre

Dublin City Council,
Civic Offices

Tuesday 5th
March 2019

3pm – 8pm

Tallaght to Terenure

St. Mary’s RFC,
Templeville Road

Thursday 7thMarch
2019

3pm - 8pm

Rathfarnham to City Centre

Hilton Hotel,
Charlemont Place

Monday 11thMarch
2019

3pm – 8pm

Combined Location

Dublin City Council,
Civic Offices

Tuesday 12th
March 2019

3pm – 8pm
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PHASE 3
Core Bus Corridors Public Information Events
Corridor

Venue

Date
Tuesday 26th March2019

Bray to City Centre

Talbot Hotel Stillorgan

UCD Ballsbridge to City Centre /
Blackrock to Merrion

Clayton Burlington Hotel

Ringsend to City Centre

The Convention Centre,
Spencer Dock

Monday 1st April2019

Ballymun Axis Arts Cen-tre

Wednesday 3rd
April 2019

Ballymun to City Centre / Fin-glas to
Phibsborough

Wednesday 27th
March 2019

Time
3pm-8pm
3pm-8pm
3pm-8pm
3pm-8pm

Preferred Route Option: Second Round of Non-StatutoryPublic Consultation – 4th
March 2020 – 30th April 2020
Core Bus Corridors Public Information Events
Corridor
Clongriffin to City Centre&
Swords to City Centre
Bray to City Centre
*Remainder cancelled due toCovid19 restrictions

Venue

Date

Time

The Bonnington Hotel,
Whitehall

Wednesday 11th
March 2020

11.30am7.30pm

The Talbot Hotel,Stillorgan

Thursday 12th
March 2020

11.30am7.30pm

Appendix
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Emerging Preferred Route Option: First Round of Non-Statutory Public Consultation
CBC CommunityForum Meetings
CBC PC1 Community Forum meetings
Corridor

Date

Venue

Clongriffin to City Centre

11th December 2018

Hilton Hotel, Clongriffin

Swords to City Centre

8th January 2019
28th January 2019

Carnegie Court Hotel, Swords
Bonnington Hotel, Whitehall

Ballymun to City Centre /Finglas to
Phibsborough

10th April 2019

NTA Offices

Lucan to City Centre

12th December 2018
5th February 2019
9th January 2019

Crowne Plaza Hotel
The Ashling Hotel, Parkgate St
The West County Hotel

Liffey Valley to City Centre

13th February 2019

Hilton Hotel, Kilmainham

12th February 2019

Our Lady’s Hall, Mourne Rd

25th February 2019

St. Mary’s RFC, Templeville Rd

Kimmage to City Centre

18th February 2019

Hilton Hotel, Charlemont

Rathfarnham to City Centre

11th February 2019

Hilton Hotel, Charlemont

Bray to City Centre

8th April 2019

Talbot Hotel, Stillorgan

UCD Ballsbridge to City Centre /
Blackrock to Merrion

16th April 2019

Clayton Burlington Hotel

Ringsend to City Centre

18th April 2019

The Convention Centre

Blanchardstown to City Centre

Clondalkin to Drimnagh /Greenhills to
City Centre
Tallaght to Terenure

Clongriffin to City Centre / Core Bus Corridor Scheme
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Preferred Route Option: Second Round of Non-StatutoryPublic Consultation CBC
Preliminary Community Forum Meetings
CBC PC2 Prelim Community Forum meetings
Corridor

Date

Venue

Clongriffin to City Centre

11th September 2019

Hilton Hotel, Clongriffin

Swords to City Centre
Ballymun to City Centre /
Finglas to Phibsborough
Blanchardstown to City Centre

17th September 2019

Bonnington Hotel, Whitehall

19th September 2019

The Axis, Ballymun

10th September 2019

Crowne Plaza Hotel

Lucan to City Centre

18th September 2019

The West County Hotel

Liffey Valley to City Centre
Clondalkin to Drimnagh /
Greenhills to City Centre
Tallaght to Terenure

2nd October 2019

Hilton Hotel, Kilmainham

17th September 2019

Our Lady’s Hall, Mourne Rd

16th September 2019

St. Mary’s RFC, Templeville Rd

Kimmage to City Centre

24th September 2019

Hilton Hotel, Charlemont

Rathfarnham to City Centre

17th October 2019

Hilton Hotel, Charlemont

Bray to City Centre
UCD Ballsbridge to City Centre /
Blackrock to Merrion
Ringsend to City Centre

12th September 2019

Talbot Hotel, Stillorgan

18th September 2019

Clayton Burlington Hotel

12th September 2019

The Gibson Hotel

Community Forums
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Preferred Route Option: Third Round of Non-StatutoryPublic Consultation CBC
Community Forum Meetings
Third Round of Consultation CBC PC34th Nov 2020 – 16th Dec 2020
Community Forum (via Zoom Webinar)

Date

Time

Kimmage to City Centre

Tuesday 10th November 2020

18.30-20.00

Lucan to City Centre
Ballymun to City Centre/Finglas to
Phibsborough
Swords to City Centre

Wednesday 11th November 2020

18.30-20.00

Thursday 12th November 2020

18.30-20.00

Monday 16th November 2020

18.30-20.00

Blanchardstown to City Centre

Tuesday 17th November 2020

18.30-20.00

Clongriffin to City Centre

Wednesday 18th November 2020

18.30-20.00

Tallaght to Terenure

Thursday 19th November 2020

18.30-20.00

Liffey Valley to City Centre
Clondalkin to Drimnagh/Greenhills to City
Centre
Rathfarnham to City Centre
UCD Ballsbridge to City Centre/Blackrock to
Merrion
Bray to City Centre

Monday 23rd November 2020

18.30-20.00

Wednesday 25th November 2020

18.30-20.00

Thursday 26th November 2020

18.30-20.00

Monday 30th November 2020

18.30-20.00

Tuesday 1st December 2020

18.30-20.00

Wednesday 2nd December 2020

18.30-20.00

Ringsend to City Centre

Community Forums
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DATE:

Area of Interest

Your Comments
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Residents Group

Scheme

Date of
Meeting

Marino Residents

Clongriffin to City Centre

30/09/2019

Walkinstown Drimnagh Walking Group

Tallaght/Clondalkin to City Centre

27/06/2019

Crumlin Residents Group

Tallaght/Clondalkin to City Centre

17/07/2019

Kimmage + Crumlin Reps

Tallaght/Clondalkin to City Centre

10/12/2020

CIE Works Estate Group

Liffey Valley to City Centre

27/03/2019

Inchicore Regernation Consultative
Forum

Liffey Valley to City Centre

09/04/2019

CIE Works Estate Group

Liffey Valley to City Centre

09/07/2019

Mount Brown Residents Group

Liffey Valley to City Centre

13/11/2019

Mount Brown Residents Group

Liffey Valley to City Centre

21/10/2020

Liffey Valley Corridor Residents

Liffey Valley to City Centre

04/12/2020

Shankill Residents

Bray to City Centre

08/05/2019

Shankill Residents

Bray to City Centre

15/10/2019

Shankill Residents

Bray to City Centre

12/12/2019

Shankill Residents

Bray to City Centre

20/10/2020

Shankill Residents

Bray to City Centre

23/02/2021

Stoneybatter Pride of Place

Blanchardstown to City Centre

13/03/2019

Stoneybatter Pride of Place

Blanchardstown to City Centre

08/07/2019

Stoneybatter Pride of Place

Blanchardstown to City Centre

05/11/2019

Navan Road Group

Blanchardstown to City Centre

07/11/2019

Rathdown Road Residents

Blanchardstown to City Centre

18/11/2019

Stoneybatter Pride of Place

Blanchardstown to City Centre

29/10/2020

Annamoe Residents Group

Blanchardstown to City Centre

19/11/2020

Rathdown Road Residents

Blanchardstown to City Centre

25/11/2020

Kirwan Street & Brunswick
Street Residents

Blanchardstown to City Centre

02/12/2020

Navan Road Community Council

Blanchardstown to City Centre

10/12/2020

Annamoe Residents Group

Blanchardstown to City Centre

17/02/2021

Cont.
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Residents Group
Terenure Residents Association
Terenure Road West Residents
Association
Templeogue Village Business and RA
Rathgar Residents Committee
Templeogue Village Business and RA
Rathgar Residents Committee
Richmond Hill Meeting
Rathfarnham Road RA
Rathfarnham Road RA
Terenure Residents Association
Rathfarnham Rd Group
(South of Dodder)
Templeogue Road Residents Group
Castlewood Avenue Residents
(Rathmines)
Rathfarnham Mill & Woodview Cottages
Residents
Rathfarnham Mill, Woodview Cottages
& Owendore Residents
Rathfarnham Road RA
Rathfarnham Road RA
Templeogue Road Residents Group
Rathfarnham Rd Group
(South of Dodder)
Terenure Residents Association
Templeogue Road, Templeogue Village
Residents Group
Templeogue Road Residents Group 3

Cont.
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Date of
Meeting

Scheme
Templeogue/Rathfarnham
City Centre
Templeogue/Rathfarnham
City Centre
Templeogue/Rathfarnham
City Centre
Templeogue/Rathfarnham
City Centre

to

Templeogue/Rathfarnham
City Centre
Templeogue/Rathfarnham
City Centre
Templeogue/Rathfarnham
City Centre
Templeogue/Rathfarnham
City Centre
Templeogue/Rathfarnham
City Centre
Templeogue/Rathfarnham
City Centre
Templeogue/Rathfarnham
City Centre
Templeogue/Rathfarnham
City Centre
Templeogue/Rathfarnham
City Centre
Templeogue/Rathfarnham
City Centre
Templeogue/Rathfarnham
City Centre
Templeogue/Rathfarnham
City Centre
Templeogue/Rathfarnham
City Centre
Templeogue/Rathfarnham
City Centre
Templeogue/Rathfarnham
City Centre
Templeogue/Rathfarnham
City Centre
Templeogue/Rathfarnham
City Centre
Templeogue/Rathfarnham
Centre

to

to
to
to

to
to
to
to
to
to
to
to
to
to
to
to
to
to
to
to
to City

26/03/2019
10/04/2019
11/04/2019
11/04/2019
15/07/2019
21/11/2019
27/10/2020
29/10/2020
12/11/2020
24/11/2020
30/11/2020
01/12/2020
09/12/2020
11/12/2020
22/02/2021
25/02/2021
24/03/2021
29/03/2021
30/03/2021
31/03/2021
27/04/2021
16/06/2021
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Residents Group

Scheme

Date of
Meeting

Nutley Lane RA

Belfield/Blackrock to City Centre

09/05/2019

Pembroke Road RA

Belfield/Blackrock to City Centre

01/10/2019

Pembroke Road RA

Belfield/Blackrock to City Centre

27/11/2019

Baggot Street Group

Belfield/Blackrock to City Centre

27/11/2019

Nutley Lane RA

Belfield/Blackrock to City Centre

28/11/2019

Nutley Lane RA

Belfield/Blackrock to City Centre

04/12/2020

Nutley Lane RA

Belfield/Blackrock to City Centre

12/03/2021

Ballsbridge Traders Group

Belfield/Blackrock to City Centre

12/03/2021

Ballsbridge Traders Group

Belfield/Blackrock to City Centre

08/09/2021

GADRA

Ballymun/Finglas to City Centre

14/03/2019

Phizzfest

Ballymun/Finglas to City Centre

09/04/2019

Mobhi Road Residents

Ballymun/Finglas to City Centre

20/05/2019

Mobhi Road Residents

Ballymun/Finglas to City Centre

21/05/2019

Mobhi Road Residents

Ballymun/Finglas to City Centre

22/05/2019

Phizzfest

Ballymun/Finglas to City Centre

18/07/2019

Mobhi Road Residents

Ballymun/Finglas to City Centre

09/09/2019

Glasnevin Village RA

Ballymun/Finglas to City Centre

03/10/2019

Glasnevin Village RA

Ballymun/Finglas to City Centre

26/11/2019

Glasnevin Village RA

Ballymun/Finglas to City Centre

11/11/2020

Monck Place, Avondale Road
and Avondale Avenue

Ballymun/Finglas to City Centre

18/11/2020

Phizzfest

Ballymun/Finglas to City Centre

26/11/2020

Beyond The Junction Phibsborough

Ballymun/Finglas to City Centre

11/12/2020

Monck Place, Avondale Rd, Avondale
Avenue, Leslies Buildings &
GW Square Reps

Ballymun/Finglas to City Centre

18/11/2020

Monck Place, Avondale Rd, Avondale
Avenue, Leslies Buildings &
GW Square Reps

Ballymun/Finglas to City Centre

24/02/2021

Beyond The Junction Phibsborough

Ballymun/Finglas to City Centre

02/03/2021

Phizzfest

Ballymun/Finglas to City Centre

04/03/2021

Cont.
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Scheme

Date of
Meeting

LOKRA

Kimmage to City Centre

02/04/2019

LOKRA

Kimmage to City Centre

15/04/2019

LOKRA

Kimmage to City Centre

16/07/2019

LOKRA

Kimmage to City Centre

20/09/2019

LOKRA

Kimmage to City Centre

11/12/2019

LOKRA

Kimmage to City Centre

22/10/2020

Kimmage & Crumlin Representatives

Kimmage to City Centre

10/12/2020

LOKRA

Kimmage to City Centre

25/03/2021

Stannaway Road Residents

Kimmage to City Centre

14/06/2021

Kimmage Business Group & Residents

Kimmage to City Centre

21/06/2021

Dorset Street Business Group

Swords to City Centre

22/11/2021
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BusConnects Status Updates - July 2019

Public Representative/Community Forum Member
BusConnects - Core Bus Corridor Project Status Report July 2019 (1 of 2)

From: cbc
Sent: Tuesday 30 July 2019 14:22
Subject: BusConnects - Core Bus Corridor Project Status Report July 2019 (1of 2)

Core Bus Corridor Project Status Report July 2019

As part of the overall BusConnects Programme, the Core Bus Corridors Projectaims to deliver
230kms of dedicated bus lanes and 200kms of cycle tracks/ lanes along 16 of the busiest corridors
in Dublin. The National Transport Authority (NTA) commenced the first round of public
consultation on these proposals during November 2018. This first round of public consultation for
thesixteen core bus corridors took place on a phased basis over six months and concluded at the
end of May 2019.
The

Cont.

Cont.

ap below shows the 16 corridors across the Greater Dublin Area

Clongriffin to City Centre / Core Bus Corridor Scheme

Public Representative/Community Forum Member
BusConnects - Core Bus Corridor Project Status Report July 2019 (1 of 2)

The stablishment of Community Forums
As part of the public consultation process, the NTA established a Community Forum for each
corridor. The aim was to create a two way communication withlocal communities allowing
information and feedback to be exchanged.
Membership of each forum comprised of a representative from resident andcommunity
associations, disability and special interest groups and business organisations on the corridors,
along with local public representatives.
A meeting of each Community Forum was held during the first public consultationphase. In addition a
small number of “special issue” meetings were also held for Community Forums such as Swords to
City Centre “Santry one way option” and Blanchardstown to City Centre “Stoneybatter Area”.
The next round of Community Forum meetings, in relation to the Core Bus Corridors, will
commence during September in advance of the next round ofpublic consultation starting in
November 2019.

Cont.
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Public Representative/Community Forum Member
BusConnects - Core Bus Corridor Project Status Report July 2019 (1 of 2)

What’s been happening since the first round of submissions has closed?
In June, we appointed design teams for each corridor and in July appointed a specialist team for
environmental and transport impact assessment. Together with the design teams, we are reviewing
all the submissions with a view to determining possible amendments to the concept plans that were
the subject ofthe public consultation.
Ongoing meetings with local community groups
During the first round of public consultation BusConnects met with a number ofcommunity groups
from many of the corridors and will continue to do
so throughout the design and planning process. This is in-line with our commitment to continue
a dialogue with impacted communities along thecorridors.
Public
ealms “Work in Progress” Designs
During our ongoing dialogue with local communities we identified a number oflocations with
particular opportunities to develop enhanced public realm designs. The input of the local
communities in these areas has been extremely informative and helpful to begin the draft design
process. Whilst
not all corridors provide the space or opportunity for large scale public realm
enhancements, we are developing “work in progress” designs in a number oflocations.
The “work in progress” public realm designs are attached (please note 4 out of the 5 pdfs are
attached and a second email following this one will contain the 5thpdf. This is due to file size
restrictions). It is important to be aware that this is nota new consultation process but rather a
commitment to continue a dialogue exploring possible arrangements before in-depth engineering
solutions are finalised. The concepts do not represent any final design decisions. It is our ambition to
enhance all corridors through improved urban design, better pedestrian access, bus shelters, tree
replanting where needed and additional landscaping.

Cont.
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Public Representative/Community Forum Member
BusConnects - Core Bus Corridor Project Status Report July 2019 (1 of 2)

Next Steps
Over the next number of months we will continue considering the submissions from the public
consultation and determine appropriate design amendments witha view to selecting the Preferred
Route Option for each core bus corridor. The option selection process will involve multi-criteria
analysis covering engineering,environmental, and transport impact assessments. It is intended to
publish, for consultation, Preferred Route Options Reports for the corridors in November 2019,
which will take into account feedback from the submissions received to date, and incorporate
changes arising from that process.
The second round of public consultation for the Core Bus Corridor (the “bus lanesand cycle
lanes/tracks”) will commence in November 2019. This will be a furtherinterim step in the planning
process - it will take another 12 months of technical, environmental, and transport impact assessment
work before any final plans are complete for presentation to An Bord Pleanála for statutory approval
in second half of 2020.

SEPARATE NOTE
Amended proposals in relation to the revised network of bus services will be published for a
second round of public consultation in September. Theseamended proposals have been
developed following consideration of the
approximately 30,000 submissions received during the first consultation lastSummer.
Although related, the bus service proposals are separate from theCore Bus Corridor
(bus lanes and cycle lanes/tracks) proposals.
Yours sincerely,
D
BuúnsCSocnéninece,ts Team
Harcourt Lane D02
Dublin 2,WT20
Web: www.nationaltransport.ie
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BusConnects Status Updates - April 2021

Public Representative/Community Forum Member
Re: BusConnects Dublin Core Bus Corridors Update

From: cbc
Sent: Tuesday 6 April 2021 14:58
Subject: Re: BusConnects Dublin Core Bus Corridors Update

Dear Public Representative/Community Forum Member,We hope you are
keeping well and safe.
This email is a status update in relation to the BusConnects Core Bus CorridorsProject.
As you will all be aware, BusConnects completed its third round of non-statutorypublic consultation
last December 2020. We received almost 3,700 submissionsfollowing this final round. Since then, we
are continuing to review all submissionsand consider them as part of the finalisation of Preferred
Route Options Reports.
In addition, work is continuing on the transport and environmental impact assessments. Once finished
these reports will culminate in the completion of an Environmental Impact Assessment Report
(EIAR) for each Scheme together withthe Compulsory Purchase Order Schedules and Maps with
specific details of landsto be acquired.
The NTA has written to An Bord Pleanála (ABP) to commence a pre-applicationconsultation
process with the Board and is due to have an initial meeting in the coming weeks.

Cont.
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Public Representative/Community Forum Member
Re: BusConnects Dublin Core Bus Corridors Update

Potentially impacted landowners that may be subject of the compulsory purchaseorder (CPO) process
will receive further communications from BusConnects to commence detailed discussions and
information gathering during the months of April/May prior to finalisation of the necessary CPO
schedules and maps for the statutory planning application.
We anticipate that the statutory planning applications will be submitted to An Bord Pleanála
(ABP) during June or July for its consideration and determination.
A formal statutory public consultation process will then be undertaken by An Bord Pleanála as
part of their deliberations. During this process, the finalEnvironmental Impact Assessment
Report for each Scheme, plus PreferredRoute Option Reports and Traffic Impact Assessments
will be published and
available for viewing. The public will again have the opportunity to have their views heard and
considered by An Bord Pleanála as part of the process of theirconsideration of the proposals.
We will
e in contact in due course with further updates.
Regards, BusConnects
Team
National Transport AuthorityDún
Scéine,
Harcourt Lane Dublin 2,
D02 WT20
Web: www.nationaltransport.ie
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BusConnects Status Updates – August 2021
Public Representative/Community Forum Member Re:
BusConnects Dublin Core Bus Corridors Update

From: BusConnects Core Bus Corridor
Sent: Tuesday 10 August 2021 14:02
Subject: BusConnects Dublin Core Bus Corridors Status Update – August 2021
Dear Public Representative/Community Forum Member,We hope you are
keeping well and safe.
This email is a further status update in relation to the BusConnects Dublin
Core Bus Corridors.

Current Status

As you will all be aware, the NTA completed its third round of non-statutory publicconsultation on the
Core Bus Corridor projects in December 2020. Since then, we have reviewed and considered all
submissions and are currently finalising the preliminary design of each of the Core Bus Corridor
schemes. In addition, Environmental Impact Assessment Reports, inclusive of traffic impact analyses,
are being prepared for each scheme. Once finished, these reports will be the basisfor our applications to
An Bord Pleanála, together with the Compulsory Purchase Order Schedules and Maps, with specific
details of lands which are proposed to beacquired.
During May and June a pre-application consultation process was undertaken withAn Bord Pleanála in
accordance with the relevant legislation. This was
an advance consultation procedure which precedes the submission of theintended applications for
the Schemes.

Preliminary Business Case

A Preliminary Business Case for the overall BusConnects Dublin programme has been submitted to
the Department of Transport for its review and for Governmentdecision in accordance with the Public
Spending Code governing capital projects.
Under the Public Spending Code, Government approval of the Preliminary Business Case is required
prior to the submission of the applications for approvalpursuant to section 51 of the Roads Act 1993
(as amended) to An Bord Pleanála.Accordingly, the timing of the submission of the applications for
approval in respect of the individual Core Bus Corridor schemes is linked to the Government’s
approval of the business case document.
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Public Representative/Community Forum Member
Re: BusConnects Dublin Core Bus Corridors Update

It is tinotended that the Preliminary Business Case will be published subsequent the Government
having completed its consideration and issued its determination relating to the document.

Applications to An Bord Pleanála for Approval

Assuming a positive determination of the Preliminary Business Case, it is intendedto submit
applications for approval to An Bord Pleanála as quickly as is feasible thereafter, most likely during
October/November of this year. This triggers a formal statutory public consultation process in respect
of each of the stand-aloneCore Bus Corridor schemes, with submissions to be made directly to An
Bord Pleanála for their consideration.
During this process, the finalised Environmental Impact Assessment Reports, inclusive of traffic
impact analyses, will be published and available for inspection(including online) and purchase. The
public will then have the formal opportunityto have their views heard and considered by An Bord
Pleanála
as part of the statutory consultation process to inform An Bord Pleanála’sassessment of each
of the stand-alone Core Bus Corridor schemes.
T
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City Centre Core Bus Corridor Scheme means
that those two schemes don’t automatically trigger the requirement for an Environmental Impact
Assessment under the Roads Act 1993 (as amended) orunder the Roads Regulations 1994 (as
amended). However, in line with the relevant legislative provisions, an Environmental Impact
Assessment (EIA) Screening Report has been prepared in respect of each of these two schemes.
The determinations arising from those EIA Screening Reports, have concludedthat each of these
two schemes are likely to have significant environmental impacts and that, accordingly, an
Environmental Impact Assessment Report isrequired to be prepared for each of the Kimmage to
City Centre Core Bus Corridor Scheme and the Lucan to City Centre Core Bus Corridor Scheme
andeach are to be submitted to An Bord Pleanála for approval under section 51 ofthe Roads Act
1993 (as amended).
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Public Representative/Community Forum Member
Re: BusConnects Dublin Core Bus Corridors Update

The EIA Screening Determination and the EIA Screening Report for the Kimmage to City Centre Core
Bus Corridor Scheme are available on the BusConnects website at
https://busconnects.ie/initiatives/core-bus-corridor/kimmage-tocity-centre/ and copies are available for inspection by membersof he public.
In addition, the EIA Screening Determination and the EIA Screening Reportfor the Lucan to
City Centre Core Bus Corridor Scheme are available on the
BusConnects website at https://busconnects.ie/initiatives/core-bus-corridor/
lucan-to-city-centre/ and copies are available for inspection by members of the public.
For the avoidance of doubt, Environmental Impact Assessment Reports are automatically required to
be prepared in respect of the remaining Core Bus Corridor schemes, which will also be submitted to An
Bord Pleanála.

Further Updates

It is the NTA’s intention to issue another update prior to submitting planning applications to An
Bord Pleanala, which, as advised above, we expect to occurduring October / November, assuming
Government approval of the PreliminaryBusiness Case for the BusConnects Programme. We will
be in contact with youthen and update you further at that point.
Regards, BusConnects
Team
National Transport AuthorityDún
Scéine,
Harcourt Lane Dublin 2,
D02 WT20
Web: www.nationaltransport.ie
TRANSFORMING CITY BUS SERVICES
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6.

General Information
6F Media Analysis & Coverage
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Media Analysis Report for period of 1 May 2017 – 1 March 2021:
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Adverting – Bus Shelter:

More reliable bus services. Safer cycling.
Reduced congestion. Decreased pollution.
View the detailed proposals and
have your say at busconnects.ie
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Anne Graham CEO NTA on Newstalk discussinglaunch of BusConnects on 29th May
2017:
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National Transport Authority
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